
 

 

Dear Burnt Hills United Methodist Church, 

 

I have the pleasure of knowing your pastors Holly and Doug so I know first-hand how much they 

genuinely love and care for you and the church.  I also know that they see God at work through you 

and your ministry together.  I feel very blessed to be invited into this ongoing ministry with you. I 

know pastoral changes are a challenge and an adjustment. We know intellectually that this is the 

way our system works and we can have some appreciation for it yet it seems abrupt every time it 

happens—for pastors and congregations alike. But, we know that God is the constant in this journey, 

loving us and guiding us through it all.    

I have heard how well you take care of one another and that during the pandemic you have cared 

lovingly for each other and found new ways to reach out. I’ve also heard that Burnt Hills UMC is a 

community gathering place, especially at Lord’s Acre Fair time but not only then.   

I am really looking forward to seeing how we can grow together even more in these important  

areas.  While I love times of quiet and contemplation, I can’t imagine faith without community.  That’s 

where we really have the opportunity to grow individually and as a group and to live out God’s love 

for us and our world. Jesus’ followers really need each other in so many ways. Our life together as 

the body of Christ is enriched by our differing gifts and perspectives.   

I’ve been blessed to serve many different kinds of congregations: urban, rural, suburban and even 

an international congregation in Sweden as an interim pastor assigned as a GBGM missionary.  I 

have loved them all and they have blessed me and taught me so much. Bill and I are looking forward 

with great anticipation to living and serving God together with you.   

It’s hard to know just what to tell you in an introduction letter. Maybe some of these details will spark 

good conversations as we get to know each other.  I love to read and travel—Bosnia holds a very 

special place in my heart as do refugees.  Our two rescue dogs Reggie and Sadie came to live with 

us just in the nick of time—the summer before the pandemic started.  You should ask me to bake you 

a Swedish Kringler at Christmas time.  If you have interesting dreams, I will be a little jealous  

because I have to work to remember mine, but I would love to hear yours. That’s the Jungian  

psychologist in me—symbols, dreams and synchronicities speak deeply to my soul.  My husband 

Bill grew up in St. Petersburg, Florida.  He went to a Methodist college, Florida Southern, with a  

double major in theatre and religion which prepared him uniquely well for his life as a professional 

actor married to a pastor. Little did he know at the time! Bill and I are beekeepers.  We have been 

for several seasons but still consider ourselves beginners because there is so much to learn. Luckily, 

the bees do most of the work. We are really curious about what the flavor and color of Burnt Hills 

honey will bee.  

July 1st  will be here before we know it.  We will be praying for you, your pastors and their families.  

Please pray for us and the Delmar church in this time of transition.  I am looking forward to the new 

things God has in store for us in ministry together.   

 

Peace and Blessings, Pastor Amy 
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The Methodist 

Springtime Greetings to all as we head toward Easter!  It is the season of new birth – both for  

nature and for Christians.  The long and cold winter is (hopefully) behind us and soon the grass 

will be green, flowers will bud and bloom, and the joy of spring will surround us.  At the same 

time we are preparing for both the deep sadness of Good Friday and the tremendous joy of  

Easter Morning.  Each year, we celebrate Easter as a time of Resurrection, as Christ’s victory over 

death gives so much meaning to our faith and provides encouragement for being a Disciple of 

Christ. That is a given. But it can also be a time to examine our discipleship, to consider just 

where we are on our journey as a follower of Christ, and what we can do to share, strengthen and 

examine our own discipleship.   

In a recent Sunday message, I shared with the congregation that the Annual Conference has 

asked each congregation to consider how it encourages and supports the growth of disciples, 

and, if it does not have one, to develop a Plan for Intentional Discipleship.  The reason for this was 

that research on growing and vital churches had shown that such Discipleship Plans were an  

important resource in helping churches to be successful in connecting with new followers and  

helping those already attending to grow in their faith and discipleship.   

To address that request from the Conference, a Discipleship Plan Team was created by Church 

Council.  It was tasked with conducting research about how to create such a plan, and to develop 

a plan for our church.  The first thing this team realized is that there was no model provided for 

how to do this work, yet they took on this job with great enthusiasm and hope.  

They examined whether or not we already had a Discipleship building process in place and what 

more might be needed to make that process explicit.  They examined the “why “ of the need for 

such a plan, and realized that many of the things already happening at BHUMC were important in 

discipleship building, but also that we did seem to be missing an underlying process or plan that 

pulled it all together in a way that provided guidance on the journey into discipleship.   

