
 

 

 
Contact Us 

Office Phone: 518-399-5144 
Fax: 518-399-0384 
E-Mail: 
burnthillsumc@gmail.com 
Web: www.nybhumc.com 
Office hours: Monday-Friday 
                      8:30 am-12:30 pm 

 
Worship hours  

 9:30am  
 

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Amy Gregory 

revgregorybhumc@gmail.com 
 

Associate Pastor 

Pastor Ian Urriola 

iurriola@burnthillsumc.org 
 

Music Directors 
Peter Van Keuren 

Jill Zygo 
 

Sound and Video 
Charles Hartmann 

 

Sunday School Superintendent 
 Jodi Facteau-St. Gelais 

 

Communications Coordinator 
Robyn Axon 

 

Custodian 
Nick Adami 

 

Treasurer 
Dee Lowman 

treasurer@burnthillsumc.org 
 

Financial Secretary 
Sue Zoller 

financialsecretary@burnthillsumc.org 
 

Preschool Staff 
Stephanie Tope -  Teacher 
Angie Barclay -  Assistant                  
                              Teacher 
Karen Lathrop - Director 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook 

https://

www.facebook.com/                        

               BurnthillsUMC 
 

   Follow us on Instagram 

   Burnthillsumc518 
 

    Youtube livestream:           

     @burnthillsumcvideos480 
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The Methodist 

Deadline for articles for the June Methodist is May 15.  Please submit your 
articles to Robyn @ burnthillsumc@gmail.com  
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Plastic Egg Donations 

Since the church had such an amazing turnout this year for the Easter egg hunt, 
they are thinking of doing 2 bins of eggs for next year.  If you see eggs that are 
50-75% off and would like to donate a bag, there is a box outside of the front 
office.  

Music Offering 

Sunday, May 11th is Music Sunday at BHUMC.  We will celebrate with our 
choirs  leading us in worship--our Chancel Choir, Youth Choir and Voices of 
Hope.  There will be lots of special music to inspire and uplift our spirits.  It is 
also our tradition on Music Sunday to contribute to a "Special Music Sunday" 
offering to support our music ministry.  Thank you for your generosity.  And, 
thank you to all of our talented folks who give of their musical talents to                       
nurture our spirits in worship. You may give to the special offering                           
throughout the month of May by giving online through the Vanco platform or 
by using a "Music Sunday" special offering envelope.   



 

 

Prayer Chain 

Would you like to be on the prayer chain? Email 

coordinator Cat Jenkins, prayer.bhumc 

@gmail.com or contact the church office at 518-

399-5144 or burnthillsumc@gmail.com 
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Missing Members 

We have no current contact information for some of 

our church members: Tim and Karen Board, Patricia 

Hofmann, Christopher Oakes, Bryce Kaler and Bill Mar-

ley.  Please call or email the church office if you know 

how we can reach out to them. 

De-Escalation Training  

In preparation of our witness and support at 

various Pride events this summer, our friends 

at First  Schenectady UMC (603 State Street, 

Schenectady) are hosting a FREE de-escalation 

training on Saturday, May 17, at 1pm. The 

training will be facilitated by Sylvester Doyer, 

a veteran community organizer and  activist 

and member of FUMC: Schenectady.  If you 

intend on attending Pride events this summer 

and are concerned about possible presence of 

counter-protestors, this event is highly                       

recommended.  Contact  Pastor Ian for more                        

information. 

 

 

 

 

Gun Safety Presentation  

May is Gun Safety Awareness month.  Our Social  Justice Action Group invites you to come and  listen to 

members of the gun safety group, Mother’s Demand Action, a student group Marching For Our Lives, and a 

member from the NY  State Police Department discuss these issues and answer all your questions about                

keeping our church and family safe.  Please join us on Sunday, May 4 at 1:00 pm in Knight Hall.  If you have 

any questions please contact Sue Hennessy at henn1219@ hotmail.com. 



 

 

Memorial Committee Scholarships 

College around the corner? We urge high school seniors to apply for Memorial Committee scholarships 

now. Applications are available in the church office. 

