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Welcome to November! It’s the gateway to the holiday season when we celebrate harvest time and
family, the coming of Christ to the world and the start of a whole new year. It is an important time in cycle
of the seasons and a time to reflect on what we are thankful for and what is most important in our lives.
For many folks, the number one answer to the question ,“What are we thankful for?”, is family and friends.
Here at Burnt Hills UMC there are plenty of both, so we have plenty to be thankful for. Another thing to be
thankful for is the bounty of resources that God has shared with us. These include our friends and family,
but also the food on our tables, roofs over heads, the careers that so many have had and so much more.
When I think about what I give thanks for, one more thing comes to mind. I am thankful for the
opportunities to be part of the body of Christ. I feel blessed to be among folks who understand the call to
serve others; to share in the very bounty God has blessed us with. I am thankful for the opportunities
to experience how being part of the body lifts my spirit and helps me to know that our God is a living God
– who touches this world and others in it through each one of us.
As I look to our broader community though, I recognize that many of our neighbors live their lives without
the benefit of a church family or that opportunity to know the spiritual joy which comes from being part of a
loving congregation. When I talk to others, I often get a sense that they may want to have a church home,
but for some reason have not been able to take that last step to actually stop by, either here or at one of the
other churches in the area. Perhaps all that some of them need is an invitation to join us.
It is typical in our society to think it is not our business to encourage anyone else to be connected to a
church, but each of us that is connected gains something important from the experience. Whether it is
during worship, fellowship, class time, or while engaged in mission, each of us finds something so
significant in our faith and in our church community that we continue to be involved something that makes
us feel ready to give thanks for our church community, something that we feel has transformed our lives for
the better.
If that is something that we find important in our lives, I often wonder why we seem so reluctant to share it
with our neighbors and friends? What keeps us from inviting others to join us and to have the same
opportunity to find the joy and fulfillment we experience?

The holiday season seems like the perfect time to invite someone to join us. It's a time to give thanks and a
time to celebrate. It is also often the time when those who are not regularly involved with a church will tend
to give thought to visiting. This makes it the perfect time to reach out to those around us and invite them to
share in our joyful experience, to share in what we give thanks for, and to learn about the deep love we
have for each other and the world through Christ. It can be an invitation to worship, to a meal, to join in
one of our conversation groups, to help with packing food for others or any other happening of the season.
It does not have to be an invitation to a commitment, but only to an opportunity to explore and to experience for oneself the joy and power of a life in faith. Imagine what we would have to give thanks for if we
simply take the chance to extend an invitation that might help to transform someone’s life and introduce
them to the love that we know every day!
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Join us on
Advent Night,
November 30!

Make plans to joyfully usher in the holiday season with us on Friday
evening, November 30, starting at 6pm. There will be a Covered
Dish Supper, followed by a program led by the youth in the
sanctuary. At 7pm, we will be celebrating our traditions by lighting
the outdoor Memorial tree, and placing the Chrismons on our
Sanctuary tree.
The Chrismons are beautiful handcrafted ornaments, made by
church members that tell the story of God with us.
If you would like to remember a loved one with a “paper light”
representing a real light on our Memorial Tree, we will be collecting
names and $1 per name donations during the Coffee Hour after
services the last three Sundays in November. The paper lights will
be hung in Fellowship Hall throughout the Christmas season.
Community Christmas
Giving Tree will be in
the sanctuary foyer
beginning November
18. Gifts for our
neighbors are due back
by December 9.

Safe Sanctuaries Training will be offered on December 1, 2018, from 9am -noon, at First UMC,
603 State St. Schenectady, NY. Parking is available at the rear of the building (Chapel St.).
Please register for the training by emailing the lead trainer, Pastor Doug Mackey,
at Pastdm@gmail.com, using the subject "Safe Sanctuary Class".

The Burnt Hills United Methodist Church
Office Phone:

(518) 399-5144

Fax:

(518) 399-0384

E-Mail:

burnthillsumc@gmail.com

Web:

www.nybhumc.com
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Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC

Staff
Rev. Holly Nye: Lead Pastor
Rev. Douglas Mackey: Associate Pastor
Cindy Peterson: Communication Coordinator
Pete Van Keuren and Jill Zygo: Music Directors
Kimberly Spath: Treasurer
Peter Pranys: Financial Secretary
Mindy Kinney: Maintenance
Linda Laferriere and Jen Robbins:
Sunday School Superintendents

Thanksgiving
Community Lunch

Thursday Women’s
Study

Lunch
Bunch

Caregiver
Support Group

Save the Date!

