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Greetings to all. I hope you had an enjoyable Easter!
Have you ever had one of the periods in life when you think, “Life is just too busy!” From a
Pastor’s point of view the period of Lent, Holy Week and Easter are amazing and wonderful times
– and a perfect example of that feeling of just having so much to do. This is especially true for
Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday and extending through Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Easter itself; for many it is the busiest part of the year.
The days following Easter provide not only a chance for us to continue to consider what the
Resurrection means for our faith, and for our daily lives, but also a chance to take a step back and
refocus on the need for Sabbath in our lives. Often, when Sabbath is mentioned, our minds turn
to those days when we think about going to worship, days set aside for our thoughts to turn to
God and to our faith community. While different faiths identify different days as Sabbath – it
seems that in each faith, the Sabbath Day is seen as the Day of Worship.
While that is important, we often seem to miss that Sabbath is also meant to be a day of rest, a
time to rejuvenate our minds, bodies and spirits. The very first mention of that need for rest
appears in the Creation Story in Genesis 2 - “2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day
and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” Beyond
that, Sabbath is mentioned over 170 more times throughout scripture, highlighting the
importance of this concept – the importance of the need to rest, recover and rejuvenate our souls.
This year, that instruction to seek rest seems even more timely than usual in the days following
Easter. Events in the world-wide church, in our national politics, and just life in general may be
leading many to feel a sense of, “Enough - can’t we just have a few days of peace?” This need
makes me think of Mark 6:31 where, after an extended period of teaching, healing and
responding to the needs of the people, Jesus turns to his disciples: “31He said to them, ‘Come
away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and
they had no leisure even to eat.” Interestingly, even as Jesus led his disciples to that place of
quiet for some much-needed rest, the crowds followed and he would end up engaging them once
again, illustrating just how difficult it can be to find time for rest in our busy lives. Yet, Jesus
continues to seek time for Sabbath, knowing that such rest is something that we all need for both
our bodies and our spirits.
As we move into May, to warmer weather and to the opportunities that late spring and the
summer are sure to bring, I pray that each of us can keep the need for Sabbath, the need for time
to rest and rejuvenate our souls, as something that we seek each week.
Pastor Doug

1

Upcoming Sundays
May 12 will be Youth Sunday: Junior and Senior High youth will lead worship for both services.
May 19 is Music Sunday: ONE SERVICE at 10:30 AM so that all music groups can participate
together. There will be a Special Offering for the Special Music Fund.
The two-service schedule will resume for two Sundays, May 26 and June 2. June 2 will be the last day
of Sunday School. On June 9, we begin SUMMER WORSHIP, with ONE SERVICE at 9:30 AM.

Can You Guess??
Trivia Question #1 How many vans has the Red Bird Mission received from the Campbell’s
Labels for Education Program?
Answer: The Red Bird Mission has received its 29th and final van from the Campbell’s Soup
Label Program.

Trivia Question #2 How can we support the Red Bird Mission and Christian School?
Answer: By saving Box Tops for Education, seen here, and Tyson A+ labels,
found on frozen Tyson Chicken products.
Box Tops for Education will contribute $20,000.00 yearly for gasoline, and
Tyson will continue to aid the Christian School where there is a need.
There is a manila envelope tacked to the Outreach bulletin board where you can deposit your
labels. Thank you for your support. —The Outreach Commission
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United
Methodist
Women

UMW CIRCLES are groups of women who meet monthly for
fellowship and a variety of programs and projects. All gatherings are
open and welcoming. Please feel free to attend any that suit your
schedule or interests.
TUESDAY CONNECTION will meet for lunch at Carneys on
Tuesday, May 14 at 11:30 AM. RSVP to Holly Rogers by May 10 at
399-8629.
THURSDAY CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, May 15, at Coburg
Village at 1 PM. For details, call Ann Chatterton at (518) 487-9443 or
Metta at 399-6815.
SPECIAL K will meet on Monday, June 3, at the home of Nancy
Adams for a pot luck dinner. We’ll get started at 5:30 but come
whenever you can. Directions will be posted on the UMW bulletin
board across from the church office. For more info, call Holly Rogers
at 399-8629.

Community Lunch

Caregiver
Support Group

The Community Lunch will be on Thursday, May 16, from 12-1:30 PM.
We will be serving Stuffed Pepper soup as well as egg salad and white
tuna sandwiches. The luncheons are open to all so please spread the
word. Come, enjoy the fellowship and good food! Sign-up lists will be
posted on the bulletin board outside Knight Hall for requested
donated items and team members. Please mark any donations
“Community Lunch” and bring them in by Tues, May 14. Our
coordinator for May is Terry Pranys. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact her by phone/text at (518) 256-8476, or email
tpranys@hotmail.com.

