The Methodist
Burnt Hills United Methodist Church News
What are we waiting for?

December 2018

What are we waiting for?

Advent is described as a time of WAITING. In fact, looking forward to Advent, the Early Birds study
group has been reading a book called All Earth is Waiting (see also the Advent hymn #210, from
which the book’s title is drawn).

All earth is waiting… but waiting for what? You may find yourself waiting in line, waiting in traffic,
waiting to pick up kids from an even busier event schedule. You may be waiting for mail delivery,
waiting for the arrival of family, or waiting in the airport to see loved ones. Children, of course, are
waiting for Christmas morning, surprises, and all the excitement of the day.

But our Christian faith reminds us that we await something more profound and world-changing. We
await, with hope and trust, the fulfillment of Jesus’ message: “the kingdom of God is at hand!” We
wait for light and healing to break forth in our world. And, in the waiting, we commit to work with
God to be bearers of the light. The hymn says: “All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true
liberty; it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.” And this echoes the proclamation of Paul, in
Romans 8: “… the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God;… in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God….”

So our Advent stance is about active, not passive, waiting. It is about being part of what God is
already bringing into being – following Jesus in proclaiming, and creating, a new world. All earth is
waiting!
Advent Peace to you,

Pastor Holly
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Trustee News
Work Day in November
On Saturday, November 3rd, 30 people came to the church (on a rainy day) to help do some extra
work cleaning the church and making it look nicer for all of us. A great deal of cleaning and
polishing was completed. Unfortunately, we were not able to work outside due to the rain and we
are hopeful that volunteers will be able to help with the leaves on their own. Anyone is welcome to
help with the leaves and spread them in the woods by Route 50. A big thank you to those who
helped, as well as to Terry and Mike who cooked for all those who came for the breakfast.

Sanctuary Renovation
The Lord’s Acre Fair Committee recently donated $6,000.00 to add to a fund to accumulate money
to be able to improve the sanctuary. At this time, we do not have a date set for the renovations, but
we want you to know that it is something we hope to do in the near future.

THANK YOU!! Many thanks to all who donated food items and/or helped with the 5th annual
Thanksgiving “dinner” luncheon. We served 100+ meals and it was a wonderful time of
fellowship for the team and for all who shared in the meal. I encourage each of you to mark your
calendars now for November 21, 2019. We as a church family have been blessed in so many
ways! —Rita Taylor for the Community Lunch team.

The Burnt Hills United Methodist Church
Staff

Office Phone: (518) 399-5144
Fax:

(518) 399-0384

E-Mail:

burnthillsumc@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC
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Rev. Holly Nye: Lead Pastor
Rev. Douglas Mackey: Associate Pastor
Cindy Peterson: Communication Coordinator
Pete Van Keuren and Jill Zygo: Music Directors
Kimberly Spath: Treasurer
Peter Pranys: Financial Secretary
Mindy Kinney: Maintenance
Linda Laferriere and Jen Robbins:
Sunday School Superintendents

Community Lunch

Thursday Women’s
Study

Lunch
Bunch

Caregiver
Support Group

Thursday, December 20, from 12-1:30 p.m. The menu this month
will be Beef Barley Soup, grilled cheese & tomato, egg salad, or
PB & J sandwiches, applesauce, cookies and beverages. These
luncheons are open to all. We have been averaging around 40
people each month and look forward to serving more. During this
busy week before Christmas, come, invite a friend, enjoy the
fellowship, good food, and relax while you have lunch with us! Signup lists will be posted on the bulletin board outside Knight Hall for
requested donated items and team members (we welcome new volunteers even if you can only help that month) to help with the luncheon. Please mark any donations “Community Lunch” and bring
them in by Tuesday, Dec. 18th. If you need more information,
please call me at 518-527-9953 or email at rcjtaylor731@gmail.com
Thanks, Rita Taylor

The Thursday 9am Women's Bible Study for Advent will be Because of
Bethlehem, by Max Lucado. It's a video-based study, with time for
discussion, that reminds us of God's hope and understanding. Study
books are in the office. Join us beginning December 2nd!

Lunch Bunch will not meet in December. Our next lunch will be on
January 25th at Stella’s Pasta Bar.
Caregiver Support Group As a caregiver:
Are you worried about safety issues and driving abilities?
Are you considering assisted living or a skilled nursing facility?
Are your loved one’s finances in order?
These are just some of the many caregiving issues that are addressed at
our monthly hour meetings. It helps to talk to others who are going
through the same experiences.
Our next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday,
December 1, at 10:30am in the Fireside Room. Along with an informal
sharing time, the December meeting will focus on some suggestions
for a successful holiday get-together. The caregivers who attend this
support group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking care of
a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with
hospice in nursing homes. Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be
reached at 399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com for any questions.

