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Will You Read With Us?
In January, the pastors’ Sunday messages will draw on the book:

Questions God Asks Us, by Trevor Hudson
The questions, drawn on people’s interactions with God throughout the
scriptures, include:


Where is your brother/sister? (Genesis: Cain and Abel – What is our
responsibility to our neighbors?)



What is that in your hand? (Exodus: Moses – How does God help us to use
the gifts at hand to accomplish God’s purposes?)



Who do you say that I am? (Jesus’ question to his disciples – including us!)



Do you understand what I have done for you? (Jesus asks his disciples to absorb the nature
of servanthood)

While we often think about questions we would ask God, this book asks us to come at things
from a different perspective – listening through the Bible for God’s questions to us.
If you’d like to read the book, it is available from Amazon and Cokesbury. If you need help
ordering, please contact the church office!

Inter-Church Event
January 21 at 3 pm
“Who do you say that I am?”
We all follow Jesus —
so why are our churches different?

Save the date for Sunday, January 21 for a
very special Inter-Church event presented
jointly by several local churches. The
community is invited for a coffee and
conversation program to be held at the
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 547
Saratoga Road at 3:00 pm. The discussion
will focus on the topic “Who do you say that
I am?” We all follow Jesus — so why are our
churches different? This presentation is led
by a panel of local church leaders and will
include Q & A. Refreshments will be served
— please plan on joining us for this
interesting program!

Many thanks to all who offer food, time, and hospitality for Sunday
morning coffee hours! For many years, our practice has been to assign
each month to a committee or team, who then share responsibilities for
the Sundays in their month.
With shifts in our committee structure, the schedule is changing somewhat,
and we would like to take this opportunity, also, to include more people in this
ministry of hospitality.
As we all know, coffee hour is more than refreshments. This is a time for
fellowship, getting acquainted with each other, catching up on news and
extending invitations, all the things that occur when we share a table together.
In January, some of our Church Council leaders, who are familiar with the
process, have committed to invite new people to join them for a Sunday. Each
month, the hope and expectation is that the responsible committee will also invite new people and “apprentice”
them. This way, through the course of the year, we hope to build up the community of those who share in the joy
of this ministry of hospitality. So, if you’ve never hosted before, you may get an invitation to help!
Committee in Charge of Coffee Hour
January: Church Council
February: Grow Team
March: UMW
April: SPRC
Early June: (6/3, 6/10) Welcome Late June (6/17, 6/24), July & August (Punch on the Patio): Outreach
Early October (10/1, 10/8, 10/15): Endowment Late October (10/22, 10/29): Memorials November: UMW

If you would like to have
“The Methodist” emailed to
you each month rather than
mailed, just email us at
burnthillsumc@gmail.com.

Access an up-to-date
church calendar at:
nybhumc.com/calendar.html

The Burnt Hills United Methodist Church
Office Phone:

(518) 399-5144

Fax:

(518) 399-0384

E-Mail:

burnthillsumc@gmail.com

Web:

www.nybhumc.com

Office Hours:

Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC
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May: Trustees
September: Discipleship
December: Church Council

View BHUMC sermons
on our website at:
nybhumc.com/sermons.html

Staff
Rev. Holly Nye, Lead Pastor
Rev. Gail Falsetti, Associate Pastor
Kimberly Jess, Communications Coordinator
Kimberly Spath, Treasurer
Peter Pranys, Financial Secretary
Vicky Handy, Organist, Music Director
Maintenance, Carolyn Earhart
Linda Laferriere and Jen Robbins,
Sunday School Superintendents
Cheryl Brady and Stacy Herbage,
Preschool Staff