You may also call the church office at (518) 399-5144 and ask for an application 

to be mailed to you or go to the Church website: nybhumc.com and click on 

“more” to download the cover letter and application.                                               

The deadline for submission is May 12. 

Lynn Christie 
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Native American Ministries Sunday is May 4 

United Methodists are called to recognize and honor the gifts 

and contributions made by Native Americans to our society and 

church. The United Methodist Church acknowledges a gap in                   

understanding Native American life and culture, while affirming 

the sacredness of Indigenous peoples, their languages, their 

unique identities and their contributions to the church and the 

world. 

Contributions help develop and strengthen Native American                

ministries within each United Methodist annual conference and 

provide scholarships for Native Americans pursuing ordained or 

licensed ministry. 

If you would like to give electronically, please visit the church 

website at nybhumc.com/online-giving.html. 

Crop Walk 
 

Once again, let's take small steps that will make a BIG difference in our community and globally!   BHUMC 

will join a community event on Sunday, May 4th, for Schenectady's CROP Hunger Walk - and this year's 

theme, "Chicken, Beans, and Big Dreams!"  We will collect monetary donations ahead of the event 

to support people locally and globally in finding sustaining answers for hunger, shelter and employment 

issues.  Our church has participated in this event over many years. 

Registration for walkers will begin at noon, and the Opening Ceremony will start at 1 pm, with the Walk 

to follow! This year, we will be walking at St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish School, 1801 Union St. Schenectady, 

NY 12309.  We can carpool.   

Speak with Paula Miller (518-399-7422) or go online for registration: 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/event/schenectadyny  

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/event/schenectadyny


 

 

Lunch Bunch       

Lunch Bunch will meet Friday, May 23rd at The Ripe Tomato (2721Route 9, Malta) at 12:00pm. You must 

make a reservation with Carol Borthwick (399-5405) or Lynn Christie (399-8838) to attend. 
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 Men’s Breakfast  
 
Please join us  on Saturday, May 3, at 8:00 am in Knight Hall.  Men of all ages are     

invited.  Come and meet other people of the church and share good food and                         

fellowship.  Hope to see you there! 

Message from Finance Committee 

Do you have questions about online giving using Vanco services at Burnt Hills UMC? Or questions about 

how to change your church pledge for 2025? If so, you are invited to visit a Helpdesk Table during a Coffee 

Hour in May, hosted by members of the Finance Committee. For questions related to your current 2025 

estimate of giving or your 2025 Quarter 1 Statement, please contact Sue Zoller, our Financial Secretary 

at financialsecretary@burnthillsumc.org.   

Soup Kitchen 

This month, we will be serving at the soup kitchen on May 19.  Please sign up 

and bring all ingredients by Friday, May 16.  (If you make a different plan,  please 

put a notation on the signup sheet on the bulletin board outside Knight Hall.  It 

saves us duplicating ingredients.)  We will be making the soup after 2nd service 

on May 18.  We will leave the church on Monday, May 19 at 10 AM to serve at 

Salvation Army in Schenectady.  We are always looking for new people to prep and serve.  If you would like 

to sign up to help prep or serve, please sign up on the bulletin board or scan the QR code for sign

-up genius.  Lots of fun and feels good to help others.  I have signed up for another year of 

"every other month" on faith that our church will step up to continue to  support this important 

mission.  Further info: Libby Horn,  518-698-4043.  

Lawn Mowing 

Need your lawn mowed this summer? Save money, I'll use your                    
lawnmower. You name the price. Call Cindy Peterson at 518-630-9323. 

mailto:financialsecretary@burnthillsumc.org
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Missionary Rev. Charles Mulemena to speak 
at Eastern Parkway UMC on Monday, May 19 

 
The Rev. Charles I. Mulemena, a dedicated missionary serving with the 
General Board of Global Ministries, will be visiting the Eastern Parkway 
United Methodist Church at 6 PM on Monday, May 19.  
 

Rev. Mulemena is a pastor and trainer for the MCCA Belize Honduras                
District, The Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, and has 
an inspiring story of service that spans continents. 
 