Starting there, they began to create a plan that would bring together those things already  

happening with the reasons we do them, to create a process that could help anyone on their  

journey into Discipleship.  It all started with research.   They examined plans that had been  

created by other churches, researched what should be in a plan, and examined the concept of 

Discipleship itself and how it is defined.  

They then created a series of drafts which explored and expanded on the areas felt important to 

consider – always keeping in mind that the goal was not to create a useless document, too long 

for anyone to internalize, but instead to build something that could truly help folks grow as  

Disciples of Christ, help them examine their spiritual gifts, and enhance their  

journey.  

One of the first and most important things agreed on was that there is no single plan 

or path that works for everyone. Rather, each of us is on a unique journey in our  

spiritual life, starting at many different places which reflect our unique histories.   

Additionally, even on the path we travel together, we will travel that path at different 

paces.        (Continued on next page) 
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BHUMC is in need of a groundskeeper for the upcoming spring, summer and fall 

seasons. The position entails mowing and weed-whacking of the property, and 

the time commitment is estimated to be 5 hours each week. If interested, please  

contact Nancy Down at 518-399-4825. 

                                                               Caregiver Support Group 

If you are going through the caregiving journey with a loved one, this 

group is for you. From listening and talking to other participants, you 

can learn how to care for a loved one at home, find out the best  

assisted living or long term care facilities in the area, how to tell  

someone that they need to give up driving, and what financial  

planning needs to be done. 

 

The next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, April 2 in 

the Fireside Room. The meeting will start at 10:00 AM due to a 11:00 AM Memorial Service at 

church.  This will allow some of the participants to attend this service. The meeting will be hybrid, 

with some participants meeting in person and others joining the group via Zoom.   

 

The caregivers who attend this support group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking care 

of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with hospice in nursing homes.  

Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at 399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com for any  

questions.  

Cont’d from page 1 

 

In the end, a plan was created that is now available for you. In addition to printed versions available 

through the church office, you can find a link to the plan on the church website at 

www.nybhumc.com. We hope that you will read through and engage with this plan as it is rolled 

out.  Opportunities to come together to learn more, to ask questions, and to share your thoughts will 

be coming.  Hopefully, what is set forth in these few pages might help on your 

own journey of faith and help us to support each other as Disciples of Christ. 

http://www.nybhumc.com


United 

Methodist 

Women 

 UMW  Circles are small groups who gather monthly for a variety of 

programs and projects.  All meetings are open and welcoming.  For 

more information, contact Holly Rogers at 399-8629. 

  

Tuesday Connection Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 12 at 9:30 

AM in Knight Hall. We will be making Easter cards for some folks in 

our church family.  

  

Special K Circle will meet on Monday, April 25 at 2 PM in Knight 

Hall. Details will be posted on the UMW bulletin board across from 

the church office.  

The annual CROP Walk sponsored by Schenectady Inner City Ministry in Schenectady County 

is scheduled for Sunday, May 1.  As with last year, the Walk will not be held in the City of  

Schenectady but instead in the local communities that surround.  The event proved to be very 

successful in 2021.  There were 550 events across this country and Schenectady’s Crop Walk 

was the 25th most successful by raising $42,408 to provide food access through Church World 

Service, $10,595 of which stayed in Schenectady County administered by SICM. 

The Schenectady Urban Farm had 75 family farm memberships; over 100 of the individuals 

were children. People worked together throughout the growing season to cultivate, plant, 

weed, harvest, share and feed.  During the summer, SICM served 57,632 meals to people, 

many of whom were children.   

Worldwide, CROP dollars provided eco-stoves for cooking, which use less wood and  

contribute less to air pollution.  Rural families received pregnant animals for farming, learned 

to insulate pipes for drinking water, accessed training about hygiene, and gained knowledge 

about nutrition and waste management. In Rwanda,6,500 houses were destroyed by hurricanes, 

and money from CROP provided iron sheets and cement to rebuild those homes.  CROP also 

offered refugee support in Afghanistan, placing 6,762 evacuees in U.S. communities.   

All of this is necessary and important work. We can be part of it by gathering donations and 

spending a couple hours together walking in our neighborhoods to raise awareness.  Come 

join this annual event with your family members and friends.  You may register or make a  

donation online.  Registration is available at crophungerwalk.org or by searching for Phil 

Grigsby Memorial CROP Hunger Walk.   

