
 

 

Prelude         I Saw Three Ships       Traditional   
              Brass Ensemble and Chancel Choir 
  

Welcome  and Announcements         Rev. Ian Carlos Urriola-Schonewolf  
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Joy 
9:00am  Libby Horn 
10:30am  Shelby Bryson, Kristen Reck 
 

Song Christ Be Our Light        Farrell 
 

Congregation joins on the refrain:  
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today.  
 

*Call to Worship                          by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries 
     

Beloved, God calls to us—like Joseph—through angels and messengers, 
inviting us to listen for the Spirit’s guidance in the midst of half-truths and 
distractions. 
We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits. 
Sometimes, angels surprise us (as they did Mary) with good news too fan-
tastical to believe and yet too real—realer than real—to ignore. 
We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits. 
For generations, God has sent signs of God’s coming kingdom in unex-
pected places—the birth of a child, the wisdom of the lowly, the faithful-
ness of a carpenter. 
We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits. 
Come! Let us worship God who calls out to us, inviting us to faithfulness as 
we watch, wait, and work for the day when the whole world knows the 
abundant love and grace of Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
Come! Let us worship as we listen faithfully for the day that all the earth 
awaits. 
 

*Opening Hymn  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence           UMH# 626 
 

Prayer                  Rev. Amy B. Gregory 
 

Holy disturbance and presence that unsettles, the mercies you extend 
ripple forth in ways that transcend our understanding and defy our logic. 
When we see doors all around us closed off and locked, all our paths 
blocked, and our vision hazy, still you burst forth, revealing streams in 
dry places and budding flowers in barren lands. Break through our hearts 
this day that we might love as you would have us love, and that we 
might live as you would have us live. We pray all this, washed and fully 
robed in your unending faithfulness. Amen.  
 

Anthem  Children, Go Where I Send Thee        African-American spiritual  

Song   Jesus Loves Me, v. 1                  UMH# 191 
 

Time With Young Disciples 
 

Song   Jesus Loves Me, v. 1                  UMH# 191 
Young friends, preschool through high school age are invited to Sunday School! 
Follow the crowd :)  
 

Scripture                       Matthew 3:1-12  
 

Message   “Signs and Faithfulness”                 Pastor Ian 
 

Response Hymn Toda La Tierra Espera al Salvador (vs. 4, sung twice) UMH# 210 
           1st time: Pastor Ian in Spanish, 2nd All in English  
 

Invitation to Generosity: Offering Our Gifts, Our Thanks and Our Pledges 
 Special Giving for December: Christmas Offering   
 

Offertory         What Child Is This?         Dix/Traditional 16th Century melody  

Pete Farrell, Kim Locker and Chancel Choir  
 

*Singing our Praises     Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow      UMH# 95 
 

*Prayer of Dedication                    
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns                          
 

Pastoral Prayer                 Pastor Amy  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in your heart language)                  UMH# 895 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.                     

 

*Closing Hymn        In the Bleak Midwinter                       UMH# 221  
 

*Postlude                   Mary, Woman of the Promise      Fleischaker 

Brass Ensemble  

December 21, 2025               9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM               Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Please  join us for Coffee Hour after  the service              

 hosted by The Church Council 

WEEKLY CALENDAR  
  

Sunday, December 21  Advent IV 
9:00 AM                        Worship 
10:30 AM                      Worship   
11:30 AM                      Pageant Pizza/Fireside Room 
12:00 PM                      Pageant Rehearsal 

Monday, December 22 
                                      No Special K 
9:30 AM                       Early Birds/Fireside Room 
6:00 PM                       Troop #3801/Upstairs Classroom 
6:30 PM                       Troop #2169/Sparkle Room 

Tuesday, December 23     
                                      No  Meditation 

Wednesday, December 24    Christmas Eve  
                                      No Explorers 
3:30 PM                       Short & Sweet Christmas Eve Service 
7:00 PM                       Christmas Eve Service with Pageant 
9:00 PM                       Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Thursday, December 25    Christmas Day 
Office Closed  

Friday, December 26 
Office Closed  

Sunday, December 28     
9:30 AM                      One Service Worship - Comfy Cozy Christmas 
                                      No Sunday School 

Would you like to be on the prayer chain? Email coordinator Cat 
Jenkins, prayer.bhumc@gmail.com or contact the church office at 

518-399-5144 or burnthillsumc@gmail.com 

Welcome 

Welcome to worship!  If you are new, please fill out a welcome card 
found in the pews, if you’d like to receive more information.  Thank 
you for coming to spend part of your Sunday with us.  We hope you  

experience a sense of God’s love and grace here today. 
Thank you to our worship leaders today: 

 

Ushers, December 21   Next week, December 28 
9:00 am  Mary Jo Farrell  9:30 am Kathy Pirigyi 
10:30 am Linda Faulkner/Mary Polikoski 
 

Balcony Tech  
Pete Farrell    Steve Skibinski 

We are here to: Love God, Love Our Neighbor and Serve the World. 



