James 2:1-10, 14-17
Warning against Partiality
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in,
3
and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat
here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my
feet,” 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges
with evil thoughts?
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5

Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to
those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7 Is it not they who
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
8

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin and
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but
fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
Faith without Works Is Dead
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not
have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,”
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith
by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
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Here in this place new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away
See in this space our fears and our dreaming,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name.
We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, we are the old who yearn for your face,
we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song.
Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you:
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away,
but here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bones.

Song of Hope (Canto de Esperanza)
May the God of hope go with us every day,
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Refrain:
Praying, let us work for peace;
singing, share our joy with all;
working for a world that's new,
faithful when we hear Christ's call.
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Together We Serve TFWS 2175
Together we serve, united by love,
inviting God's world to the glorious feast.
We work and we pray through sorrow and joy,
extending God's love to the last and the least.
We seek to become a beacon of hope,
a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet.
We learn, year by year, to let love shine through
until we see Christ in each person we meet.
We welcome the scarred, the wealthy, the poor,
the busy, the lonely, and all who need care.
We offer a home to those who will come,
our hands quick to help, our hearts ready to dare.
Together, by grace, we witness and work,
remembering Jesus, in whom we grow strong.
Together we serve in Spirit and truth,
remembering love is the strength of our song.

Mark 7:24-37 The Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith
24
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,
25
but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her
daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Sir, even
the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her, “For
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30 So she went
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

