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The Methodist 

2022. Perhaps more than in any previous new year, turning the calendar brings hope for new  

beginnings: for the waning of a pandemic that has cost more than 800 thousand lives in this country; 

for a sense of purpose and connection that will guide our lives and our world to a deeper alignment 

with God’s purposes. 

Do you remember John Wesley’s new-year tradition? He inherited a practice – and expected the 

people called Methodist to continue the practice – of renewing our baptismal covenant with God as 

the year begins. It is a ritual that he learned from his parents, in a tradition dating at least to the mid-

1600s. 

Our United Methodist Book of Worship provides a full-length service of Covenant Renewal (pp.288-

294, also found at https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/covenant-renewal-service),  

including Wesley’s Covenant Prayer in updated language: 

 

Lord, make me what you will.  

I put myself fully into your hands:  

   put me to doing, put me to suffering,  

   let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

   let me be full, let me be empty. 

   let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and with a willing heart give it all  

to your pleasure and disposal. 

 

The service, which is both lengthy and solemn, ends with all the people affirming: 

O mighty God… you have now become my Covenant Friend. And I, through your infinite 

grace, have become your covenant servant. So be it. And let the covenant I have made on 

earth be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

As you begin a new year, full of challenges and possibilities, what does it mean to YOU to renew the 

covenant made at your Baptism? How will you put yourself “fully into God’s hands”? These are big 

questions – a pastor, a Spiritual Director, or the company of a Bible study/reflection group can help 

you along the way! 

Blessed 2022 to all, 

Holly 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/covenant-renewal-service


The Burnt Hills United Methodist Church  

Office Phone:   (518) 399-5144 

Fax: (518) 399-0384 

E-Mail:    burnthillsumc@gmail.com 

Web: www.nybhumc.com 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

BurntHillsUMC 

Staff 

Rev. Holly Nye: Lead Pastor 
Rev. Doug Mackey: Associate Pastor 
Cindy Peterson: Communications Coordinator 
Kimberly Spath: Treasurer 
Paula Miller: Financial Secretary 
Peter Van Keuren & Jill Zygo: Music Directors 
Charles  Hartmann: Sound and Video 
Joe Tangrady: Maintenance 
Jodi Facteau-St. Gelais: 
    Sunday School Superintendent 
Stacy Herbage & Stephanie Tope: 
    Preschool Staff  
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                 United Methodist Women  

UMW Circles are groups who meet monthly for fellowship and a variety of programs or projects.  All 

meetings are open and welcoming. For more information, contact Holly Rogers at 399-8629. 

Tuesday Connection Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 11, at 9:30 AM in Knight Hall. We will be 

making Valentines for shut-ins and nursing home residents. 

Special K Circle  will meet on Monday, January 24, at 2 PM in Knight Hall. We will be making  

Valentines for veterans. We will also be gathering donations of diapers and baby toiletries for Young 

Families United in Schenectady. 

                                                                           Caregiver Support Group 
         Are you the caregiver for a family member or friend?  Do you know of 

someone who is having difficulties with caregiving?  It helps to talk to  

others who are going through the same experiences.  This group is open to 

both church members and non-church members. 

The next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, January 8, at 

10:30 AM.  This meeting will be a Zoom meeting on the internet. If you are  

interested in participating, please contact Lynn for the Zoom link.   

The caregivers who attend this support group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking 

care of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with hospice in nursing homes.  

Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at 399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com with any  

                                                              2022 Council Meetings 

Our church leaders will continue to meet for Council on the second Monday of each month at 7 PM in 

2022. Any church member is welcome to attend and participate. We will meet in person in Knight 

Hall with masks, and there will also have an option to attend virtually via Zoom. If you are interested 

in attending a meeting virtually, please call Cindy in the church office during the week prior to the 

meeting to request the Zoom information, or send an email to April Hicks 

at bhumc.council@gmail.com.  

mailto:bhumc.council@gmail.com


                               Church Photo Directory 

Beginning in January, we will start collecting photos of our church family 

to include in our church directory. Previous directories, generated by a 

private photo company, included these photos. This current process is 

being developed by the church office and volunteers. The goal is to  

create a pdf file that can be shared with church members that includes 

names, addresses, phone numbers and now photos. Potential  

procedures and cost for printed copies of the directory will be provided 

at a later date. 

