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Dear Friends,
What a springtime and Eastertide we have been sharing at BHUMC! Youth Sunday was a joy –
the young people challenged our knowledge and nourished our faith! Music Sunday was a
heart-lifting celebration! Between those Sundays, three dozen women enjoyed a
spiritual Retreat together at the Dominican Center – a time of prayer, learning, creativity and
fellowship. Many thanks to all those who planned and led all these events. What a vibrant
community of faith, where many gifts of leadership, organizing and connecting are shared for
God’s glory.
On May 19, about 120 people came together for lunch and conversation around questions of
inclusion and welcome, occasioned by recent decisions of the United Methodist General
Conference that hardened denominational policies around participation of LGBTQ Christians in the
life of the church. The large turnout shows a gratifying level of commitment to, and love for, this
church. While there is not uniformity of thought on all questions, there is unity in our valuing of this
congregation. I believe there is shared hope that we can continue to grow together, as a
community of Disciples where all are welcomed and where differences – of all kinds – are seen as
a reflection of God’s fullness, and not as an impediment to being together.
As we discussed questions – including, “what, for you, does a welcoming congregation look like?
What needs to happen to move us in that direction?” – we heard a diversity of viewpoints, as anyone
would expect. And, we also experienced gracious listening and courageous speaking. Rarely do
we take the time for vulnerable conversation in the faith community. I think we should do so more
often – in sharing our hearts, and listening to one another, we grow in faith and in care for each
other.
If you did not participate for whatever reason, I would welcome the opportunity to speak with you.
The lunch was not a time of voting or action, but a time for conversation, which does not stop on
that date.
I believe and trust that there are important values shared among the people of this congregation,
including: being a church that welcomes all people, and sharing in a community of faith and mutual
care in the midst of differences. I know that there is anxiety, and even anger, around recent and
potential future UMC actions. Pastor Doug and I seek to keep our trust in God and our focus on the
people of this congregation, as we continue to listen for God’s guidance and to grow into the
community we are called to be.
In Resurrection hope,
Pastor Holly
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The two-service worship schedule is in effect until June 2.
June 2 will also be the last day of Sunday School.
On June 9, we begin SUMMER WORSHIP, with ONE SERVICE at 9:30
June 9 is Pentecost, and the Guided Footsteps (dancers)
from Emmaus UMC will join us in worship.

The Franklin Community Center in Saratoga Springs is currently in need
of volunteers for their pantry and free store.
Volunteers are essential to strengthen our community!
They are currently looking for volunteers who can commit to reoccurring weekly scheduled shifts,
are self-motivated and love helping others.
Some heavy lifting and unloading may be required.
AVAILABLE SHIFTS
The Pantry
Monday - Wednesday: 8:45-11:30 AM & 11:15 AM --2:00 PM
Thursdays: 1:45 -4:30 PM & 4:15 - 7:00 PM
Price Chopper Donation Pick-Up
Mondays and Wednesdays: 9:00 AM
The Free Store
Tuesdays: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Maintenance, Mindy Kinney
Linda Laferriere and Jen Robbins,
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Follow us on Facebook
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United
Methodist
Women

Last chance to participate in a UMC Circle before the summer
break! Circles are groups of women who get together throughout the
year for warm fellowship as well as a variety of projects and
programs. All meetings are open and welcoming.
Special K Circle will be meeting at 5:30 PM on Monday, June 3, for a
potluck dinner at the home of Nancy Adams: 66 Lake Road, Ballston
Lake. Meat and beverages will be provided. Bring a side dish and a
friend and join the fun. A map is posted on the bulletin board across
from the church office. For more info, call Holly Rogers at 399-8629.
Thursday Circle will be holding their end-of-the-year picnic on
Wednesday, June 19, from 12-2 PM in the Fireside Room. Bring a bag
lunch. Dessert and beverages will be provided. Since our meeting
happens to fall on the date of June 19, Pastor Holly will be presenting
a program to explain this celebration of freedom from slavery. For
details or a ride, call Ann Chatterton at 518-487-9443 or Metta
VanValkenburg at 399-6815.