Save the Date!
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A BHUMC Women's Retreat will be held May 17 and 18, in 2019,
a Friday evening through Saturday event, at the Dominican Retreat
Center in Niskayuna. Put it on your calendar to come and join us for a
time away of fun, fellowship and rest. Our team is planning all the
wonderful details now, so watch for more information in upcoming
newsletters and be sure to add this to your spring calendar.

Sunday School News
We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are preparing for a Christmas season filled with
love and family. Sunday school classes will be learning the familiar stories of Advent and the arrival
of Jesus on Christmas Day. Important to keep in mind is the thought behind this poem by
Norman W. Brooks:
Christmas is forever, not for just one day.
For loving, sharing, and giving are not to put away,
Like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box upon a shelf.
The good you do for others is good you do yourself.
With this in mind, please join us as we Christmas Carol through
Glendale Nursing Home on Thursday, December 13. We will
meet at 6pm in the lobby and spread some musical Christmas
cheer to the residents. All are welcome!
Our Sunday School schedule is as follows: December 2: Regular Sunday School
December 9: Regular Sunday School

December 23: K-5 Combined class

December 16: Regular Sunday School

December 30: K-5 Combined class

Merry Christmas! Jen Robbins and Linda Laferriere, Sunday School Superintendents

Preschool News

Our Preschool will have a short and busy month as we prepare to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Both classes will be making and
wrapping gifts for their parents and creating festive holiday
decorations. The children will be decorating trees for our classroom
and Knight Hall at church.
The T-Th class will help one of our Pastors tell the story of the
first Christmas for their families. The MWF class will be putting on a
play about the Nativity with the help of a Pastor and performing some
songs.
These programs will take place in the Sanctuary at 10:30am on
December 19 and 20. Both events will
feature a family carol sing
accompanied by a pianist, Pete Van
Keuren, and will be followed by punch
and Christmas cookies in Knight Hall.

The last two days of the year will be
spent celebrating “A Birthday Party For Jesus,” complete with a cake
and candles! We will play party games such as “The Nativity Memory
game” and “Shepherd, shepherd, where’s your sheep?” All our little
“Angels” would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas!
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P.S. This year’s classes are currently full. If you know of anyone
who may be interested in joining our preschool next year, please
have them call our Registrar, Stacy Herbage, at (619) 981-6015 or
contact us through the church office at 399-5144. We will be taking
advance registrations from church members for the fall starting in
December (registration opens to the public in January).

Heifer International It's that time again for chicks and ducks
and of course, that ever popular water buffalo! We'll be collecting
donations during coffee hour in Knight Hall December 2, 9 and 16,
for this wonderful organization that provides livestock and
training for struggling and hungry families in underserved and
overlooked parts of our world. We collected $4,648 last year
thanks to your generosity- let's see if we can do that again!
Thank you for your support as always! Any questions, please call
Joy Walsh at 384-0351.

Christmas Offering

Our Christmas offering is given away
to people near and far. Our church does not keep any of your
gifts. This year we will give:
$1,000 will be given to SICM-Schenectady Inner City
Ministries. We have pledged this amount on a yearly basis to
support their programs for the needy people of Schenectady.




$1,000 will be given to Conference Ministry Shares.

 $500 will be given to Chacocente, the program which improves the lives of those people
living in the Managua, Nicaragua city dump. Families are resettled to farmland, taught new
skills, offered the opportunity to build housing and have their children attend school. Members
of our congregation have visited Nicaragua, and we have donated books, medical supplies and
given financial help.


$500 will go to the Joan Nicole Prince House, a hospice facility in Scotia.



$500 will go to Bethesda House, a day shelter in Schenectady.



$500 will help RISSE , the refugee center in Albany, to fund the purchase of a new van.
Any remaining money will be split among three area food pantries: ECHO in Rock City
Falls, EOC in Ballston Spa and SICM in Schenectady. The increased demand for food has
made it hard for these pantries to meet their requests.

Thank you for remembering people in need during this special season. Merry Christmas.
-The Outreach Commission

SERRV/ Mayan Hands Fair Trade Sale
Our Annual Advent Sale will again be held on Sunday, December 2, in
Knight Hall after both services. We will have Christmas ornaments,
woven goods, jewelry, baskets, fair trade coffee and assorted
chocolates. Come shop where your dollars make a real
difference in people’s lives. Our church keeps none of the money.
Every cent goes to these organizations that help those in need. Thank
you for thinking of people all over the globe, who are less fortunate.
-The Outreach Committee
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Name Tags
We would like to encourage you to help welcome people to our church by wearing your name tags.
If you don’t have a name tag, feel free to complete a Name Tag Form that can be found in the
narthex. There is no cost to you for the name tags and they really do help to create a feeling of
warmth and welcome. If you have lost or misplaced your name tag, a new one can be made for you.
If you have any questions, please contact Bert Longbotham.