If you have a digital photo available please send it as an attachment in 

an email to shirlandavevan@yahoo.com. Please use “Church Directory” as the subject line 

and include the names of the people included in the photo (e.g., Doe, John & Jane). 

If you don't have a digital photo to share but have a photo that can be scanned, you can 

mail or bring it to the church office, where it will be scanned later and then made available 

for you to pick up. 

If you don't have a digital photo to share or one that can be scanned, we will have church 

members who can take a photo at the church. Please contact Cindy at the church office and 

she will provide information on when those photos might be taken. We also hope to be able 

to provide a process to take photos of shut-ins. 

Please submit one photo per family. A committee will review photos for quality and  

appropriate for inclusion in the directory. By providing a photo for the directory, you agree 

that it will be used for church purposes only, and that it will not be shared with anyone else. 

Likewise, we ask that you not share the church contact information in your directory with  

third parties.         —Dave Van Schaick 

 

Thanks to all my church friends for their thoughts, cards, and prayers during my recent  

surgery and recovery. It meant so much, and I’m glad to be back among you. Wishing you love 

and blessings in this Christmas season.  —Linda Noonan 

    Following the devastating and deadly string of December storms and  

tornadoes, UMCOR is supporting regional disaster response coordina-

tors as search and rescue efforts continue, and damage assessments 

begin.  

    Solidarity grants to provide immediate funding are being released 

and UMCOR will work with impacted areas to journey from the chaos of  

response on through long-term recovery. Please continue to hold  

victims, survivors, and relief workers in your prayers.  Wondering how 

to help those impacted by the recent tornadoes in Kentucky, Arkansas, 

Illinois, Indiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio and Tennessee? Contribute 

to UMCOR Advance # 901670:  checks may be made out to BHUMC, with Tornadoes-901670  

in the memo. 

Council Meadows senior housing complex in Burnt Hills currently has three 

openings for ground floor, one bedroom apartments. You must be 62 years of 

older, or handicapped/disabled of any age to qualify. Rental assistance is  

available. To request an application, please call Karen Lathrop at 518-878-4685. 

®
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                                                           Social Justice Action Group 

Hello and Happy New Year from the Social Justice Action Group! I hope everyone had a joyous 

holiday season, and got some needed rest. We’ve been gearing up for the new year and  

already have some wonderful events planned. As always, we understand that not all feel 

called to the type of work we do, however we seek to provide opportunities to live out our 

faith for those who do. Here is what is planned for 2022 so far: 

 

RISSE 

We have been in contact with RISSE about setting up a regular volunteer schedule, and have 

an update on volunteering with them more directly. There was some confusion, and due to the 

evolving situation with COVID, an exact date or regular schedule is unclear. We have been 

asked to reach back out in January to set up something more regular. There may be  

opportunities to volunteer online as well, which we are exploring. 

 

Calendar 

The Social Justice Action Group is working on setting up a monthly calendar to send out events 

ahead of time for scheduling purposes. We are hoping to finalize a website that will include a 

calendar with our events, as well as some ideas for events that may be of interest. We will 

send out a more detailed explanation of each event as well. Here are some important dates 

for your information now:  

The World is Our Parish – Social Action in the history of Methodism - January 19  

at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. SEE ARTICLE BELOW 

The Climate Conundrum:  What’s happening to our climate, why, what we could do 

about it, and why the scientific community considers this an existential  

emergency; yet significant segments of our population and elected representa-

tives fail to agree on the urgency for action. - Paul Fisk, February 9, in-person 

and via Zoom. Paul is trained via the Al Gore organization and can be found through 

the Capital Region Interfaith Care Coalition 

Presentation from a Weatherman, entitled “The Climate Peril” February 28, via 

Zoom, hosted by the Capital Region Interfaith Care Coalition online. 

