
 

 

Prelude         Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine        Trad. German  
  

Welcome  and Announcements                  Rev. Amy B. Gregory  
 

Call to Worship      (adapted from Rev. Andy Bryan)  
     

God, we come to worship in this new year hoping it will be better. 
Guide our thinking and doing and help us remember: 
2026 will be kinder, 
if I am kinder. 
2026 will be more compassionate, 
if I show more compassion. 
2026 will be less anxious, 
if I offer more grace. 
2026 will be more just, 
if I advocate for more justice. 
2026 will be less contentious, 
if I speak more gently. 
2026 will be less violent, 
if I more actively work for peace. 
2026 will be more loving, 
if I demonstrate love more freely. 
Guide us by your Light, 
that we may bring your Light to the world. 

  

Carol  We Three Kings   vs. 1 & 5           UMH# 254 
 

Prayer      “Step Softly” by Carol Dixon           Rev. Ian Carlos Urriola-Schonewolf  
 

Step softly into your weeping world, incarnate God; embrace it in 
your love. Bring light into broken lives, warmth into frozen hearts, 
hope to those at war. May your peace pervade every place. 
 

Help us to approach this new year filled with the joy of your compan-
ionship, as we step out in faith with you, ready to face the future, 
whatever it may hold. Amen. 

 

Sharing of Star Words           Pastor Amy 
 

Hymn  Star-Child                    TFWS# 2095 
 
Celebration of Holy Communion  liturgy: Moira Laidlaw, Liturgies Online  website 
 
        . . .and we join with them and with all people to praise your holy name:  
 

        Holy Lord, God of endless love,  
        heaven and earth are surely full of your glory.  
        The angels sang of it—we have been lavished with it.  
        Blessed is he who was born that we might have life.  
        Glory to God and on earth peace to all people. 
 

        . . .This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen 
 

* You are invited to stand in body or in spirit 

January 4, 2026               9:00 AM and 10:30 AM         Epiphany Sunday 

WEEKLY CALENDAR  
  

Sunday, January 4     Epiphany Sunday 
9:00 AM                       Worship 
10:30 AM                     Worship 

Monday, January 5 
9:30 AM                       Earlybirds/Fireside Room 
6:00 PM                        Saratoga Voices Auditions/Assembly Room 
6:30 PM                        Finance Committee Meeting/Fireside Room 

Tuesday, January 6 
10:00 AM                    Meditation/Sparkle Room 
6:30 PM                       SPRC/Fireside Room 

Wednesday, January 7  
8:30 AM                       Fixits 
9:30 AM                       Explorers/Fireside Room 
7:00 PM                       AA meeting/Fireside Room 
7:00 PM                       Queer Holy Club/Pizza Works 

Thursday, January 8 
9:15 AM                       Seekers Book Study/Knight Hall 
10:30 AM                     BH-BL Women's Club Board Mtg/Fireside  
7:00 PM                        Choir Rehearsal/Loft 

Saturday, January 10 
8:00 AM                        Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday, January 11   Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
9:00 AM                       Worship 
10:30 AM                     Worship 
11:30 AM                     Prepare Soup for Salvation Army/Kitchen 

Thank you to our worship leaders today: 
 

Ushers, January 4  Next week, January 11 
9:00 am Sue Hennessy  Libby Horn 
10:30 am Holly/John Rogers Chris Frederick/Rhody Streeter 
 

Balcony Tech  
Diane Skibinski  Kim Locker 

The Lord’s Prayer (in your heart language)                                            UMH #895 

        Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom       
        come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
        our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those    
        who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
        us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory   
        forever. Amen.  
 
Sharing of the Bread and the Cup  
        All are invited to come forward for Communion. Children are welcome to   
        receive Communion or a blessing, at the discretion of their parents. We  
        will receive by intinction: a piece of bread dipped in grape juice, placed in  
        your crossed, open hands.  Napkins are available in the front pew.  A  
        gluten-free option is available on the Communion table.  Please alert an  
        usher if you’d like to receive Communion seated in your pew.  
 
Music during Communion        Welcome to Our World      Rice  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving after Receiving 
 

I am not my own self-made, self-reliant human being. 
In truth, O God, I am Yours. 
Make me into what You will. 
Make me a neighbor with those whom You will. 
Guide me on the easy path for You. 
Guide me on the rocky road for You. 
Whether I am to step up for You or step aside for You; 
Whether I am to be lifted high for You or brought low for You; 
Whether I become full or empty, with all things or with nothing; 
I give all that I have and all that I am for You. 
So be it. 
And may I always remember that you, O God, and I belong to each 
other. Amen. 