Altar Guild
News

We are still taking orders for poinsettias, through December 9. They will be
used to beautify our altar, as well as honor our loved ones at this very special
time of the year. The order forms will be available during both services.
Again, this Advent, we will be asking the congregation to share their Creches,
which will be placed on the windowsills. The variety of displays we had last
year were enjoyed. Please consider sharing yours.

Many thanks to you all for supporting our Election Day Bake Sale!
TUESDAY CONNECTION CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, December 11
at 9:30am in Knight Hall for our annual Christmas cookie exchange. Anyone
is welcome to participate. There are no specific rules. You will go home with
the same number of cookies that you brought. Having an extra container
does make it easier to gather your selections. For more information, call
Holly Rogers at 399-8629.
THURSDAY CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, December 19 at 1pm at
Coburg Village. You are encouraged to join in this Christmas gettogether. Sally Longbotham will present a program on angels. If you have a
favorite angel, we encourage you to share it with us. For more information,
call Anne Chatterton at (518) 487-9443.
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For the most up-to-date calendar,
check our webpage at
www.nybhumc.com.
Want to add something to the
master calendar? Please fill out a
Calendar Request form located in the
main office or email
burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy.

December
2018
Sunday

Nov 25

Monday

26

Tuesday

27

Wednesday

28

Thursday

29

Friday

Saturday

30

December 1

6pm Advent
Night

8am Men’s
Breakfast

10:30am
Caregiver
Support Group

2

3

Advent Fair
Trade Sale 9-12 9am Early Birds
9:00am Worship
10:30am
6pm Daisy
Worship/Sunday
Scouts
School
12:15 Pageant
Rehearsal
4pm Bishop
Webb Gathering

9

DUE DATE FOR
GIVING TREE GIFTS

10
9am Early Birds

4

5

6

7

6:30pm SPRC
Mtg

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub
Explorations

9am Women’s
Book Study
10:30 BHBL Board
Meeting

5pm Girl
Scouts

7pm Boy Scouts

11

12

13

14

9:30 Tuesday
Connection
Circle

8:30am Fixits

9am Women’s
Book Study

4pm Stampin Up 9am Girl Scout

12pm BHBL
Women’s Club
General Mtg
7pm Church
Council

7pm Boy Scouts

16

17

18

10:30am Worship/
Sunday School
12pm Grow Team

9am Early Birds

6pm Daisy
Scouts

7

24

9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship/
Sunday School
12:15pm Pageant
Rehearsal

7pm Christmas Eve
Worship with Pageant
& Carols
9pm Christmas Eve
Candlelight Lessons
and Carols

6pm Girl Scouts
6pm Daisy Scouts

6pm Caroling at
Glendale
7pm Chancel Choir

19

20

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
10am Prep
Community Lunch
11am Preschool
Christmas Program
1pm “Thursday” Circle
7pm Pub Exploration

9am Thursday
Women’s Book Study

25

26

27

Christmas Day

8:30am Fixits

9am Women’s Book
Study

6pm Girl Scouts

7pm Chancel Choir

1:30pm BHBL
Women’s Club
7pm Boy Scouts

15
Event

9:30am Explorers

7pm Pub
Explorations

12:15pm Pageant
Rehearsal

23

6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Chancel Choir

9:00am Worship
10:30am
Worship/Sunday
School
11:30 Blood
Pressures
12:15 Pageant
Rehearsal

9:00am Worship

8

7pm Pub Explorations

21

22

28

29

12pm Community
Lunch
7pm Chancel Choir

Note: December 30
one service only at 10:30AM

Burnt Hills United Methodist Church

Non Profit

Organization

816 Route 50
Burnt Hills, NY 12027

U. S. Postage

PAID

Worship in
December
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The season of Advent has us watching for the
coming of the Christ, to set things right in our
world and our lives. “Christ, be our light,” we
will sing – and pray – as the light is brought to
the Advent wreath each week. The four
Sundays of Advent are December 2, 9, 16 and
23, with 9 AM and 10:30 AM services.
Remember, on December 30, the first Sunday
of Christmas, there will be just one service, at
10:30 AM. Throughout Advent and Christmastide, the Chrismon Tree lights our sanctuary.
Take some time to look closely at the handcrafted ornaments; each has a part in the story
of Christmas or of Jesus’ life and ministry. Look
for those that signify Jesus’ parables and
teachings. Can you find the birds of the air?
The pearl of great price? Let the tree, and the
nativity scenes around the sanctuary, draw you
into prayerful reflection.

Christmas Eve
Services
Christmas Eve Worship
with Pageant & Carols
at 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Lessons and Carols
at 9:00 pm