In March, we are hoping to provide more opportunities to continue our anti-racism work. 

 

The World is Our Parish – Social Action in the history of Methodism.  January 19. 

This program and discussion, led by Pastor Holly, will look at highlights of the history of the 

people called Methodist over nearly 250 years, specifically in the ways that churches in the 

Methodist movement have responded to poverty, war, and injustice. John Wesley, whose  

ministry gave rise to Methodism, famously said, “I consider the world to be my parish.”  

Wesley was deeply concerned with the injustice of slavery and the slave trade, and in the 

generations since Wesley, Methodists have lived out our faith in responding to human needs 

and societal injustices: child labor; the effects of alcohol and gambling on children and  

families; unsafe working conditions; and a host of other human issues. 

All are welcome to this evening of learning and discussion, as we continue to discern how God 

leads us to respond to needs in our own time, living out our own faith in Jesus Christ. 

4 



5 

 

 

January 
2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 

 
10am Cherub 
Choir  
10:30am 
Worship/Sunday 

School 

4pm Scouts 
 

3 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples (Early 

Birds) 

 

4 

6:30pm SPRC-

Zoom 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

5 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers 

6pm Scouts 

 

 

6 

9:15am Women’s 

Book Study 

6pm Girl Scouts 

6:30pm Scouts 

7pm Chancel Choir 

7 

 

8 

10:30am 

Caregiver Support 

Group—Zoom 

9 
 

 
10:30am 
Worship 
 

3pm Scouts 

 
 

 

10 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples  

 

7pm Church 

Council-Zoom 

 

11 

9:30am Tuesday 

Connection Circle 

 

6pm Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

12 

8:30am Fixits 

 

9:30am Explorers 

 

 

 

13 

9:15am   Seekers-

Women’s Book 

Study 

6:30 Scouts 

6pm Scouts 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

14 

 

15 

8am-4pm 

Scouts Pine 

Derby 

16 

10:30am 

Worship 

3:30 Scouts 

 

 

 

 

17 Martin Luther 

King Day 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

 

5:30 Scouts 

7pm Saratoga 

Soundtrack 

Rehearsal 

18 

1pm BHBL 

Women’s Book 

Club 

7pm Trustees 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

19 

8:30am Fixits 

 

9:30am Explorers 

 

6pm Scouts 

 

7pm Social Justice 

 

20 

9:15am  Seekers-

Women’s Book 

Study 

 

6:30pm Scouts 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

23 

The ReOpening 

Team will re-

evaluate if the 

9am service will 

be reinstated. 

 

10:30am 

Worship 

24 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples  

2pm Special K 

Circle 

7pm Saratoga 

Soundtrack  

Rehearsal 

25 

6pm Scouts 

 

7pm Scouts 

26 

8:30am Fixits 

 

9:30am Explorers 

 

 

 

27 

9:15am  Seekers- 

Women’s Book 

Study 

6:30pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

28 29 

 

 

30 

9am Worship ?? 

 

10:30am 

Worship 

4pm Scouts 

31 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples  

6pm Scouts 

7pm Saratoga 

Soundtrack  

February 1 

6:30 pm SPRC 

 

7pm Scouts 

2 

8:30 Fixits 

9:30 Explorers 

 

4:45 Scouts 

6pm Scouts 

3 

9:15am  Seekers- 

Women’s Book 

Study 

6pm Scouts 

6:30 Scouts 

7pm Scouts 
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For the most up-to-date calendar, 
check our webpage at 
www.nybhumc.com.  
Want to add something to the 
master calendar? Please fill out a 
Calendar Request form located in the 
main office or email 
burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy. 
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Preschool would like to thank 

Peter VanKeuren for playing 

the piano, Pastor Holly and 

Pastor Doug for helping us 

put on our Nativity program 

for our families. Thank you to 

Cindy for helping us with our  

programs and song 

sheets. We wish you all a 

Happy New Year!   

  

We are currently taking  

registration for the fall. Please 

help us spread the word.   


