
       March 2022 Burnt Hills United Methodist Church News 

Friends, 

This will not be a typical Lenten Pastor’s column. 

Instead, I (Pastor Holly) am sharing this space with the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), to 

help interpret pastoral changes that are anticipated at Burnt Hills United Methodist Church. 

Last fall, I announced the intention to retire at the end of the appointment year, June 30, 2022. The 

SPRC received this news with the understanding that the District Superintendent would work with 

them to appoint a new Senior Pastor. As both pastors have often said, this is the long-standing  

process in the United Methodist Church, with pastors assigned yearly to churches by the Cabinet 

(Superintendents under the authority of the regional Bishop).  

It seems that the Apostle Paul must have had some foresight of pastoral changes when he wrote to 

the church in Corinth (1 Corinthians 3:5-9):     

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord  

assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 The one who plants and the one 

who waters have a common purpose…. 9 For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, 

God’s building. 

In mid-February, our District Superintendent met with the SPRC to present a new Pastor, the Rev. 

Amy Gregory, who is welcomed with anticipation. (SPRC shares some of her history in their article, 

and will be introducing her to the congregation.) 

At that time, the Superintendent also informed the committee that, because there is a shortage of 

ordained pastors, the Cabinet would not be able to continue providing two full-time, fully-

ordained pastors to one church, and that Pastor Doug would be appointed elsewhere as of July 1. 

This is very difficult news for all of us to absorb. Shock and sadness are natural responses; this is a 

time to care for one another with grace and compassion.  Your pastors, too, feel grief at these 

changes, and are here to process with you. 

And… without rushing past the deep realities of loss, which we do need to feel and process, this is 

also a time to think about the mission and ministries of this congregation, and to envision what is 

possible for the future.  

The SPRC faces a process of discernment and searching, to find creative ways to staff the church 

for effective ministry. Please pray for this very important team, and please respond when they  

request input or feedback. Please pray for vision and clarity among the leaders of this  

congregation, as we continue to discover ways to love God and love our neighbor – by welcoming 

others, growing in faith, and being sent out to serve the world. 

Maybe for Lent this year, we “give up” the comfort of imagining that the future will look much like 

the past, and we “take on” a challenge to pray and vision a life-filled future, a congregation  

reaching out to share God’s grace with all kinds of people in our community and world. A Lenten  

practice we can engage, together. May it be so! 
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The Methodist 



 Staff 

  Rev. Holly Nye: Lead Pastor 
  Rev. Doug Mackey: Associate Pastor 
  Cindy Peterson: Communications Coordinator  
  Kimberly Spath: Treasurer 
  Paula Miller: Financial Secretary 
  Peter Van Keuren & Jill Zygo: Music Directors 
  Charles Hartmann: Sound and Video 
  Joe Tangrady: Maintenance 
  Jodi Facteau-St. Gelais: 
    Sunday School Superintendent 
  Stacy Herbage & Stephanie Tope: 
    Preschool Staff  

The Burnt Hills United Methodist Church  

Office Phone: (518) 399-5144 

Fax: (518) 399-0384 

E-Mail: burnthillsumc@gmail.com 

Web: www.nybhumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC 
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                                                            Caregiver Support Group 

If you are going through the caregiving journey with a loved one, this 

group is for you. From listening and talking to other participants, you can 

learn how to care for a loved one at home, find out the best assisted living 

or long term care facilities in the area, how to tell someone that they need 

to give up driving, and what financial planning needs to be done. 

The next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be Saturday, March 5, at 

10:30 AM.  This will be a hybrid meeting with some participants meeting in person in Knight Hall 

wearing masks and other participants joining the group via Zoom.  Diane Skibinski set up a hybrid 

meeting last month and it worked so well that she has offered to do it again. As usual, the air  

purification system in Knight Hall will be activated for the meeting. 

The caregivers who attend this support group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking 

care of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with hospice in nursing homes.  

Lynn Christie is the facilitator and can be reached at 399-8838 or hlchristie@aol.com for any  

questions.  

                                                  Lent Study 

The pastors would like to offer an ONLINE Bible Study during Lent, using  

Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Sermon on the Mount – A Beginner’s Guide to the  

Kingdom of Heaven. Please call or email the church office to register, and to  

request a book if you’d like us to get you one. Sessions will be Wednesday  

evenings,  March 9 to mid-April. 