Community Lunch

Caregiver
Support Group

Our next luncheon will be on Thursday, June 20, from 12-1:30 PM.
We will be serving minestrone soup as well as egg salad and Reuben
sandwiches. The luncheons are open to all so please spread the word.
Come, enjoy the fellowship and good food! Sign-up lists will be
posted on the bulletin board outside Knight Hall for requested
donated items and team members. Please mark any donations
“Community Lunch” and bring them in by Tues., June 18. Our
coordinator for June is Terry Pranys. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact her by phone/text at 518-256-8476 or e-mail
tpranys@hotmail.com.

Are you the caregiver for a family member or friend? Do you know
of someone who is having difficulties with caregiving? It helps to
talk to others who are going through the same experiences. This
group is open to both church members and non-church members.
Our next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday,
June 1, at 10:30 AM in the Fireside Room. Along with an informal
sharing time, the June meeting will focus on “8 Summer Excursions for
Elders and Their Caregivers”. The caregivers who attend this support
group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking care of a loved
one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with hospice in
nursing homes. Caregiver Support Group will not meet the first
Saturday in July or August. Due to our church’s Lords Acre Fair,
the September meeting will be Saturday, August 31st. Lynn
Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at 399-8838 or
hlchristie@aol.com for any questions.
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Sunday School
Update

Now that we are at the end of another great year of Sunday School, it is
time to thank the dedicated teachers who have given so much of
themselves and their time this year, and in years past as well. They have
given not only to our congregation, but also to the greater church community.

Mary Jo Farrell has completed another wonderful year as the preschool teacher (with help
from time-to-time from Deb Whitehead and Lela Ormsbee). Her consistent warmth and fun
personality provided out littlest disciples with a welcoming introduction to Sunday School.
Thank you for all your years teaching preschool!
Stephanie Tope and Meg Farrell joined the teaching staff this year and did a fantastic job
leading the K-2 class. If you happened to come upstairs during Sunday School, you probably
heard laughter and singing, and saw kids playing hide-and-go seek and other games, while
celebrating learning about God.
Kate Bikowicz has provided consistent guidance and instruction to the 3-5th grade elementary
school class for many years, and we are so thankful to her level of commitment to the Sunday
School program. We are looking forward to hearing all about the lessons the students will
learn next year as she moves forward to take over the Middle School class.
Harmon Tunison and Scott Bryson have also been leading their middle and high school
classes, respectively, for many, many years. Their flexible teaching, laid-back and honest
style encourage students to discuss many different topics that teens may otherwise be
reluctant to talk about in a group. Thank you for your years of teaching, and for helping to
shape our older students into the contributing members of the congregation that they have
become.
The last day of Sunday School for the year is June 2. Please join us for cake in celebration of the year
after the 10:30 AM service coffee hour.
Keep your eyes on the lookout for information and volunteer opportunities for summer Funday
School!!
—Jen Robbins and Linda Laferriere, Sunday School Superintendents

Summer Lunch Program
Once again, Our Lady of Grace will join with the six other churches in our
area for the Summer Lunch Program. Last summer, between 47 to 83
children in the Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake School District received a bagged
lunch each summer week day. In total, almost 2200 lunches were
distributed over the six weeks. This year, lunches will be prepared at Our
Lady of Grace Church and distributed July 1 through August 9. To make
this much-appreciated lunch program successful, volunteers are needed
each day to help prepare or deliver the lunches to the designated Burnt
Hills-Ballston Lake Schools. If you would like to assist, would like to
contribute to the program, or want additional information, please call
Kathy Pirigyi at 399-4284.
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Preschool
News

