
A Christmas Eve Celebration with Lessons & Carols 
December 24, 2025  9pm 

 
Prelude  Do You Hear?       Regney/Shayne, arr. Davis, VanKeuren 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle          Shelby Bryson and Orion Marchese 

 

Song   Christ, Be Our Light     Farrell 

                          Congregation joins on the refrain:  
                          Christ, be our light! 
                          Shine in our hearts. 
                          Shine through the darkness. 
                          Christ be our light! 
                          Shine in your church gathered today.  

Words of Welcome                                                                             Rev. Amy B. Gregory 

*Call to Worship      by  The Iona Community  

Light looked down and saw darkness. 
“I will go there,” said Light. 
Peace looked down and saw war. 
“I will go there,” said Peace. 
Love looked down and saw hatred. 
“I will go there,” said Love. 
So he, the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the King of Love, came down and 
crept in beside us. 

      
*Carol  O Come, All Ye Faithful   vs. 1, 3, 6                               UMH #234 

                                             The Story    Isaiah 11:1–9          Rev. Ian Carlos Urriola- 
                 Schonewolf 

The promise: a reign of justice for the poor and peace for all God's creation. 

Anthem            Star of Wonder      Roche                                         

Carol                O Little Town of Bethlehem   vs. 1, 2,4                                   UMH #230 

 

 

                                             The Story   Luke 1:26–38                            Karen Lathrop 
A messenger brings God’s promise to a young woman named Mary. 

Anthem Still Still Still    Traditional Austrian carol 

                                              The Story   Luke 2:1-7                               Rhody Streeter 
Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born. 

*Carol  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                              UMH #240 

The Christmas Offering                                              Pastor Ian                      
Please put gifts in the “Christmas Special Offering” envelopes to help neighbors 
near and far who are in need. Gifts to the ministry of BHUMC may be placed in 
the offering plate. Thank you for your generosity.  

Offertory        Who Is He In Yonder Stall?     Hanby                                                     

*Doxology    (To the tune of  Away in a Manger)                                  UMH #217 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
        Praise God all creatures here below 
        Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  
        Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  

*Prayer of Dedication 

                                                              The Story   Luke 2:8–20                                  
The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world and find him lying in a 
manger. 

Anthem   All Through The Night      Traditional Welsh carol 

Carol         Angels We Have Heard on High    vs. 1, 3                          UMH #238 

                         The Story   Matthew 2:1–11                           Libby Horn  
The wise ones follow a star to find the Divine Child Jesus 

Carol          The First Noel   vs. 1, 2                                                         UMH  #245                                       

                                                    The Story   John 1:1–14                                 Pastor Amy   
The great mystery of the Incarnation. 

* You are invited to stand as you are able or comfortable. 



Carol         Silent Night, Holy Night   vs. 1-4                                                   UMH  #239 
As the light is passed from the Christ candle down each row, please receive the light 

and pass it on. Please hold your lighted candle upright, dipping the unlit candle to take 
the flame. 

Response to the Light            Pastor Ian 
  Sing to the Lord a new song. 
 Joy to the World! 
 A child has been born, the Prince of Peace. 
 Joy to the World! 
 The light of God’s love shines through all creation. 
 Joy to the World!  
                                   Please extinguish your candles 
 

*Carol             Joy to the World   vs. 1, 2, 4                                         UMH  #246 

*Benediction      “The Work of Christmas”    by Howard Thurman   Pastor Amy 

Postlude                      The Friendly Beasts     12th century French carol 

 
*   *   * 

                          
Thank you for sharing your Christmas with us!  You are invited to return for Comfy, 

Cozy Christmas, Sunday, December 28th at 9:30am. Come as you are to continue the 
Christmas celebration.  On January 4th,  we resume two services: 9am and 10:30am 

with livestream, children’s time and Sunday School for Pre-K -High School.   

The Family Room is open! It’s a great spot if you need a break or a quiet 
spot. Worship streamed on a TV, comfy couches and toys. You are welcome!  

Burnt Hills United Methodist Church 

816 Route 50, Burnt Hills, New York 12027 

518/399-5144    burnthillsumc@gmail.com 

www.nybhumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC 

burnthillsumc518 

Gerard van Honthorst, Adoration of the Child, ca. 1619–1621, oil on canvas. Uffizi Gallery, Florence 

BHUMC Welcome Statement   
 

At Burnt Hills UMC, we aspire to be a community of grace and unconditional love, where all 
people will find hospitality, compassion and mercy.  We seek to welcome all on the journey, 
to grow together in faith and to go out to serve the world.  We welcome people of any age, 

culture, race, nationality, ability, marital status, economic status, sexual orientation and               
gender identity, as full participants in the life of our congregation.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, 

we seek to be part of Jesus’ movement of love and justice for all of God’s children.  All are 
welcome to worship, grow and serve with us. 

http://www.nybhumc.com