United
Methodist
Women

Circles are groups of women who meet monthly for a variety of programs and
projects. You are always welcome to join us whenever the topic suits your
interest or the time suits your schedule. All meetings include tasty refreshments
and warm fellowship.
Tuesday Connection Circle will meet in Fireside Room on Tuesday, January 9
at 9:30 am. We will be making Valentines for a nursing home. For more info,
contact Holly Rogers at 518-399-8629.
Special K Circle will meet in Fireside Room on Monday, January 22 at 6:30 pm.
(Note the earlier start time.) We will be watching the movie Hidden Figures.
For more info, contact Holly Rogers at 518-399-8629.
Thursday Circle will be meeting at Coburg Village each month. To find out
when the room has been reserved, call Ann Chatterton at 518-280-1446 or
check the UMW bulletin board across from the church office.
Super Bowl Chili Orders will be taken during coffee hours on January 21 and
28. Chili will be available on Sunday, February 4. Quarts are $11 each with meat
and $10 without. All proceeds go towards UMW’s mission pledge.

Community Lunch

We are starting our 6th year of community lunches this month! The luncheon
will be on Thursday, January 18 from 12-1:30 pm. We will be serving Wedding
Soup. The luncheons are open to all so please spread the word. Come, enjoy
the fellowship and good food! Sign-up lists will be posted on the bulletin board
outside Knight Hall for requested donated items and team members. Please
mark any donations Community Lunch and bring them in by Tuesday, January
16. If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Christie.

Lunch
Bunch

Lunch Bunch will meet on Friday, January 26 at The Charlton Tavern
at 12:15 pm. Contact Carol Borthwick (518-399-5405) or Lynn Christie
(518-399-8838) if you would like to attend. In December we had to switch
from the Charlton Tavern to Stella Pasta Bar & Bakery due to a wedding.

Caregiver
Support Group

As a caregiver: Are you worried about safety issues and driving abilities?
Are you considering assisted living or a skilled nursing facility?
Are your loved one’s finances in order?

These are just some of the many caregiving issues that are addressed at our
monthly hour meetings. It helps to talk to others who are going through the
same experiences.
Our next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, January 6 at
10:30 am in the Fireside Room. Along with an informal sharing time, the
January meeting will focus on “Facts About Hospice”. The caregivers who
attend this support group are in all stages of caregiving from just taking care
of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with hospice
in nursing homes. Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at
518-399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com for any questions.

Many thanks to all who donated food items and/or helped with the 4 th annual
Thanksgiving “dinner” luncheon. We also thank the Ballston Spa National Bank for
their financial support. We served 100+ meals and it was a wonderful time of
fellowship for the team and for all who shared in the meal. I encourage each of you
to mark your calendars now for November 15, 2018. We as a church family have
been blessed in so many ways! Rita Taylor for the Community Lunch team

Updates from
the Trustees

ELECTION OF OFFICERS At our recent meeting the Trustees held their
election of Officers for 2018. Those currently serving were reelected for
another term. Officers include: Bert Longbotham, Chair; Mike Ormsby, Vice
Chair; Dale Delano, Treasurer; and Greg Adams, Secretary. Other members of
the Board of Trustees include: Jerry Brady, Chris Hyde, and Dan Walz.
NEW ROUTE 50 SIGN AJ Signs recently attended a Town of Ballston Zoning
Board meeting to seek a variance for our new sign and because it was
designed to be too high and too large – the request was tabled. They are
currently trying to come up with a new design that will help to get our
message out to the public and look nice.
RENOVATIONS FOR BATHROOMS By the time this newsletter is sent out we
should be deep into the renovation of the bathrooms. Demolition will begin
after Christmas and we are accumulating the materials and supplies for the
project so they are all on hand for January.
SANCTUARY FLOOR The Lord’s Acre Fair Committee recently donated $3,000
to begin a savings fund to accumulate money to be able to install a new
Sanctuary Floor. We would expect that before a new floor is installed the
Sanctuary would be painted. We aren’t sure when this will take place but we
want you to know that it is something we hope to do in the near future.
We are also pleased that the Memorial Committee also started a fund for the
Sanctuary Floor. Family and friends may now choose to dedicate memorials to
this fund.
DOORS BY THE ALTAR New doors for the rooms on the side of the altar have
been ordered in memory of George Tongue. We hope to have them installed
sometime this winter.