 

 

 

 
BHUMC Welcome Statement   

  
At Burnt Hills UMC, we aspire to be a community of grace and 

unconditional love, where all people will find hospitality,              
compassion and mercy.  We seek to welcome all on the journey, 
to grow together in faith and to go out to serve the world.  We 
welcome people of any age, culture, race, nationality, ability,  

marital status, economic status, sexual orientation and gender 
identity, as full participants in the life of our congregation.  

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to be part of Jesus’ movement 
of love and justice for all of God’s children.  All are welcome to 

worship, grow and serve with us. 

 
 

816 Route 50, Burnt Hills, New York 12027 

518-399-5144 

www.nybhumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

                            www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC 
                                             burnthillsumc518 

December 21, 2025 

Announcements 

 

• Sunday School SIGN UP TABLE! - Sundays during Coffee Hour there is a 
table to sign up as a substitute or class teacher/assistant for Sunday 
School. Jodi will be at the table to answer questions. 

• BHUMC Directory: Photo Due Date Extension— JANUARY 31, 2026: 
Your smiles and updated contact info are needed for our BHUMC Com-
munity Directory. We encourage folks who participate in our ministries 
AND folks who join us on the livestream to submit photos for this print 
directory. Include your fur babies in the photos, too! 

Three ways to share your photos: (1) Send or bring in a photo to the 
church office. We will scan the photo for you— please let us 
know if we need to return the photo to you, (2) Email your 
photo to BHUMCdirectory@gmail.com, or (3) Use a digital 
device to access this QR code (you must have Gmail for this option). 

*** Tips: No commercial or school photos please. Focus on faces. Use 
good lighting! *** 

• Planning for End of Year Giving: 2025 has been a year marked by your 
remarkable generosity. Here is some information for you as you plan 
your end of year giving. Donations received at church by December 31, 
2025 or donations mailed in with a postmark of December 31, 2025 
will be recorded as a year 2025 donation. Funds received after these 
cutoffs will be recorded as a year 2026 donation. Any questions please 
contact the church office. 

• Counterculture 2026 Update: During consecration Sunday, you 
showed what putting love in action looks like; thank you for your gen-
erosity! As we wrap up our CounterCulture series, here is where things 
stand today as the church prepares the 2026 Ministry Plan:  

 80 households have submitted commitments 
 $269,724 committed for 2026 so far 
 52 step-ups (first-time or increased commitments) 
   Deadline: TODAY to submit your 2026 Estimate of Giving 

 It’s not too late to submit a commitment for 2026! Commit-
ment cards are in the office and in worship, or online at 
nybhumc.com/counterculture-2026 or via the QR code.  

• Men’s Breakfast Moved to JANUARY 10th at 8am: We are moving the 
breakfast to the second Saturday in January because of New Year’s 
Day. So spread the word, and bring a friend! We hope to see you 
there! 

BHUMC Ministry Team  
Lead Pastor: Rev. Amy B. Gregory 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Ian Carlos Urriola-Schonewolf  
Music Director: Pete Van Keuren 
Youth Music Director: Jill Zygo 
Church Office Manager: Renee Mesh 
A/V Tech: Charles Hartmann 
Custodian: Nick Adami 
Financial Secretary: Sue Zoller  
Sunday School Superintendent: Jodi Facteau-St. Gelais 

• Christmas Offering 2025: You’re invited to join in the joy of Christ-
mas giving this season by making a gift to the Burnt Hills UMC 
Christmas Offering! This year, this special offering will be shared 
with CHS-Captain, Young Parents United, Sycamore (formerly 
SICM), RiSSE, the BHUMC Ministry Plan, and local food pantries 
run by Sycamore, Lifeworks, and Rensselaer UMC. These partners 
in ministry feed, clothe, and house our neighbors, and they provide 
vital resources to refugees and immigrants in our communities. 

To participate in this special offering, place your gift in the enve-
lopes labeled Christmas Offering 2025 and put it in the offering 
plate. Alternatively, you can give online through Vanco at 
nybhumc.com/online-giving.html.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND...MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

• Comfy Cozy Christmas – come as you are to our one worship      
service on December 28 at 9:30am. 
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