Originally from Kitwe, Zambia, Rev. Mulemena has worked in a variety of                  
ministry roles, including as a pastor, and director of the New Life Center in    

Zambia. He is passionate about evangelism and cross-cultural mission work. He was commissioned in 2015. 
 

During his time with us, Rev. Mulemena will share his experiences and the impact of his ministries in Belize. 
This is a unique opportunity to hear firsthand about the work of the United Methodist Church in the                               
Caribbean and the Americas and learn how the global church is making a difference in communities far and 
wide. 
 

This event is part of his visit to the Upper NY Annual Conference (May 22-24, 2025) and a series of local                      
congregation visits between May 14-21. We are honored to welcome him and we invite you to come and be 
inspired by his testimony and mission work. 
 

Eastern Parkway UMC is located at 943 Palmer Ave., Schenectady. 

Refreshments will follow the event, so please stay and join us for fellowship! 

Blood Drive 

Burnt Hills 

United Methodist Church 

816 Route 50, Burnt Hills, NY  12027 

Knight Hall 

 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025 

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Please schedule an appointment at                                                   

redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code 

BURNTHILLSUMC or call 1-800-redcross. Scan to schedule  
an appointment 

Scan to be directed 
to RapidPass 



 

 

BHUMC Council Meetings 

Church Council meets once a month on the third Monday of the month at 7:00 pm in Knight Hall, with an 

option to join live online via Zoom—a hybrid meeting.  All church members are invited to attend and                      

participate.  Contact April Hicks, Council Chair, at BHUMC_Council @gmail.com for the Zoom link for any 

given month, or to be added to the standing invitation email distribution list.  We will not meet in April.  The 

next meeting is Monday, May 19 at 7:00 pm.   

                      United Methodist Women 

      
     UMW Circles are small groups that gather monthly for fellowship and a variety   
     of programs and projects.  All meetings are open and welcoming.  Always feel  
     free to join in.  For more information contact Holly Rogers at 399-8629. 
  

Tuesday, May 6   9:30    UMW Board in Fireside   This will be a meeting of those who may be interested in 
reactivating the UMW board.   Attending is not a commitment but we would appreciate your ideas and    
support.   

Tuesday Connection Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 13 at 9:30 AM in Fireside.   

Special K Circle will meet on Monday, June 2 at noon for a picnic at church near the pollinator garden or 
inside if it rains.  Bring your own bag lunch.  Dessert will be provided. 
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Studies for Adults: Please join us! 
 

• Early Birds with Pastor Amy, meets Mondays at 9:30 am in the Fireside room.  We begin a new study on 

May 12, Gifts of the Dark Wood: Seven Blessings for Soulful Skeptics (and other wanderers) by Eric Elnes.  

Books are available in the church office.  $5.00 suggested donation.  Join us any Monday. 

• Explorers meets with Pastor Ian on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Fireside Room. We are             

currently working through a series on the Book of Revelation featuring video presentations by Dr. Craig 

Koester from Luther Seminary. This series has no pre-reading or homework attached to it—just come 

ready to learn and ask questions!  

• Seekers: Sisters in Christ, ongoing study meets Thursdays at 9:15 am in Knight Hall.  Join us any                   

Thursday.   

Prayer Blankets 

Thinking of giving someone a special gift when they are sick, having surgery or just to let them know you 

are thinking about them while they are going through a difficult time?  Consider giving them a prayer               

blanket.  They are $10.00 each and are available in burgundy, grey, purple, dark green, navy blue, red and 

royal blue.  Deb Whitehead will embroider a name on the blanket.  Forms and blankets are available in the 

office. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTION GROUP 

Helpers Needed To make Rainbow Loom Bracelets for local PRIDE (LGBTQ+) celebrations!  Supplies are in 

Knight Hall.  Please return  bracelets to BHUMC by May 25th!  Contact Cathy Bryson cell 518-428-9691 with 

any questions. 

Grow Team 

Spirituality and Hospitality 

Thank you to everyone who made our egg hunt a huge success! We are thankful to share this fun event with 
the community! There must have been 75 to 100 kids this year!  