You may also contact Paula Miller at 518-399-7422 for access to donation envelopes and for 

more information about our plans on May 1st for CROP Walk 2022. 
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Men’s Breakfast to Resume 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Saturday, May 7. It has been a 

long time coming, and I, for one, miss Terry and Mike’s fabulous  

concoctions. So put it on your calendars now and talk it up!                                                                 

—Mike Thomas 
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                            Social Justice Action Group 

Hello Folks! This past month the Social Justice Action Group has 

been quiet, reflecting through the time of Lent, and working on 

planning for the future! We have a lot of updates and upcoming 

plans that we’re extremely excited to share with everyone. 

RISSE 

We have been continuing to reach out to work with RISSE  

(Refugee and Immigrant Support Services of Emmaus) and are 

looking to volunteer with them; watch for updates.  

Looking Ahead 

We’ve decided that the last Wednesday of every month will be a 

“planning session” for the Social Justice Group. We would love for people to be more directly  

involved with the work we are doing, and planning our future events! 

Late April/Early May:  we are working on having another discussion or event on the topic of racism 

- more to come. 

Late May: we are hoping to have a speaker from the Pride Center of the Capital Region. 

June:   J.J. Warren is coming to speak (June 11th & 12th) - See photo below. 

Pride Parade in Washington Park, Albany (June 12th)  

Poor People’s Campaign March (June 18th) 

 

Google Form for Information List 

We’ve created this form for people to sign up for updates and reminders from the Social Justice Group 

directly. We will still send larger updates to the whole church, but want to provide a more direct line 

of communication for those that are interested. The form is found at this link:  

https://forms.gle/et8qo6nztsxNcYeL9  

If you have trouble accessing the form please send an email with the best way to contact you (email, 

text, by phone call) to bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com or call  (413) 648-8140. 

Website 

With the plethora of things going on, and as we continue to forge ahead, we have created a website to 

keep track of it all! The website is: bhumcsjag.com 

We’re working on keeping it updated so that all can see, and suggest edits to it! We love feedback 

and are hoping to continuously improve.  

 

In Closing 

As we are moving into a new month, we would like to issue you a few questions to reflect on. Think of 

a time that you grossly misinterpreted a person or situation. What information was missing that  

allowed you to draw the incorrect conclusion? What contributed to your misinterpretation?  

As always, all are welcome who believe it is our responsibility to go forth in action, seeking justice. 

                                                                                                             

https://forms.gle/et8qo6nztsxNcYeL9
mailto:bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com
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                                   Save the Dates 

J.J. Warren, public theologian, advocate, speaker and  

author of Reclaiming Church, is coming to Burnt Hills United 

Methodist Church for events on June 11 and 12. More  

details to follow, or visit our website at nybhumc.com 

Dick and Ann Chatterton 

want to thank their church 

friends for all the support and 

encouragement offered  

during their recent 

moves.  Unfortunately, two  

attempted relocations did not 

work out, but now Dick and 

Ann are living at 4 Oak Brook 

Commons in Clifton Park, NY 

12065.  They report that they 

are looking forward to  

joining folks in worship soon 

at BHUMC. 

                                                              Easter Egg Hunt  

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 10, after the 10:30 AM service. The egg 

hunt will be held outside, weather-permitting, and is open to children who are old enough to 

walk all the way up to 8th graders.   

 

High School-age students will be helping to stuff the eggs 

on Sunday, April 3. (Thank you High School students!) 

 

The Easter Egg Hunt will take place outside of the BHUM 

church on the lawn. In the event of rain, it will take place in 

the sanctuary for elementary-age students, and in Knight 

Hall for the little ones. 

 

Anyone is invited to attend, so please invite your friends! 

                             College Scholarships 

College around the corner? We urge high school seniors to apply 

for Memorial Committee scholarships now. Applications are  

available in the church office. You may also call the church office 

and ask for an application to be mailed to you.  The deadline for  

submissions is May 15. 



                                        Easter Offering 
 

    This year’s Easter Offering continues our tradition to give it all 

away for the benefit of others in our community and beyond.  We 

will share the offering with the following five groups or agencies. 

 

    A large portion will go to UMCOR, the United Methodist  

Committee On Relief. UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of the UMC, 

responding to natural disasters that overwhelm a community’s  

ability to recover on its own. UMCOR shares its disaster response 

knowledge and expertise. It gives financial assistance with  

emergency grants and connects volunteers and experts with local 

governments and organizations to help communities recover from 

their disasters.  

