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Dear companions on the journey of Lent, Holy Week and Easter,
On March 6, about 40 ‘pilgrims’ gathered for Ash Wednesday worship, to begin Lent with a time
of prayer and quiet reflection. We had the opportunity to remember our baptism, to light candles
in prayer, to let go of things by writing them down and giving them away.
During these weeks before Easter, Christians are called to be intentional about listening for
God’s call on our lives. As I said in a message about Jesus’ temptations, it is a time to live into the
full identity God has for us, rather than settling for something less deep, less real, less authentic.
Beginning with Palm Sunday, April 14, the journey of Lent culminates in Holy Week. I hope to see
you in worship as the children lead a parade of palms and shout, Hosanna! I also hope to see you
on Good Friday, April 19, as we remember where that parade led: into the way of opposition and
crucifixion.
We walk this way every year, knowing deep in our hearts that Resurrection happens! Yet it is
important not to skip past Good Friday. What makes Holy Week “holy”? It is a time set apart,
hallowed, to remember and relive the profound truth that the Way of Love leads through suffering
and loss. Jesus walked, in whole-hearted love, into a place where execution awaited him; he
knew that that is how worldly power reacts to Divine power. And so we walk that way with him in
spirit and in worship, knowing that Love, that Life, will triumph.
Pastor Holly
Join us this Holy Week for:
Walking His Walk, Saturday, April 13, 2-7 PM (see below)
Palm Sunday, April 14, 9 and 10:30 AM (children’s parade and youth choirs at second service)
Good Friday, April 19, 7 PM in the Sanctuary
Easter Sunday: Christ is Risen! April 21, 9 and 10:30 AM
Walking His Walk As we near the end of the Lenten season, you are invited to walk a
contemplative path of prayer and engagement with scripture, on Saturday, April 13, from 2 to
7 PM. The sanctuary will be open to any person wishing for a sacred space for reflection and
contemplation. Please come and go as you feel led during this time. At various stations set up on
a path throughout the space, you will be invited to join with Jesus at several stops on his ministry
journey. The hope is that you might find God in the Scripture moments offered, confidently ask
questions of the Holy Spirit, more deeply contemplate Jesus’ teaching in those moments, and be
open to growth in wisdom and understanding of your own path. The greatest hope is that you will
accept this time of experiencing God’s nearness as a sign of God’s grace in the midst of your
daily life. Please feel free to contact Sherri Mackey at SherriLMackey427@gmail.com with any
questions.
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What is happening in United Methodism?
You may be aware that there was a Special Session of General Conference in late February
(General Conference is the body that makes policy for the denomination, and it usually meets
every 4 years).
The purpose of the Conference was to consider a way for the global denomination to move
forward, in the face of deep division over policy around same-sex marriage, ordination of
LGBTQ people, and a long-standing phrase in our Book of Discipline that has stated, since 1972,
that “homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching.”
For many United Methodist Christians, particularly in the US and Europe, the “incompatible”
language has, increasingly, been a source of pain and exclusion. For others, the hope was for
the church to retain its stance and policy. What happened was that, by a narrow margin, the
global body kept the language and rules in place, and added increased penalties for those who
would seek to ignore or bypass them. This occurred despite the work of a Commission on a Way
Forward that recommended a way of compromise.
For some, this news was a source of relief; for others, it has brought a crisis of questioning
whether they or their families are truly welcome in UM churches. Here at BHUMC, there has
been deep conversation in a congregational meeting March 3, in the March 11 open Council
meeting, around Bible Study tables, and undoubtedly in other one-on-one and small group
settings.
Out of the March 11 meeting, where nearly 40 people responded to the questions, “where are
you, and what do you need from your church,” a team was formed, Next Steps, to continue and
deepen the dialogue, and to consider how, as a congregation, we understand and express our
ministry of welcoming all people.
The people who have volunteered for this team are Stephanie Tope, Greg Adams, Nancy
Adams, Pete Farrell, Glenda Hughes, Paula Miller, Karen Lathrop and Mary Alice Nyhan. If you
have ideas, needs, suggestions, please do reach out to a member of this team or, of course, to
one of your pastors. Notes from the March 11 meeting (they do not identify any speaker by
name) are available in the church office.
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United
Methodist
Women