Preschool News

In January, our T-Th class will learn about snow and ice, hot vs. cold, and life at
the north and south poles. We will have a special visitor from Stratton Air
National Guard to show us about Antarctica and have a “Penguin Party!”
The MWF class will talk about the new year, the four seasons and the calendar.
We will learn about animals in winter and have a “Hibernation Party”. We will
also talk about health and physical fitness and take a trip to the Children’s
Museum.
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Attention all church members! If you have a preschool age child, we offer early
registration if you would like to enroll them for fall. Registration will open to the
public at our Open House on January 27, so call us NOW! For more information
about our program, please call Stacy Herbage at 619-981-6015 or 518-399-5144.
Our website is www.bhpreschool.com or find us on Facebook.

Sunday School
Update

Hello Parents,
We hope you enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Season with your family and loved
ones. It is hard to believe we just said goodbye to 2017 and are welcoming in
2018 already.
This semester the students will continue learning the story of Jesus' birth by
hearing of the Shepherds’ visit, the visit from the Wise Men, and the discovery
of Jesus at the Temple by Simeon and Anna, among other stories.
We are also back to our regular Sunday School schedule beginning January 7,
which is as follows:
January 7
Regular Sunday School classes
January 14
Regular Sunday School classes (MLK weekend)
January 21
Regular Sunday School classes
January 28
Regular Sunday School classes
Substitute teachers are always welcome. If your child attends and
enjoys Sunday School, please consider helping out. It's easier than you might
think! We have a great curriculum and no teaching experience is necessary. If you
are interested, please email Jen and Linda at bhumcsundayschool@gmail.com.

Spiritual Growth/
Spiritual
Community
Opportunities

Feeling a nudge to learn more? Join others in prayer, learning and deepening
discipleship? Here are some of the offerings available to you. All are open to
new participants at any time.


Monday morning, 9:00 am, weekly except Monday holidays.
Earlybirds, currently discussing Questions God Asks Us.
 Wednesday morning, 9:30 am, weekly
Explorers are not meeting during the month of January, but will resume
on February 7.
 Thursday morning, 9:00 am, weekly
Women’s Bible Study Come join us in January as we study the book
A Fragile Stone by Michael Card. This study explores the life of the apostle
Peter and his friendship with Jesus. “Peter's life serves as a model for
Christian discipleship, offering hope that we likewise can be changed as
Jesus calls us to follow him”. The study begins on January 11 and runs for
9 weeks. If interested, please contact Renee Mesh, 518-491-4197, so she
knows how many books to order.
Want to start a group or study? Please speak with the pastors with your idea.

We would like to encourage you to help welcome people to our church by

Name
Tags

wearing your name tags. If you don’t have a name tag, feel free to complete
a Name Tag Form that can be found in the Narthex. There is no cost to you
for the name tags and they really do help to create a feeling of warmth and
welcome. If you have lost or misplaced your name tag a new one can be
made for you. If you have any questions, please contact Bert Longbotham.
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Church Council:
2017 Annual
Charge
Conference
Report