 

   Captain / CHS  is a local social service organization in Saratoga County.  They have a  

variety of programs including senior services, family support, after school homework help,  

homelessness prevention, job assistance for youth and emergency food pantries.  

 

  Council Meadows, a senior housing community in Burnt Hills will be given a donation. We have 

a special relationship here with strong support by individual members of our congregation, past 

board members from our church and church members living there. 

 

   Wellspring is an agency that supports women and children who are victims of domestic and  

sexual assault in Saratoga and Washington counties. The staff assists over 1,000 adults and  

children fleeing abuse every year. 

 

    Money will also be shared with local food pantries that we continue to partner with, including 

Schenectady Community Ministries and Life Works Community Action in Ballston Spa. 

 

Thank you for your kind and generous hearts.                      —The Outreach Commission 
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BHUMC is sponsoring a Blood Drive in Knight Hall on  

Wednesday, April 27, from 12 PM to 5 PM. To schedule an  

appointment, go to redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code 

BURNTHILLSUMC or call 800-733-2767. 

 



April 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

10am  

  Caregiver  

  Support Group 

11am Jean 

Coghill Memorial 

Service 

3 

9am Worship 

9:45am Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30am 

Worship/ Sunday 

School 

11:30 Voices of 

Hope Rehearsal 

 

4 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

 

6:30pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

5 

6:30pm SPRC 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

6 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

   

7pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Lenten Study 

 

 

7 

9am Seekers  

  Book Study 

10:30am BHBL 

Women’s Club 

 

6pm Girl Scouts 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Chancel Choir 

 

8 

 

9 

2pm Baby Shower 

10 Palm 

Sunday 

9am Worship 

10:30am 

Worship/ Sunday 

School 

11:30 Easter Egg 

Hunt 

4pm Girl Scouts 

4pm Ukraine    

Event 

11  

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

12:30pm BHBL 

Women’s Club 

 

6:15pm Girl  

  Scouts 

 

12 

9:30am Tuesday 

Connection Circle 

 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

13 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

  Study 

 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Lenten Study 

 

14 

9am Seekers  

  Book Study 

10:30am-7:30pm 

Labyrinth Walk 

 

7pm Chancel Choir 

 

 

15 

6pm Good Friday 

Service 

16 

 

17 Easter  

  Sunday 

9am Worship 

10:30am Worship 

18  Easter  

  Monday 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

 

5:30pm Girl Scouts 

19 

1pm BHBL 

Women’s Club 

Book Club 

 

7pm Trustees 

7pm Boy Scouts 

20 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

   

 

 

21 

9am Seekers Book 

Study 

 

7pm Chancel Choir 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

9am Worship 

10:30am Worship  

11:30 Voices of 

Hope Rehearsal 

 

4pm Girl Scouts 

25 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

 

2pm Special K 

Circle 

6pm Girl Scouts 

26 

6pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

27 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

 

12pm Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Social Justice 

28 

9am Seekers  

  Book Study 

 

7pm Chancel Choir 

29 30 

For the most up-to-date calendar, check 
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.  
Want to add something to the master 
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar 
Request form located in the main office or 
email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy. 

   

7 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool News 

Preschool is filling up fast for the fall…

contact us today for more information.   

We had so much fun in March!   

We kicked off the reading month with  

Dr. Seuss and moved into our Nursery 

Rhymes unit with the 3’s and space with 

our 4’s.  Both classes had fun learning 

about teeth health and  

St Patrick’s Day. We ended our month 

with weather fun.  

                                                Helping people in Ukraine  

 

         Sunday, April 10, 4:00 PM, Burnt Hills United Methodist Church lawn. 

A BHBL Community Service of prayer and support for  

Ukraine and our Ukrainian-American neighbors.  

    Bring your family.  Tell your friends 

 

Donations received on April 10 will be directed through a local Ukrainian community organization, 

UACC (Ukranian American Cultural Center) for resettling. 

 

Ongoing humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people may be offered through UMCOR:   

Advance #982450, UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will provide 

direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to  

neighboring countries. 

Online donations can be made at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450. 

Or by check to Burnt Hills UMC with UMCOR “Advance #982450-Ukraine”  

written on the memo line. 

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause. 

Good Friday  

Worship Service  

6 PM, April 15th 

 

Come and worship with 

us on Easter Sunday 

9 AM & 10:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450