 
Song                                  Jesus Loves Me  vs. 1                                        UMH #191 
 
A Time for Young Disciples                     Pastor Ian 
  
Song                                  Jesus Loves Me  vs. 1                                        UMH #191 

Scripture Reading                Matthew 2: 1-12 

Message                  Pastor Amy  

Hymn                                I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light          UMH #206 
 
Invitation to Generosity: Offering our Gifts, Tithes and our Thanks 

Offertory                         One Holy Night in Bethlehem  Keithahn/Horman  

*Singing Our Praises     Doxology                                                               UMH #95 

        To God all glorious heavenly light;  
        To Christ revealed in earthly night;          
        To God the spirit now we raise.  
        Our grateful hymn of thankful praise. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns                   Pastor Ian  

Prayer Song    The Snow Lay on the Ground         English melody  

Pastoral Prayer      “Epiphany” by Walter Brueggemann from Prayers for a                         

                                         Privileged People 

*Hymn           Angels from the Realms of Glory, vs. 1,3,4          UMH #220 

*Blessing       “Star Giving” by Ann Weems from  Kneeling in Bethlehem 

*Postlude      The King of Glory Comes    Trad. Israeli folk song  



 

 

 

 
BHUMC Welcome Statement   

  
At Burnt Hills UMC, we aspire to be a community of grace and 

unconditional love, where all people will find hospitality,              
compassion and mercy.  We seek to welcome all on the journey, 
to grow together in faith and to go out to serve the world.  We 
welcome people of any age, culture, race, nationality, ability,  

marital status, economic status, sexual orientation and gender 
identity, as full participants in the life of our congregation.  

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to be part of Jesus’ movement 
of love and justice for all of God’s children.  All are welcome to 

worship, grow and serve with us. 

 
 

816 Route 50, Burnt Hills, New York 12027 

518-399-5144 

www.nybhumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

                            www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC 
                                             burnthillsumc518 

January 4, 2026 Please  join us for Coffee Hour after  the service              

 hosted by  our Trustees 

Announcements 

 

• REMINDER for POINSETTIAS: Please pick up your poinsettias from the 
altar TODAY after the service. Plastic protection covers for your travel-
ling poinsettias are in the front left side of the altar room, in the 2nd 
closet in a box. 

• Please stay TODAY and help pack away the Crismons after the 10:30 
am service. Altar Committee thanks you for your time and help, and 
also for sharing your Nativity animals with the congregation. Please 
take them home today as well. 

• Men’s Breakfast Moved to January 10th at 8am: The breakfast to the 
second Saturday in January because of New Year’s Day. So spread the 
word, and bring a friend! We hope to see you there!  

• Soup Kitchen outreach in January: help is needed in all areas. Sign up 
to: donate items this week, join us in preparation activities on Sunday 
January 11, and/or come serve with us at the Salvation Army on Janu-
ary 12. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board outside Knight Hall. 

• Our church is collecting cans of soup for the SICM food pantry in Sche-
nectady for Souper Bowl Sunday. Our goal is 200 cans or more! Begin-
ning next Sunday, January 11, and continuing through the Souper 
Bowl on February 8th, please bring cans of soup which will be collect-
ed and stored in the sanctuary so we can visualize our progress. Thank 
you for your generosity!  

• BHUMC Directory: Photo Due Date Extension— JANUARY 31, 2026: 
Your smiles and updated contact info are needed for our BHUMC Com-
munity Directory. We encourage folks who participate in our ministries 
AND folks who join us on the livestream to submit photos for this print 
directory. Include your fur babies in the photos, too! 

Three ways to share your photos: (1) Send or bring in a photo to the 
church office. We will scan the photo for you— please let us know if 
we need to return the photo to you, (2) Email your photo to 
BHUMCdirectory@gmail.com, or (3) Use a digital device to 
access this QR code (you must have Gmail for this option). 

*** Tips: No commercial or school photos please. Focus on faces. Use 
good lighting! *** 

 
Prayer of  Thanksgiving:  After the Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition # 
607. [Originally posted on HackingChristianity.net by Rev. Jeremy Smith 

Lead Pastor, Amy Gregory: revgregorybhumc@gmail.com 

Associate, Ian Urriola-Schonewolf: iurriola@burnthillsumc.org 
Church Office Manager, Renee Mesh: burnthillsumc@gmail.com 

 

Epiphany © Jan Richardson, paintedprayerbook.com 

Welcome 

Welcome to worship!  If you are new, please fill out a welcome card 
found in the pews, if you’d like to receive more information. Thank you 
for coming to spend part of your Sunday with us. We hope you  experi-
ence a sense of God’s love and grace here today. 

http://www.nybhumc.com