Upcoming events  

May 17-Change the World event at Skye Farm!  Youth 6th -12th grade.  Worship & work day.  End at 3:00 
pm. Bring your own lunch and work gloves! Please let Cathy Bryson know if you are interested!     
Catbryson@aol.com or cell 5184289691 

Save the date! Vacation Bible School  -  August 11 to 14 for kids, teen helpers, and adult volunteers! 

mailto:Catbryson@aol.com


 

 

Caregiver Support Group 

Are you the caregiver for a family member or friend?  Do you know of                

someone who is having difficulties with caregiving?  It helps to talk to                 

others who are going through the same experiences.  This group is open to 

both church members and non-church members. 

The next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, May 3, at 10:30 

am in the Fireside Room.   The caregivers who attend this support group are in 

all stages of caregiving from just taking care of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those deal-

ing with hospice in nursing homes.  Diane Skibinski is the facilitator and can be reached at 

dskibins@gmail.com or 518-423-2887 for any questions.   

Registration Open for Skye Farm Camp Summer Camp! 
 

In the summer months we host a resident Christian summer camp where all youth 

from ages 6 to 18 are invited to spend a week or more at one of our exciting  summer 

camp programs. 

Scan the QR code to view the program offerings and to register. Our 

church offers camperships to pay for summer camp.   Contact Pastor                     

Amy or Jodi Facteau-St.Gelais. 
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Coffee Hour Celebrating Shelby Bryson and Orion  

In May, Shelby Bryson and Orion Marchese will be getting    

married here at Burnt Hills United Methodist Church. In order 

to more fully celebrate with their church family, they are                 

graciously hosting a special coffee hour on Sunday, May 

4. We’re grateful for Shelby and Orion’s hospitality that day, 

and we hope that you will make a special effort to come and 

celebrate the start of this next chapter in their lives together. 

Pastors Amy and Ian would also like everyone to know that 

Shelby and Orion are registered at The Knot, and you can view 

their registry at https://www.theknot.com/us/shelby-bryson-

and-orion-marchese-may-2025/registry or by scanning this QR 

Code.  

Reading is Fun! 

The Reading is Fun program mobilizes volunteers to reinforce reading-readiness as well as conversational 

and vocabulary skills with Schenectady’s students in Pre-K through 3rd grade.  Presently, Reading is Fun 

has 102 volunteers reading with 247 students and 89 teachers in Schenectady’s 11 elementary schools.  

Please donate used children’s books for tutoring in Schenectady schools.  We will be collecting books in 

the church office until 5/31/25.  Financial contributions welcome as well. 

mailto:dskibins@gmail.com
https://www.theknot.com/us/shelby-bryson-and-orion-marchese-may-2025/registry
https://www.theknot.com/us/shelby-bryson-and-orion-marchese-may-2025/registry


 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
9:15am Seekers/KH 
7:00pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

2 

10:00am 
Preschool/
Sanctuary 

5:30 pm Troop 
2169/KH 

3 
8:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 

10:30am 
Caregiver’s 
Support Group/FS 

11:00 am Party/
KH 

4 
9:30am Worship 

9:45am Youth Choir 
11:30am Voices of 
Hope  

12:00 pm Crop Walk/
St. Kateri 

1:00 pm SJAG Gun 
Safety/KH 

 

5 
9:30am Earlybirds 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

5:30pm Troop #3872/
Upstairs 

6:00pm Troop #3892/
KH 

6:30pm Troop #3801/
FS 

6:45pm Troop #2169/ 

6 
10:00am 
Meditation/               
SH Room 

10:00am United 
Methodist Women/
FS 

6:30pm SPRC/FS 

7:00pm Troop #56/
KH 

7 
8:30am Fix-its 
9:30am Explorers/FS 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

6:00pm Troop #3857/
upstairs 

7:00pm AA/FS 

7:00pm This Land is 
Not Our Own 

8 
9:15am Seekers/KH 
10:30am BH-BL 
Women’s Club 
7:00pm Choir  
Rehearsal 
 

                        

