We are here to: Love God, Love Our Neighbor and Serve the World.

December 14, 2025

Prelude  The Cherry Tree Carol / The Wexford Carol,
(The Cherry Tree Carol arr. by Ernie & Becky Brock; The Wexford Carol arr. by Julia Lane)
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Amy B. Gregory

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Joy

9:00am Lynn Barber & Lynn Christie
10:30am Steve & Diane Skibinski
Song Christ Be Our Light Farrell

Congregation joins on the refrain:
Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

*Call to Worship by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025

Beloved, we gather to rejoice in God who does wondrous things, who
promises that someday all manner of things shall be well.

We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.

We worship with joy now, confident that God will not stop until all crea-
tion is at peace.

We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.

We lift up our voices in song and story, in prayer and praise, as we remem-
ber and rejoice in all that God has done and will do among us.

We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.

Come! Let us worship God with joy as we work with God toward the day
when all of creation lives in everlasting joy.

Come! Let us rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.

*Opening Hymn Good Christian Friends Rejoice UMH# 224

Prayer by Joanna Harader and posted on “Spacious Faith”

Holy God of Joy,

We rejoice in the reality of who you are.

We live within the joy of your love for us.
Our contentment comes and goes.

Our happiness ebbs and flows.

Our feelings depend upon our circumstances,
our physical health, our brain chemistry.

But our joy is deeply rooted

in our identity as your beloved children.

And we give you thanks. Amen.

Special Music We Three Kings arr. by Ernie & Becky Brock

Youth Anthem Come To The Manger by LeDoux Youth Choirs

9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Third Sunday in Advent

Song Jesus Loves Me, v. 1 UMH# 191
Young friends, preschool through high school age are invited to Sunday School!
Follow the crowd :)

Gospel Reading Luke 1:47-55

Message “Signs and Truth” Pastor Amy

Response Hymn Toda La Tierra Espera al Salvador (vs. 3, sung twice) UMH# 210
1st time: Pastor lan in Spanish, 2nd All in English

Invitation to Generosity: Offering Our Gifts, Our Thanks and Our Pledges
Please use the special offering envelope to give to the “Christmas Offering.” You may
also give online and choose that option in the menu.

Offertory Christmas Note 2022

by Howard Bosler

*Singing our Praises Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow  UMH# 95

*Prayer of Dedication

Sharing of Joys and Concerns Rev. lan Carlos Urriola-Schonewolf

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in your heart language) UMH# 895
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.
*Closing Hymn What Child Is This? UMH# 219
*Benediction
Postlude Adagio, from Sonata in g minor Bach

A very special thanks to our guest musicians today: Karlinda
Caldicott, harp and Sue Kokernak, oboe. Thank you for blessing
us with the gift of music this morning.

Thank you to our worship leaders today:

Next week, December 21
Mary Jo Farrell
Linda Faulkner/Mary Polikoski

Ushers, December 14

9:00am  Jan Tunison

10:30 am  Mary Polikoski/
Sue Hennessy

Balcony Tech

Kim Locker Pete Farrell

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 14 Third Sunday in Advent

9:00 AM

10:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:00PM

Worship

Youth Choir & Voices of Hope Choir
Worship

Pageant Pizza/Fireside Room
Pageant Rehearsal

Monday, December 15

9:30 AM
9:30 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Preschool Rehearsal/Sanctuary
Earlybirds/Fireside Room

Troop #3801/Upstairs Classroom
Saratoga Voices/Assembly Hall Upstairs
Troop #2169/Sparkle Room

Tuesday, December 16

9:30 AM
10:00 AM
1:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Preschool Rehearsal/Sanctuary
Meditation/Sparkle Room

Book Club/Fireside Room

Troop #3877/Knight Hall

Troop #3917/Upstairs Classroom
Troop #3056/Knight Hall
Endowment Meeting/Sparkle Room
Trustees in-person/Fireside Room

Wednesday, December 17

8:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00PM

Fix-its

Preschool Rehearsal/Sanctuary
Explorers/Fireside Room

Troop #3934/Upstairs Classroom

Church Council/Knight Hall, in-person only
AA meeting/Fireside Room

Queer Holy Club/Pizza Works

Thursday, December 18

9:15 AM
9:30 AM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

Seekers/Knight Hall

Preschool Nativity Program/Sanctuary/KH
Choir Rehearsal/Loft

Troop #3020/Knight Hall

Friday, December 19

9:30 AM
7:00 PM

Preschool Nativity Program/Sanctuary/KH
Longest Night Worship Service

Sunday, December 21 Fourth Sunday in Advent

9:00 AM
9:45 AM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:00PM

Worship

Youth Choir

Worship

Voices of Hope Choir
Pageant Pizza/Fireside Room
Pageant Rehearsal

Please J'oin us for Coffee Hour after the service
hosted bg T he Church Council




Armouncementy

Giving Tree Reminder: Today is the last day to place your Giving Tree
gift with the ornament tag (securely attached) under the Giving Tree
so that we can distribute the gifts. Thank you!