We will finish out
our year with a picnic
for both classes and their families at
Shenentaha Park in Malta on Tuesday,
June 4.
Thanks to the many church members
who have pitched in to contribute to
our ongoing bottle drive. We are
saving up to help the church
purchase and install additional fencing
for the playground. Thanks also to all
who helped with the installation of our
new play structure last summer. The
children have really enjoyed it this
year!
Although Preschool is on summer
break, please remember us in your
prayers as we continue to try to fill up
our enrollment for this fall. At press
time, our 4 year old class has
only one opening, but we have
several openings in the 3-year
old class (must turn three before December 1st). If you talk to anyone with a preschool child,
please tell them about us! Our website is bhpreschool.com and they can call our registrar,
Stacy Herbage, at 619-981-6015, Cheryl Brady at 885-3268, Debbie Whitehead at 399-6133
or the church office at 399-5144 for more information. Please like us and share us on Facebook too!
Thank you, and have a wonderful summer!

Ham &
Turkey
Dinner

Lunch
Bunch

Our Community Dinner is coming up soon on Saturday, June 8.
Dinners, eat-in or take-out, will be available from 4:30
to 7 PM. The menu will include sliced ham and turkey, our
famous potato salad, green beans, a green salad, rolls and
homemade desserts. Tickets are available at Mail ‘N’ More,
as well as in the church office. Sign-ups for kitchen preps and
serving our community are posted on the bulletin board outside
of Knight Hall. We could still use help! Please consider how you
can contribute your time. Thank you.

Lunch Bunch will meet at Lakeside Farm on Friday, June 28, at 12:15 PM.
Contact Carol Borthwick at 399-5405 or Lynn Christie at 399-8838 if you
would like to attend. This will be our last lunch together until September.
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Summer Funday School
Summer Funday School will be starting on June 9 and running through
August 25. All kids ages 3+ are welcome to join, and the older kids will be
asked to assist younger children. Please dress your child(ren)
appropriately for outdoor activities. We do need teacher volunteers, but
no experience is required, as the lesson plans are easy to follow. We will
be needing two adult teachers for each Sunday. There is no need to make
a full summer commitment; just let us know what Sunday(s) you are
available. If interested, please contact Stephanie Tope at 518-466-6566
or sbusch83@gmail.com

Men’s Retreat

Ogden Lodge
at Skye Farm

Save the Date! The men’s retreat will be held at Ogden Lodge, Skye
Farm, on October 4-5. There will be campfires, camp cooking, hikes
and time to commune with God in the wilderness. Arrival time is from
4 to 6 PM on Friday night, October 4, and the cost will be between
$60 to $70. If you would like to attend, please contact Mike Thomas at
pmthomas6@mac.com or call 518-885-5889 to leave a message. We
don’t need a firm commitment at this point, but we do need an
estimate of the number of men interested.

The Sunday Sound and Video Team needs some helpers!
Each week the audio and video team (Terry and Peter Pranys) create the
slides you see projected on the sanctuary walls, run the software that
projects them and tweak the sounds that you hear. In addition, we record
the sermons and post them on the church website.
This happens 52 weeks a year. We are seeking help so that we can go on
extended weekend trips occasionally, and would like to train some
substitutes. We are not looking for an on-going commitment; just an
occasional substitute.
You will be trained on the software and will be provided with written
instructions if needed. If these tasks sound interesting to you, please stop by and see us in the choir
loft. We are there every Sunday, or you can contact Terry Pranys via phone or text at 518-256-8476 or
email tpranys@hotmail.com.

Easter Offering Update
Our Easter offering this year amounted to $3297. Council Meadows, Redbird
Mission, Damien Center, SAFE, Inc, the BHBL Summer Lunch Program and
the food pantries of SICM, Rock City Falls and EOC in Ballston Spa will all
be recipients of these funds. Thank you for being such a kind and generous
congregation.
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For the most up-to-date calendar, check
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.
Want to add something to the master
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar
Request form located in the main office or
email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy.