9 
Setup for wedding 

10 
Bryson/Marchese 
wedding 

11  Music Sunday 
9:30am Worship 

10:00am Voices of 
Hope Choir, Youth 
Choir sing in church 
 

12 
9:30am Earlybirds 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

12:00pm BH-BL  

Women’s Club  
luncheon/KH 

6:30pm Troop 
#2424/Upstairs 

 

13 
9:30am Tuesday 
Connections 

10:00am 
Meditation/               
SH Room 

6:30pm Finance 
Meeting/FS 

7:00pm Troop #56/
KH 

 

14 
8:30am Fix-its 

9:30am Explorers/FS 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

6:00pm Troop #3910/
upstairs 

6:30 pm Saratoga 
Voices/KH 

7:00pm AA/FS 

7:00pm This Land is Not 
Our Own 

15 
9:15am Seekers/KH 

7:00pm Choir  
Rehearsal 
 

 
 

16 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

 

 

17 
1:00pm Party/KH 

18   
9:30am Worship 
10:30 am Prepare 
soup for SK 

 

19 
9:30am Earlybirds 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

10:00am Serve 
lunch at SK 

5:30pm Troop 
#3872/KH 

6:30pm Troop 
#3801/FS 

7:00pm Church 

20 
10:00am Meditation/               
SH Room 

1:00 pm BH-BL Book                 
Club/FS 

5:00pm Daisy Troop/               
Upstairs 

6:00pm Troop #3856/
Upstairs 

7:00pm Troop #56/KH 

7:00pm Trustee                
mtg./FS 
7:00pm Troop #56/KH 

21 
8:30am Fix-its 
9:30am Explorers/FS 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

6:00pm Troop #3857/
upstairs 

6:30 pm Saratoga 
Voices/KH 

7:00pm AA/FS 

7:00pm Table Talk/

22 
9:15am Seekers/KH 

7:00pm Choir                
Rehearsal 

23 
10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

12:00pm Lunch 
Bunch @Ripe 
Tomato 

24 

 

25 

9:30am Worship 
 

26 Memorial Day 
No Earlybirds 

 

 

27 
10:00am 
Meditation/               
SH Room 

7:00pm Troop #56/
KH 

 

28 
8:30am Fix-its 
9:30am Explorers/FS 

10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

12:00pm Red Cross 
Blood Drive/KH 

6:00pm Troop #3910/
upstairs 

6:30 pm Saratoga 
Voices/Sanctuary 

7:00pm AA/FS 

7:00pm SJAG/KH 

29 
9:15am Seekers/KH 

10:45am Memorial 
Committee 

7:00pm Choir                
Rehearsal 

30 
10:00am Preschool/
Sanctuary 

1:00pm Saratoga 
Voices/Scholarships 

31 
9:00am Preschool 
Graduation/
Sanctuary 

3:00pm Troop 
#2169/KH 

  

For the most up-to-date calendar, check our webpage at  
www.nybhumc.com.   Want to add something to the master calendar? Email 
burnthillsumc@gmail.com or call the office at 518-399-5144. 
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Preschool 

  Preschool had an incredible month of April.  We had    

  visits from baby chicks and bunnies for Easter as well as   

  an egg hunt.  The weather allowed us many hours                   

  playing outside on the playground, when we couldn't    

  get outside we played upstairs in our Garden Center. 
 

  May is always a bittersweet month for us.  It marks our   

  final month together before graduation and summer   

  break.  Both classes will be hard at work making                  

  Mother’s and Father's Day gifts.  Our 3 year olds have    

  many visitors in store including a tow truck, school bus,  

  and police officer.  Our 4/5 year old class will spend our  

  last month preparing for their graduation ceremony  

  and learning about Dinosaurs.   

  We have limited availability for classes starting in the   

  fall.  If you or someone you know is interested in our  

  program please reach out to Stephanie Tope at                                

  518-466 -6566 or bhumpreschool@gmail.com. 

mailto:bhumpreschool@gmail.com