UMW Circles are groups of women who meet monthly for a variety
of projects and programs. You are most welcome to attend any
gathering that suits your interest or schedule. The fellowship is very
rewarding.
TUESDAY CONNECTION CIRCLE will be meeting on Tuesday,
April 9, at 9:30 AM in the Fireside Room. Pastor Holly will be with us
for a conversation regarding the Special General Conference that was
held in February. This will be a safe, loving place to listen and share
thoughts about our way forward.
THURSDAY CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, April 17 at Coburg
Village from 1-2:30 PM. For more details, contact Ann Chatterton at
(518) 487-9443.

SPECIAL K CIRCLE will meet on Monday, April 22, at 7 PM in
the Fireside Room. Program information will be posted on the UMW
bulletin board across from the church office. You may also call Holly
Rogers at 399-8629.

Community Lunch

The April Luncheon will be on Thursday, April 18, from 12-1:30 PM.
We will be serving Ham and Bean soup as well as egg salad and ham
salad sandwiches. The luncheons are open to all so please spread the
word. Come, enjoy the fellowship and good food! Sign-up lists will be
posted on the bulletin board outside Knight Hall for requested
donated items and team members. Please mark any donations
“Community Lunch” and bring them in by Tues., April 16. Our
coordinator for April is Terry Pranys. If you have any questions please
feel free to contact her by phone/text (518) 256-8476 or e-mail
tpranys@hotmail.com.

As a caregiver:
Are you worried about safety issues and driving abilities?
Are you considering assisted living or a skilled nursing facility?

Caregiver
Support Group

Are your loved one’s finances in order?
These are just some of the many caregiving issues that are addressed at
our monthly hour meetings. It helps to talk to others who are going
through the same experiences.
Our next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, April 6,
at 10:30 AM in the Fireside Room. Along with an informal sharing time,
the April meeting will focus on hiring caregiver aides. The caregivers
who attend this support group are in all stages of caregiving from just
taking care of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those
dealing with hospice in nursing homes. Lynn Christie is the facilitator
and can be reached at 399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com for any
questions.
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Sunday School
Update

Spring has sprung and we hope you are enjoying the warmer weather, the
birds chirping and green starting to make an appearance outside. The April
Sunday School unit focuses on observing Lent with your family, and recalling
the familiar stories of Jesus entering Jerusalem, the Last Supper,
the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.

Our students will participate in the Palm Sunday processional at the start of the 10:30 service
on April 14. Please meet upstairs at 10:20 AM to get your palms.
The April schedule is as follows:
April 7

Regular Sunday School

April 14

Regular Sunday School: Palm Sunday Processional

April 21

Easter Sunday-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

April 28

Spring Break: K-5 combined class

Happy Easter, Everyone!
Jen Robbins and Linda Laferriere, Sunday School Superintendents

Preschool Our Preschool classes will
begin the month with a visit
News

from Positive Image to take
individual and class
portraits. The 4-year olds
will be learning about what makes the
weather--hopefully we will see signs of
spring before too long!
Our 3’s will be reviewing colors, shapes
and counting. They will also learn to recite
and act out favorite nursery rhymes, folk
tales and fairy tales. We will continue to
talk about “real” versus “pretend”
throughout this unit!
We will be preparing for Easter with both
classes, and we will hear some of the
stories that Jesus told. We also hope to
have our Pastor friends visit!

We still have a few openings in each class
for the fall. Please contact Stacy Herbage,
who is our registrar, at 619-981-6015, or
leave a message at the church office if you know of
someone who might be interested. More information about our program is available on our
website: www.bhpreschool.com. Please like us and share on Facebook too!
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Trustee
News

Election of Officers At a recent meeting, the
Trustees held their election of Officers for
2019. Those currently serving were reelected
for another term. Officers include: Bert
Longbotham, Chair; Mike Ormsby, Vice Chair;
Dale Delano, Treasurer; and Greg Adams,
Secretary. Other members of the Board of
Trustees include: Terry Bikowicz, Jerry Brady,
Chris Hyde, David Wadd and Dan Walz.