Our church held the annual Charge Conference on November 19. A task of the
meeting is to present 2017 Annual Reports which are written and published.
Please get a copy of the Annual Report and read the individual reports that
identify who we are through our collective worship and action this past year. The
church leadership is accountable to you and your interest and reactions are vital.
Another task is to approve salaries and benefits for clergy, guided by the
requirements and recommendations from NYS Upper NY Conference, the
recommendation of Staff/Parish Relations Committee and the approval of laity
through the pledging and stewardship of our personal financial resources. The
proposals for 2018 were unanimously passed, creating a budget for our clergy
salaries and benefits of $186,271 in 2018. The remaining Staff/Parish Relations
budget was offered to the Church Council for approval at the December 11
meeting and approved as part of the 2018 Annual Budget total of $361,800.
A resolution to change the title and role of Administrative Council was presented
at the Charge Conference. The resolution was passed and the name for
Administrative Council is now Church Council. The Church Council will (1) be
empowered to change its focus primarily to Grow, Invite, Send, Tend, (2)
communicate with the congregation regularly and (3) meet the specific tasks
outlined in the 2016 Book of Discipline, paragraph 252.
An additional, important task of the Charge Conference was to determine who
our church leaders will be and to take a paper ballot to approve nominated
Trustees. Please practice discernment throughout the coming year of your
personal interests and skills and the interests and skills of other persons known
to you in this church community for the purpose of continuing to build up the
leadership of this church.
There is an evolution within the church and the Church Council. The Council
officially changed its name from “Administrative” Council to “Church” Council at
the 2017 Annual Charge Conference. The new name identifies a new structure and
focus for the Council which has been in the creation for at least a couple of years.
The first agenda of the Council is to attend to the health of the ministries of the
church by planning and visioning the means by which to GROW, SEND and
WELCOME. The second agenda is to receive administrative reporting and provide
oversight, including that of all the financial health of the church.
The general structure of each meeting is to begin with prayer and meditation,
moving on to discerning where God wants us to go with our ministries. Please be
part of this worshipful, meaningful time each second Monday of the month at
7 pm. Your presence and input is needed!

Irish Peace and
Reconciliation
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There are still openings in the Volunteers in Mission, Belfast Peace Project which
focuses on peace and reconciliation in Belfast, Northern Ireland. The work is
mostly with the Belfast community, but also includes painting, gardening,
cleaning and simple carpentry. As part of this VIM project, we will also visit
important historical sites, churches and Corrymeela, a Peace Center run by the
Irish Methodist Church. The trip is May 7-19, 2018. For information, contact Mike
and Pat Thomas at 518-885-5889 or pmthomas6@mac.com.

For the most up-to-date calendar, check
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.
Want to add something to the master
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar
Request form located in the main office or
email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy.

January 2018
9am Confirmation

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

December 31

1

2

3

10:30am Worship

Office Closed

7pm SPRC Meeting 8:30am Fixits

Happy
New Year!

7
9am Confirmation
Class
9am Worship
10:30am Worship
Sunday School
11:30am Youth
Choir
12pm GROW
Team

14
9am Worship
10:30am Worship
Sunday School

21
9am Confirmation
Class
9am Worship
9am Book Study
10:30am Worship
Sunday School
11:45am Get
Aquainted
3pm Inter-church
Event

28
9am Confirmation
Class
9am Worship
10:30am Worship
Sunday School
11:30am Youth
Choir

Thursday

4

10

11

9am Earlybirds

9:30am Tuesday
Connection

8:30am Fixits

9am Women’s
Bible Study

Martin Luther King
Day

22
9am Earlybirds
9:45am UMW Board
Meeting

Saturday

6
8am Men’s
Breakfast
10:30am
Caregiver Support
Group

9

15

5

6:45pm Chancel
Choir

8
7pm Church Council
Meeting

Friday

12

1pm Karen
Tongue Memorial
Service (calling
hour at noon)

6:45pm Chancel
Choir

16

17

18

19

20

27

9am Women’s
Bible Study
11am Memorial
Committee
Meeting
12pm Community
Lunch
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

7pm Trustees
Meeting

8:30am Fixits
10:30am Prep
Community Lunch

23

24

25

26

8:30am Fixits

9am Women’s
Bible Study

12:15pm Lunch
Bunch

7pm Endowment
Meeting

13

10am Preschool
Open House

6:45pm Chancel
Choir

6:30pm Special K
Circle

29
9am Earlybirds

30

31

February 1

2

3

8:30m Fixits

9am Women’s
Bible Study

8am Men’s
Breakfast

6:45pm Chancel
Choir

10:30am
Caregiver Support
Group

Advent Night 2017