5th Annual Community Thanksgiving Luncheon
Thursday, November 15th from 12-1:30pm. Please join us as we
celebrate our many blessings with each other and our community.
Reservations are not necessary but if you know you are attending,
please sign up on the list on the bulletin board or let the office know.
We have been serving 100+ at this meal so it helps with planning. It is
a wonderful day of fellowship for all attending and “working”. If you
would like to help us, please sign up – we never turn down volunteers!
We will be doing preparation on Wed., Nov. 14th as well as on lunch
day. There is a food request list posted if you are able to contribute:
please have all items at the church by Tues., Nov. 13th, with the
exception of pies (we will accept those on Wednesday or Thursday
morning). We look forward to dining with you!!! If you have any
questions, please contact Rita Taylor at 518-527-9953.

The Thursday 9am Women's Bible Study for Advent will be Because
of Bethlehem, by Max Lucado. It's a video-based study, with time for
discussion, that reminds us of God's hope and understanding. Study
books are in the office. Join us beginning December 2nd!

The next Lunch Bunch get-together will be at The Charlton Tavern
on Friday, November 30, at 12:15pm. Lunch Bunch will not meet in
December. Contact Carol Borthwick at 399-5405 or Lynn Christie at
399-8838 if you would like to attend.
Caregiver Support Group It’s not uncommon for caregivers of any
age to feel stressed and burned out by the demands of caregiving.
Talking to others who are going through the same experiences helps
relieve some of this stress.
Our next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday,
November 3rd, at 10:30am in the Fireside Room. Along with an
informal sharing time, the November meeting will focus on “Tips for
Staying Strong as a Caregiver”. The caregivers who attend this
support group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking care of
a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with
hospice in nursing homes. You do not need to be a church member
to attend. Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at
399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com for any questions.
A BHUMC Women's Retreat will be held May 17 and 18, in 2019,
a Friday evening through Saturday event, at the Dominican Retreat
Center in Niskayuna. Put it on your calendar to come and join us for a
time away of fun, fellowship and rest. Our team is planning all the
wonderful details this fall, so watch for more information in upcoming
newsletters and be sure to add this to your spring calendar.
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Sunday School News It’s been a busy but fun fall so far in Sunday School. The students in the
younger grades are learning about Jesus’ family, and the other kinds of families that are reflected in
the Bible. The older elementary grades are starting at the beginning of the Old Testament and
learning those familiar stories. Special thanks to Pastor Doug for recently filling in for Harmon in the
Middle School class, and sharing a lesson about prayer. Scott and the High School students are hard
at work on the computer.
As we approach the busy Holiday Season, we have a few events that come first according to
our Sunday School calendar:
November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

Regular Classes-Daylight Savings (fall back)
Regular Classes-Veterans’ Day weekend
Regular Classes-Bible Sunday (proposed)
K-5 Combined Classes-Thanksgiving weekend

We hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving season.
—Jen Robbins and Linda Laferriere, Sunday School Superintendents
Bring the Christmas Story to life. We are seeking children, youth, and adults to be shepherds
and kings, Joseph and Mary, Gabriel, innkeepers, angels and townspeople. Those interested should
attend an important session on Sunday, November 11, from noon to 12:30 in the sanctuary.
Rehearsals will be on Sunday afternoons, Dec. 2, 9, 16 and 23. Please join us for the fun, and to
create a special celebratory worship for 7:30pm Christmas Eve. To sign up, contact Jill Zygo at
518-859-3734, jillnyhan@yahoo.com or Mary Alice Nyhan at manyhan122@gmail.com.
Preschool News November is a month when we focus on thanking God for all His blessings in our
lives. At Preschool we are thankful for our wonderful children and their families, and for the love and
support shown to us by the Preschool Board, the Pastors and members of this church. We want to
especially thank the Lord’s Acre Fair for funding scholarships for students who otherwise could not
afford tuition.
In both of our classes we will be “counting our blessings” as Thanksgiving approaches. The 4's class
will learn about the very first American Thanksgiving and about the culture of the Native American
people and discuss where our food comes from. The last day before the holiday, they will make their
own butter, corn muffins and pudding and will have other traditional foods that may have been eaten
at the first Thanksgiving.
The T-Th class will be having fun with colors and shapes and learning about the season of FALL. They
will also talk about good nutrition and will have a Thanksgiving feast they will make themselves!