Sanctuary Painted We are pleased to report that the Sanctuary
was painted with a new coat of white paint the week of March 11.
The work was completed by John Fridholm and his crew and they
also assisted us by taking down and then reinstalling the altar
drapery after it was cleaned by J and R’s Carpet Cleaning
Company. This project was fully funded by the Endowment
Committee and we appreciate their willingness to help us
maintain our worship space.
The entire Easter Offering will go beyond our church, to help
others. $400 will go to each of the following: Damien Center of
Albany and Schenectady; Council Meadows Senior Housing in
Burnt Hills; Red Bird Mission in the Appalachian region of
Kentucky; Safe Inc., a Schenectady youth shelter for ages
16-20; and the BHBL Summer Lunch Program. Any remaining
gifts will be given to three food pantries- SICM in Schenectady,
EOC in Ballston Spa and ECHO in Rock City Falls. Thank you so
much for caring about other people. You are a kind and
generous congregation. - The Outreach Commission

The Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Palm Sunday, April
14, following the 10:30 AM service, rain or shine! The event
will start with crafts in Knight Hall and if the weather is
good, we will go outside, so please dress appropriately. If
not, we will hold it inside. ALL ARE WELCOME!

Easter Flowers
Once again, chrysanthemums will be available to beautify our
altar and honor our loved ones. Plants will be $12 each and will
be available in white, lavender and yellow. The final date to
place your order will be Wednesday, April 3. As always, the
names of those being honored will be printed in the Easter
bulletin.
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Men’s
Breakfast
Group

Ogden Lodge
at Skye Farm

Lunch
Bunch

SeekersSisters in
Christ

October is usually when we start meeting again for our Saturday
morning Men’s Breakfasts, after taking a break during the summer.
However, this year we are planning to kick off our eating frenzies with a
Men’s Retreat the first weekend of October. Preliminary thoughts are arrival
at Ogden Lodge at Skye Farm any time after 4 PM on October 4.
Dinner will be served at 6pm, followed by a campfire afterwards. On
Saturday, we will have breakfast and lunch with morning and afternoon
activities (hikes, tour of campus, some worship activities) and then depart
sometime after 3 PM. The anticipated cost is between $70 to $90 per person.
Anyone interested in the retreat or helping with the retreat should contact
Mike Thomas at pmthomas6@mac.com, text 518-859-1988, call 518-8855889 or see Mike at Church.

The next Lunch Bunch gathering will be Friday, April 26 at Villago Pizzeria &
Ristorante (formerly Good Times) at 12:15 PM. Contact Carol Borthwick at
399-5405 or Lynn Christie at 399-8838 if you would like to attend.

The 9AM Women’s Thursday Study has a new name: Seekers-Sisters in Christ.
Beginning April 11, we will be reading and discussing Messy Spirituality, by
Mike Yaconelli. Pastor Doug used parts of this thought-provoking book as the
foundation for his recent sermon series. The author dares to suggest that
imperfection, unfinished-ness, and messiness are the earmarks of true
Christianity. Real Christianity is messy and lopsided but gloriously
liberating. Please consider joining the group and experience God’s
annoying love.

Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner a Huge Success!
Dear Church Friends,
Knight Hall was hoppin’ with activity on Saturday, March 9! Corned
Beef and Cabbage was on the menu for our community diners, and
what a success it was! We served 122 adults, 1 child, and 1 free
toddler dinners in the dining room. Take out dinners totaled 65 adults
and 2 children. We gave 5 adult dinners to the Guardian House.
Grand total, 195 dinners!! What a success. Thanks to all who had a
part in the preparations and those who worked the kitchen and
dining room that evening. It was a tremendous effort by a lot of
people. Special thanks go to Mike Ormsby, Kathy Pirigyi and Linda
Noonan. The fellowship experienced by those who worked so hard
and those who enjoyed such a great meal is beyond words. God’s
love was shared with all. We are blessed to report a profit of
$1291.82. That is the sum of $1147.82 before selling leftovers, and
$144 from leftovers. We will meet soon to disperse funds.
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For the most up-to-date calendar, check
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.
Want to add something to the master
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar
Request form located in the main office or
email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy.