June 2018
Sunday

May 26

Monday

27

Tuesday

28

Wednesday

29

Thursday

30

Friday

31

Saturday

June 1
8am Men’s
Breakfast
10:30am
Caregiver
Support Group

2

3

9am Earlybirds
5:30pm Special K
Circle
Last Day of Sunday
6pm Daisy Scouts
School

9am Worship
10:30am Worship

4

5

6

7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Cub
Scouts

8:30am Fixits
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor. is
CANCELLED

9am Seekers
10am Prep Dinner
10:30am BHBL
Women’s Club
6pm Girl Scouts
6:45pm Girl Scouts

Blood Pressure
Screenings

9

Pentecost

Summer Funday
School Begins
Summer Worship
Schedule Begins

9:30am Worship

10

11

12

9am Earlybirds
6pm Girl Scouts
6:30pm Daisy
Scouts
7pm Church
Council

7pm Boy Scouts

8:30am Fixits
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

13 Burnt Hills 14
Flag Day Parade

19

20

9:30am Worship

9am Earlybirds
5pm Stampin’ Up
6pm Daisy Scouts
6:30pm Daisy
Scouts

1:30pm BHBL
Women’s Book
Club
6:30pm SPRC
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Trustee
Meeting

8:30am Fixits
10am Prep Comm.
Lunch
12pm Thurs. Circle
6pm AA Meeting
6pm Daisy Scouts
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Seekers
12pm Community
Lunch

23

24

25

26

9:30am Worship

9am Earlybirds
6pm Girl Scouts

11:30am State/
Local Primary
7pm Endowment

July 1

2

30

9am Prep
Dinner

4:30pm
Ham & Turkey
Dinner

15

9am Seekers
10:30am
Memorials Comm.
7pm Youth Group

18

Summer Funday
School

8

ANNUAL CONFERENCE, SYRACUSE

16 Father’s Day 17

Summer Funday
School

7

21

22

27

28

29

8:30am Fixits
10am Prep Comm.
Lunch
6pm AA Meeting
7pm Pub Explor.

9am Seekers
12pm Community
Lunch

12:15 Lunch Bunch
at Lakeside Farm

3

4

5

6

9:30am Worship
Summer Funday
School
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Amazon gives cash to Burnt Hills United Methodist Church!
We are not advocating that people shop on Amazon.com, but if you do, here is a way that Burnt
Hills United Methodist Church could benefit from your shopping with no cost to you.
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping
features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice.
Using this site is very simple. Log into amazonsmile.com and create an account. You will be
asked to name the organization you would like your donation to go to. Burnt Hills United
Methodist Church is one of the approved non-profits in its data base.
After that, you simply go to amazonsmile.com every time you want to use Amazon. It maintains
your account exactly as it was done on the regular Amazon. Give it a try. Let me know if you have
any trouble.
Thank you—Greg Adams

Important 2019 Dates
Monday, July 1

Friday, July 26
Saturday, August 3
Saturday, August 10
Saturday, August 17
Friday, September 6
Saturday, September 7

Begin accepting donations from the public,
weekdays from 9 AM-12 PM, and Sundays,
9 AM-11 AM.

Pre-sale from 9 AM-12 PM
Pre-sale from 9 AM-12 PM
Pre-sale from 9 AM-12 PM
Pre-sale from 9 AM-12 PM
LAF runs from 10 AM-8 PM
LAF runs from 9 AM-3 PM

Once again the Lord’s Acre Fair Committee is already at work preparing for this year’s annual
event. They are hoping to continue their commitment for a successful fair. The booth chair
people will be looking for volunteers to fill the needs of their booths. If you haven’t participated
before, we encourage (plead) with you to contact us and let us help you find a role in this year’s
fair.
LAF Committee:

Greg and Nancy Adams

Jerry and Cheryl Brady

Pete and Mary Jo Farrell

Libby Horn

Bert and Sally Longbotham

Kathy Pirigyi
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