We still have a waiting list for our 4’s class, but do have an opening in the 3’s class, which meets
Tuesday and Thursday mornings. It's not too late to join in the fun! If you hear of someone who might
be interested in our program, they can find us on Facebook or visit our website
at bhpreschool.com. They could also contact our registrar, Stacy Herbage, at 619-981-6015.
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A Way Forward Following the 2016 General United Methodist Conference, the Commission on a
“Way Forward” was formed to deliberate and help the General Conference address the issue of
human sexuality and unity in The United Methodist Church. The Commission was made up of 32
individuals, including 8 bishops, 13 other clergy members and 11 lay members. They will
present a report during a Special Session of the 2019 General Conference which will be held
February 23 -26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. You may learn more about the mission, vision and
scope of the Commission on the Upper New York Conference website.
Our Rev. Holly Nye will be attending the Special Session, so please keep her and “A Way
Forward” in your prayers.
A regional gathering on “A Way Forward” will be hosting six gatherings around the Conference
in preparation for the Special Session. One such gathering will be held at Shenendehowa UMC on
December 2nd from 4 to 6pm.
Spiritual Gifts – On Sunday, November 4, from noon until 2 pm, please plan to join in on a fun
opportunity for you to learn what spiritual gifts are. We'll do some activities to help you learn
yours, (yes, we all have them) and understand how God equips you to do amazing things in his
name. This program is geared for adults, but high school students are invited to attend as
well. There will be a light lunch provided, and some lively discussion too.
**No sign-up necessary, but if you plan to attend and will need childcare, please let the office
know ahead of time.
Come learn how you, too, can save a life! The Health and Wellness
Ministry is sponsoring a CPR class here at the church on Saturday,
November 10, from 8:30am-12:30pm. For more information and to
register, please contact Glenda Hughes at 384-0237.

Thanksgiving Offering Happy Thanksgiving to all! We have so
much to be thankful for. Our Thanksgiving offering will be taken on
November 18th. All money will be given to Concerned For The Hungry,
an organization that gives away many Thanksgiving baskets in
Schenectady, but is also active all year in helping to alleviate hunger
in nearby communities. We are also asking for donations of nonperishable food. Most food will be given to the three food pantries we
support (EOC in Saratoga, ECHO in Rock City Falls and SICM in
Schenectady), but a small amount is kept here for the pastors to give
away at their discretion. Thank you for remembering those who are
hungry! We appreciate your kindness. —The Outreach Commission
SERRV/ Mayan Hands Fair Trade Sale
Our Annual Advent Sale will be held in Knight Hall on Sunday, November
25th and Sunday, Dec. 2nd after both services. We will have Christmas
ornaments, woven goods, jewelry, baskets, fair trade coffee and assorted
chocolates. Come shop where your dollars make a real difference in
people’s lives. Our church keeps none of the money. Every cent goes to
these organizations that help those in need. Thank you for thinking of
people all over the globe, who are less fortunate.
—The Outreach Committee
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JAM Ministry Fair Report We gathered in Knight Hall as part of our worship experiences at both
services on September 30 for a Jesus and Me Ministry Fair. The purpose of this feature of the worship
service was to communicate with everyone in attendance about the opportunities available for
service so that everyone could find a way to personally commit and engage in our mission of
Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Serving the World.
As you moved through Knight Hall and visited the various displays created to identify a number of
ways people could serve in our church, perhaps you considered becoming part of one of the
ministries offered? Did a new idea come to you? (There is support for new ideas, including financial
start-up support). What ACTION will you take to glorify God? HOW will you engage in worship?
HOW will you engage yourself or others in growing as a disciple? HOW will you engage in mission/
outreach? HOW will you engage in stewardship? HOW will you engage in inviting new people to
become disciples of Jesus?
Please talk to a Pastor, Karen Lathrop as Lay Leader, or any other group member or leader you know
to explore your answers to these life questions. May we all take an active role in our relationship with
Jesus.

Altar Guild News
Please start thinking about your poinsettia orders for
Advent. We do not know the prices as of yet, so stay
tuned. This Advent we will be asking the congregation
to share their Creches, which will be placed on the
windowsills, as we did last year. The variety of displays
we had last year were enjoyed. Please consider sharing
yours.
ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE Tuesday, November 6, from 7am-8pm

United
Methodist
Women

Proceeds from this fundraiser go towards our yearly mission pledge. All
donations of baked goods are gratefully accepted. They can be left in the
kitchen ahead of time, clearly marked for UMW. Customers are also
welcome! In addition to baked goods, there will be homemade crafts for
sale. They make wonderful Christmas gifts.
UMW Circles are small groups who meet monthly for fellowship and a
variety of projects and programs. All groups are open and welcoming.
Please feel free to attend any gathering that suits your calendar or interests.
TUESDAY Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 13, at 9:30am in the
Fireside Room. Lynn Barber will lead a program devoted to “Book Talk”
which will include reviews of some current books. She will also talk about
books in general, book clubs, and local and web resources. It will be fun if
you could share a title, author, and brief synopsis of a book you enjoyed
recently. For more information, call Holly Rogers at 399-8629.
THURSDAY Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 21, at 1pm at Coburg
Village. For more information, call Anne Chatterton at (518) 280-1446.
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SPECIAL K Circle will meet on Monday, November 26, at 7pm in the Fireside
Room. Sue Janes will guide us in making Christmas gift tags—
always a favorite activity. For more information, call Holly Rogers at 399-8629.