April 2019
Sunday

March 31

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

April 1

2

3

4

9am Earlybirds
6pm Daisy Scouts
6:30pm Daisy
Scouts

8:30am Preschool
Photos
6:30pm SPRC
7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Cub
Scout Committee
Mtg.

8:30am Fixits
8:30am Preschool
Photos
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Women’s
Book Study
10:30am BHBL
Women’s Club
6pm Daisy Scouts
6:30pm Cub Scouts
6:30pm Brownies
6:45pm Girl Scouts
7pm Chancel Choir
7pm Youth Group

7

8

9

10

11

9am Lent Study
9am Worship
10:30am
Worship/ Sunday
School
11:30 Youth Choir
Rehearsal

9am Earlybirds
12pm BHBL
Women’s Club
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Church
Council

9:30am Tuesday
Connection
7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Women’s
Book Study
10am Memorials
Committee Mtg.
10am Altar Guild
7pm Chancel Choir

14 Palm

15 Tax Day

16

17

18

19

Sunday

9am Earlybirds
6pm Daisy Scouts
6:30pm Daisy
Scouts

1:30pm BHBL
Women’s Club
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Trustees
Meeting

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
10am Prep.
Community Lunch
1pm “Thursday “
Circle
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Women’s
Book Study
12pm Community
Lunch
7pm Youth Group
7pm Chancel Choir

Good Friday

21 Easter

22 Easter

23

24

25

26

27

Sunday

Monday

7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Women’s
Book Study
7pm Chancel Choir

Rotary Breakfast
Set-up

7am Rotary Club
Breakfast

May 1

2

3

9am Worship
10:30am
Worship/
Palm Sunday
Processional;
Sunday School
11:30 Easter Egg
Hunt

9am Worship
9am Earlybirds
10:30am Worship 6pm Special K
Circle

28

29

9am Worship
9am Earlybirds
10:30am Worship
11:30 Youth Choir
Rehearsal
12pm Grow Team

30

5

Saturday

6
8am Men’s
Breakfast
10:30am
Caregiver
Support Group

12

13
2pm Day of
Reflection

20

7pm Worship

12:15pm Lunch
Bunch

4

7pm Boy Scouts
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Kitchen Use Reminders There are a few
reminders for those using our kitchen for
coffee on Sundays and other food prep
groups. Food items, including juices, half and
half and flavored coffee additives, are
marked with the group they belong to and
are not to be taken by anyone else. Items
marked SK are for soup kitchen; items
marked CL are for community lunches. Please
take note before you use something. All foods
you bring for coffee or other occasions should
be taken home if there are leftovers. Items
left, not marked or not dated are eventually
thrown away. This happens too frequently,
and results in someone having to clean out
the refrigerator before a big food event,
which is very time-consuming. Your
cooperation is appreciated —Linda Noonan

The Annual Schenectady CROP Walk is a festival and witness for the community joining together to
fight hunger. Held the first Sunday in May, 5/5/19, it is located at Emmanuel Friedens Church,
218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady.

This year, the starting walk time has been changed to 2:00 PM,
with registration beginning at 1:00. One quarter of the funds raised remains local; it has supported
the Senior Meals program of Catholic Charities Senior Services, the Community Crisis Network, the
St. Luke’s Food Pantry and the SICM Food Program. Schenectady’s walk is in the Top 20, nationally.
Paula Miller and Don Isaacson are your local contact people. We have donation envelopes for your
collection process. The walk is a pleasant 5K through neighborhoods in Schenectady with other
walkers of all ages. A shorter walk is also available. We will wear our sneakers and hope to need
sunscreen! We welcome others to join us for Crop Walk….and ice cream at Jumpin’ Jacks after!
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