Food Pantry: This week the pantry could benefit from: boxes of cereal
and packages of soft flour tortillas. Thank you for your generosity!

Church Council meeting time update: Council will meet this month
on Wednesday, December 17, at 6:30pm, in person only in Knight
Hall, instead of Monday. No Zoom provided.

Sunday School SIGN UP TABLE! - Sundays during Coffee Hour there is a
table to sign up as a substitute or class teacher/assistant for Sunday
School. Jodi will be at the table to answer questions.

Memorial tree lights: As part of our Advent Potluck we lit the new na-
tivity outside. Write the name of loved ones you remember during the
holidays on a snowflake today during Coffee Hour.

Help Wanted: Worship Leaders for Advent and Christmas
There are a number of opportunities to help bring worship
to life at BHUMC, from liturgists who light the Advent Can- Ell.i.
dles or read pre-scripted prayers to ushers and greeters _@
who extend warm hospitality and folks working behind the [a]
scenes to ensure technology runs smoothly. Please scan this
QR code or visit https://tinyurl.com/BHUMCAdvent2025 to sign-up
through SignupGenius. Or, contact Pastor lan!
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Planning for End of Year Giving: 2025 has been a year marked by your
remarkable generosity. Here is some information for you as you plan
your end of year giving. Donations received at church by December 31,
2025 or donations mailed in with a postmark of December 31, 2025
will be recorded as a year 2025 donation. Funds received after these
cutoffs will be recorded as a year 2026 donation. Any questions please
contact the church office.

Counterculture 2026 Update: During consecration Sunday, you
showed what putting love in action looks like; thank you for your gen-
erosity! As we wrap up our CounterCulture series, here is where things
stand today as the church prepares the 2026 Ministry Plan: -

= 76 households have submitted commitments

= $250,264 committed for 2026 so far

= 48 step-ups (first-time or increased commitments)
= Deadline: TODAY to submit your 2026 Estimate of Giving

@©:

It’s not too late to submit a commitment for 2026! In 2025, the
BHUMC Ministry Plan was supported by 91 households that made
planned commitments to the church’s ministry, totaling $265,952 in
planned support. Commitment cards are in the office and in worship,
or online at nybhumc.com/counterculture-2026 or via the QR code.

e Christmas Offering 2025: You're invited to join in the joy of Christ-
mas giving this season by making a gift to the Burnt Hills UMC
Christmas Offering! This year, this special offering will be shared
with CHS-Captain, Young Parents United, Sycamore (formerly
SICM), RiSSE, the BHUMC Ministry Plan, and local food pantries
run by Sycamore, Lifeworks, and Rensselaer UMC. These partners
in ministry feed, clothe, and house our neighbors, and they provide
vital resources to refugees and immigrants in our communities.

To participate in this special offering, place your gift in the enve-
lopes labeled Christmas Offering 2025 and put it in the offering
plate. Alternatively, you can give online through Vanco at
nybhumc.com/online-giving.html.

e Longest Night Service: Join us on Friday, December 19 at 7pm for a
quiet, contemplative worship service that offers space for anyone
experiencing grief or loss during the holiday season. Christ meets
us in our sorrow, and we do not walk this season alone.

e For anyone carrying grief or loss

¢ Gentle, reflective worship

e A place to pause, rest, and be held by God’s light
e Contact Pastor lan with questions
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© Christmas Eve 2025

~at Burnt Hills United Methodist Church

Please join in the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child

3:30pm Short & Sweet Come as you are Christmas!
- 30 minute/ low sensory service with the Christmas story,
- carols and candlelight (glow stick & battery candle options)
Snacks served. Home before dark.

y 7pm Christmas Pageant

- The Christmas story told by our youth & friends

s 9Rm Candlelight Service
Chancel Choir, scripture, carols & peaceful candlelight

AND...MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

e Comfy Cozy Christmas — come as you are to our one worship
service on December 28 at 9:30am.

Lead Pastor, Amy Gregory: revgregorybhumc@gmail.com
Associate, lan Urriola-Schonewolf: iurriola@burnthillsumc.org
Church Office Manager, Renee Mesh: burnthillsumc@gmail.com
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December 14, 2025

The Desert in Advent © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com

BHUMC Welcome Statement

United Methodist Church

At Burnt Hills UMC, we aspire to be a community of grace and
unconditional love, where all people will find hospitality,
compassion and mercy. We seek to welcome all on the journey,
to grow together in faith and to go out to serve the world. We
welcome people of any age, culture, race, nationality, ability,
marital status, economic status, sexual orientation and gender
identity, as full participants in the life of our congregation.

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to be part of Jesus’

movement

of love and justice for all of God’s children. All are welcome to

worship, grow and serve with us.

518-399-5144

www.nybhumc.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC
g burnthillsumc518

816 Route 50, Burnt Hills, New York 12027

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK


http://www.nybhumc.com