For the most up-to-date calendar, check
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.
Want to add something to the master
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar
Request form located in the main office
or email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for

November
2018
Sunday

Oct 28

Monday

Oct 29

9am Book Study 9am Early Birds
9:00am Worship 6pm Daisy
10:30am
Scouts
Worship/Sunday
School
11:30 Trunk or
Treat

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Oct 30

October 31

November 1

10am Albany
District
Gathering

8:30am Fixits
11:15 PreSchool
Parade
6pm Daisies

9am Women’s
Book Study
6pm/6:30 Scouts
7pm Chancel
Choir

11:15 PreSchool
Parade

Friday

2

Saturday

3

5pm Girl Scouts

8am Family
Breakfast
9am Work Day
10:30am
Caregiver
Support Group

7pm Boy Scouts
4 DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
9:00am Worship

5

6

7

8

9am Early Birds

5:30am General
Election
7am Bake Sale
6:30pm SPRC
Mtg
7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
6pm Daisy
Scouts
7pm Pub
Explorations

9am Women’s
Book Study
10:30am BHBL
Board Meeting

13

14

15

16

17

9:30 Tuesday
Connection
1:30pm BHBL
Womens Book
Club

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
10am Prep
Community
Lunch
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Women’s Book
Study
12pm Thanksgiving
Community Lunch

9am Ski Sale
drop-offs

9AM-12 NOON
SKI SALE

22

6pm Daisy
10:30am
Worship/Sunday Scouts
School
12pm Spiritual
Assessment
Workshop

11
12
Veterans Day Veterans Day
9:00am Worship
Observed
10:30am
Worship/Sunday
School
Altar Guild Mtg
(time TBA)
12:30 Grow
Team Mtg

18
9:00am Worship

9am Early Birds
12pm BHBL
Womens Club
General Mtg

7pm Boy Scouts

10
8:30am CPR
Training

6pm Girl Scouts

7pmChancel Choir

6pm Ski Sale dropoffs

9am Ski Sale
set up

7pm Chancel Choir

19

20

21

9am Early Birds

8am Soup
Kitchen
7pm Trustee Mtg
7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers THANKSGIVING
1pm “Thursday”
DAY
Circle
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

27

28 HALLOWEEN

29

30

7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
9:30am Explorers
10am Albany District
Gathering
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Pub Explorations

9am Women’s Book
Study

12:15pm Lunch 8am Men’s
Bunch
Breakfast
6pm Advent
Night

10:30am
Worship/Sunday 6pm Daisy
Scouts
School
12pm Charge
Conference

25
Advent Fair
Trade Sale

9

26

9am Early Birds
10am UMW
after both services
Board Meeting
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship/ 7pm Special K
Circle
Sunday School

6:00pm Girl Scouts
7pm Chancel Choir

23

24
OFFICES
CLOSED

Dec 1
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Church Work Day and Family Breakfast
On Saturday November 3rd the Trustees are sponsoring a work day to
help with the upkeep of the church from 9 to noon. Tasks that need to be
done include raking the many leaves on the property, washing
windows and helping with general cleaning. There is a Men’s breakfast
(now being called a Family breakfast since
everyone is invited) that morning and all who
attend the breakfast are welcome to join in the
work day effort. Bring your rakes, tarps and/or
cleaning supplies you might want to use. If you plan on attending,
please give Cindy in the office a call or sign up on the bulletin board
outside of Knight Hall, so that the cooks know how many will be at the
breakfast. If you have any questions, please call Bert Longbotham at
399-4490.

WINTER SPORTS Equipment Sale
Saturday, November 17th
It’s that time again. The Burnt Hills United Methodist
Church is sponsoring our 59th annual Winter Sporting
Goods Equipment Sale. The sale will be held in Knight
Hall on Saturday, Novber17th, from 9:00am till Noon.
Ice skates, sleds, sports clothing, downhill and
cross-country ski equipment, ski racks and goggles
will be sold. Bring your equipment in on Thursday,
Nov. 15th, from 6:00-9:00pm, or Friday, Nov. 16th, from
5:00-9:00pm. You determine the price for each item
and keep 75% of the selling price.
We will need your help!
1. Bring donations or items to sell. We will accept
donations before the sale. Bring them to church
(9:00am – 1:00pm M-F) and leave them in Knight Hall.
2. There is much work to be done the prior Thursday
and Friday nights of the sale, and Saturday morning and afternoon, the day of the sale. You do not
have to have knowledge of skiing to help out. Sign up on the bulletin board or call Greg Adams at
399-5875. Come lend a hand and have fun!! Thanks to all who already signed up at the Jam Session.
3. Tell all your friends and neighbors. Word-of-mouth is the best advertisement.
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