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”
—Benjamin Franklin
In an hour once a month, you will learn some caregiving skills, have
access to caregiving resources, and realize that you are not alone in this
experience.
Our next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, May 4,
at 10:30 AM in the Fireside Room. Along with an informal sharing
time, the May meeting will focus on “Suggestions for Handling Guilt”.
The caregivers who attend this support group are in all stages of
caregiving, from just taking care of a loved one in their own
apartment or house to those dealing with hospice in nursing homes.
Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at 399-8838 or
hlchristie@aol.com for any questions.
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Sunday School
Update

It is fitting that the final unit of this Sunday School year is
about family, friends and the lessons associated with Proverbs
17:17: "Friends love all the time, and kinsfolk are born for times
of trouble." We have watched our Sunday School classes grow
in friendship over the year and become more a part of our church
family.
May is the month where we give thanks to mothers everywhere
for being in our lives. We will celebrate the women of our
congregation on Mother's Day with a small token, and invite
everyone to worship together at the 10:30 AM service so that our
Sunday School teachers who are also moms may enjoy the
service with their family.

Looking ahead to June, our final regular Sunday School class of
the year will be on June 2, where we will honor our teachers with
a small token of our appreciation and a cake during coffee hour. We hope you will join us in
thanking them for their faithful service throughout the year!
The Sunday School schedule is as follows:
May 5

Regular Sunday School

May 12

No Sunday School (Mother's Day). Youth leading worship:
younger kids, come and enjoy worship.

May 19

Regular Sunday School

May 26

K-5 Combined (Memorial Day Weekend)

June 2

Regular Sunday School (last)

Spring is finally here, and our Preschool is gearing up for a very busy month.
Preschool
The three-year old class will have a unit on all kinds of transportation. This will
News
include visits by Mike Brewster with his tow truck, Al Pirigyi with his tractor, a
police car and/or a fire engine.
Special activities in the four-year old class will include learning about metamorphosis in
butterflies and frogs, growing some seeds and learning about plants. We will celebrate finishing
the alphabet after having worked on one letter each week
all year!
We will take a field trip to Brookside Museum to watch
sheep being sheared and to learn how cloth is made. The
children will be practicing for a graduation
ceremony, as well as a play for their families during the
last week of school.
All of our students will be making special surprises for
their moms and talking about how much they mean to us as
Mother’s Day approaches. Everyone will also plant some
seeds and watch them grow.
We look forward to a visit from Pastor Holly or Doug,
summer birthday celebrations and a family picnic at
Shenantaha Park.
Our classes for this coming fall still have a few
openings. For more information about our programs, please call the church office at 399-5144 or
Stacy Herbage at (619) 981-6015. You may visit our website at bhpreschool.com, or spread the word
by liking and sharing us on Facebook!
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Camperships and Camp Sign-ups
It has been a hectic spring, and the time for looking at, deciding
on and registering for the UMC Camps is quickly coming due.
You can find 2019 Summer Camp Registration forms and the
Upper New York Scholarship forms, as well as our own
Campership forms, in the church office, or contact Pastor Doug.
Information on the camping opportunities available can be
found at www.campsandretreats.org/2019. This site provides
information on programs at all five Upper New York Camp
locations.
If anyone is interested in visiting a camp, getting to meet some of the staff, and experiencing the
locations before sending your children off, there are open-house days for each location:
Sky Lake- May 19th, 1:30-5 PM; Skye Farm – June 1st, 10 AM-3 PM; Aldersgate – June 15th, 2-7 PM
Casawasco- June 16th, 2-7 PM

Asbury- June 30th, 2-5 PM.

Burnt Hills UMC offers Campership funds to help assist families with needs. The deadline to
apply for those funds is Saturday, June 1. Completed forms will be evaluated by our campership
committee, and scholarships will be awarded based on the number of applications received,
need of applicants, and level of participation in the life and ministry of the church. To register
for camps, there is a $75 deposit fee, due at registration. All funds awarded as Camperships will
be paid directly to the camp, and scholarships are for Upper New York UMC camps only. Please
return completed application forms to the campership mailbox (top row/middle box) by June 1.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

Ham &
Turkey
Dinner

Lunch
Bunch

Our Community Dinner for June will be Saturday, June 8,
2019. Dinners, eat in or take out, will be available from 4:30
to 7 PM. The menu will include sliced ham and turkey, our
famous potato salad, green beans, a green salad, rolls and
homemade desserts. Sign-ups for kitchen preps and serving
our community will be posted the first week in May. Please
consider how you can help. Thank you.

The next Lunch Bunch gathering will be at Carney’s on Friday, May 31,
at 12:15 PM. Contact Carol Borthwick (399-5405) or Lynn Christie
(399-8838) if you would like to attend. Please note that the May & June
restaurants were switched from the restaurant schedule that was handed
out in September.
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On April 14th, Pete Farrell made the following announcement, on behalf of
the Next Steps team….
What a moral, ethical, spiritual dilemma our United Methodist Church is in. The current hot
controversy over whether the United Methodist Church will allow God’s children that are of a
non-heterosexual nature to get married in a United Methodist Church or will allow ordination of
non-heterosexual elders and pastors in United Methodist churches is reaching a critical level.
The General Conference has voted to retain language in the Book of Discipline that rejects gay
marriage, and punishes ordained pastors that perform those weddings. It also determined what
punishments would happen for being an openly non-heterosexual ordained pastor. These are
important things to consider for every United Methodist.
Members of this United Methodist Church have been meeting to organize a method to engage all
of you, as well as all the other current members of this Burnt Hills congregation, in helping us
know where each of us stand, and where we want our church to go into the future. On May 19,
after our awesome Music Sunday service, we will be having a free luncheon, offering free child
care, and asking each of you to attend. We plan to call you with a personal invitation. We will
have group questions and answers, where your answers will be noted. There is no judgement
and your answers will only be known to the people you share the table with. Our goal is to
establish an objective assessment so that we can formulate a plan with which to proceed into
these uncharted waters.
The members of the group that have been working towards this assessment are: our Pastors,
Holly and Doug, Paula Miller, Glenda Hughes, Stephanie Tope, Greg and Nancy Adams, Karen
Lathrop, Libby Horn, Mary Alice Nyhan, Pat MacFarland, Sue Krempa, Pat Thomas, and myself
and Mary Jo. We will be the ones you may receive the phone call from, and who may be at your
table at the luncheon. You may also reach out to any of us for more information, or to add yourself
as a member of the group. Please pray for us, for our congregation and for the United Methodist
Church as we seek solid ground upon which to stand.

Upper New York Area Resident Bishop Mark J. Webb
has announced regional gatherings that he will be hosting
throughout the Upper New York Conference in April and
May. These regional gatherings will primarily focus on
unpacking the Judicial Council's decision regarding the
constitutionality of the petitions that made up the
Traditional Plan affirmed by the delegates of the 2019
Special Session of The General Conference. It will also be
a time to help attendees to understand what becomes part
of the Book of Discipline on January 1, 2020, and what does
not. These times will include an opportunity for questions
and conversation about what God might be doing in and
through The United Methodist Church in the future. There
will be a brief time of worship at each gathering as
well. The date, time and location of the gathering in
our area is: Wednesday, May 29, from 6:30- 8:30 PM
at Shenendahowa UMC.
6

For the most up-to-date calendar, check
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.
Want to add something to the master
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar
Request form located in the main office or
email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy.

May 2019
Sunday

April 28

Monday

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday

Thursday

2

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Seekers
6pm Girl Scouts
6pm VFW Ziti Prep
6pm Girl Scouts
6:45pm Girl Scouts
7pm Youth Group
7pm Chancel Choir

8am Men’s
Breakfast
10:30am
Caregiver
Support Group

11

6

7

8

9

9am Worship
10:30am Worship/
Sunday School

9am Earlybirds
6pm Daisy Scouts
6:30pm Daisy
Scouts

9am Women’s
Retreat Team
6:30pm SPRC
7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Cub
Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Seekers
10:30am BHBL
Women’s Club
7pm Chancel Choir

13

14

12 Mother’s
Day
Youth Sunday

9am Earlybirds
7pm Church
Council

9am Worship
10:30am Worship

19

20

MUSIC SUNDAY
9am Earlybirds
ONE SERVICE ONLY 6pm Daisy Scouts
10:30am Worship/ 6:30pm Daisy
Sunday School
Scouts
11:30am Lunch
and Conversation
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Saturday

May 1

5

Blood Pressure
Screenings

Friday

10

4

10am Private
Surprise
Party

15 8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
11:30am
Study
Tuesday
10am
Prep.
Connection Circle
Community
Lunch
at Carney’s
1pm “Thursday”
7pm Boy Scouts Circle at Coburg
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

16

9am Seekers
4pm Women’s
12pm Community
Retreat at
Lunch
Dominican Retreat
7pm Youth Group House
7pm Chancel Choir

17

Women’s
Retreat at
Dominican
Retreat House

21

22

23

25

1:30pm BHBL
Women’s Club
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Trustee
Meeting

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Seekers
7pm Chancel Choir

24

18

Preschool Setup in north side of Knight Hall for Closing Exercises
26
9am Worship
10:30am Worship/
Sunday School
(K-5 combined)

27 Memorial
Day
9am Earlybirds

28

29

30

31

June 1

7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
Study
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
6:30 UMW
Regional Gathering
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Seekers
10am BHBL
Summer Camp
6pm Preschool
Strawberry Hulling Scholarship
Closing Exercises
forms due
7pm Youth Group 12:15 Lunch
7pm Chancel Choir Bunch at Carney’s

Preschool Setup in north side of Knight Hall
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Hail to our Heros!
Lew Geene, one of our longtime BHUMC members, is a World War II veteran.
Recently, he shared with us his battle helmet, complete with shrapnel holes. As he said,
“ I almost didn’t make it to my 20th birthday.” The helmet was officially decommissioned
and awarded to him. Thank you, Lew, and all our other veterans,
for your brave and selfless service for our country.
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