BHUMC is in need of a groundskeeper for the upcoming spring, summer and fall 

seasons. The position entails mowing and weed-whacking of the property, and the 

time commitment is estimated to be 5 hours each week. If interested, please  

contact Nancy Down at 518-399-4825. 

ASH WEDNESDAY is March 2. Plan to attend an in-person service of worship March 2 at 7 PM  

in the sanctuary! 



United 

Methodist 

Women 

                         United Methodist Women 

UMW Circles have especially interesting programs planned for March.  

As always, our meetings are open and welcoming to all. 

 

Tuesday Connection Circle  will meet March 8, at 9:30 AM in Knight 

Hall.  Susan Wells, founder of  Stars for Troops, will be our speaker. We 

will be helping to put star packets together for her foundation. No need  

to bring anything with you. If attending, please notify Kathy Pirigyi at  

518-399-4284 or Holly Rogers at 518-399-8629 in advance, as seating at  

tables will be limited. 

Special K Circle will meet on Monday, March 28, at 2 PM in Knight 

Hall. Have you ever been amazed by how full your trash bin gets each 

week?  Join us in learning the Five R’s of “Living waste-free or at least  

trying to…,”  presented by church member Stephanie Roeske.  

Trustee News 

Progress on Sunday School  Classrooms 

Work has continued on the long-needed renovation of the second floor 

of the Education Wing with six classrooms.  The hall ceiling was  

replaced with a hung ceiling and new LED lighting. The classrooms 

have all been painted with the rainbow colors chosen by the Sunday 

School staff, in consultation with Nicole Skinner Graudons, from  

Designer Interiors of Ballston. New heating registers have been  

installed and over 2,000 square feet of new vinyl tile will be installed  

in mid-March, by Flooring Environment from Malta. 

Our thanks to the Fix-Its, Trustees and members who helped with this rather large project. It is 

amazing what can be accomplished with the right help. Thanks to Dan Walz, John Rogers, Dan  

Richardson, Linda Noonan, Bert Longbotham, Dale Delano, Terry Bikowicz and Nancy and Greg  

Adams. 

A special thanks to The Endowment Committee for their funding of this project. 3 

                                         Successful Gift and Bake Sale 

The 1st Annual Valentine’s Day Trunks and Kisses gift and bake sale had a 

very successful turnout on February 13.  $362 was raised, and the funds 

were evenly split and distributed to the Sunday School and Cherub Choir. 

Thanks to all who supported this event in memory of Jane Smith. The  

Seekers Group, who sponsored this event, promises to have WAY more cookies next time! 

                               College Scholarships 

College around the corner? We urge high school seniors to apply for  

Memorial Committee scholarships now. Applications are available in 

the church office. You may also call the church office and ask for an  

application to be mailed to you.  The deadline for submissions is  

May 15. 



 

 

                                 FROM THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

The highly anticipated news has been delivered.  The Staff Parish Relations Committee met  

with our District Superintendent in mid-February and learned that we will be receiving a new 

senior pastor July 1. Our church and parsonage will become the home for Reverend Amy 

Gregory and her husband, Bill Phillips.  Because of a shortage of Elders (fully credentialed 

pastors), the Cabinet (our Bishop and the District Superintendents in Upper New York) are not 

willing to have two Elders serving in one church. So, with sadness, we have learned that  

Pastor Doug will also be appointed to another church, where his gifts and skills can be used. 

He awaits word on the details of his appointment; please keep him and Sherri in prayer. In the 

coming weeks, SPRC will be working with Pastor Amy, with input from the current pastors, to 

seek and hire staff to empower the ministries of this congregation to move forward and grow. 

Rev. Amy Gregory has been the senior pastor of the First United Methodist Church of Delmar 

for the last five years.  She grew up in Norwich, New York, which is a small town between  

Utica and Binghamton.  Quoting from the Delmar church website, “Rev. Gregory received her 

bachelor’s degree from Sarah Lawrence College and is a graduate of Union Theological  

Seminary in New York City.  After graduation from Union Theological Seminary, she served as 

minister of worship and program for the Church of St. Paul & St. Andrew in New York City.   

A lifetime devotee of the arts and of dance, she also worked as a worship and art consultant, 

leading workshops on the incorporation of arts – especially dance – into worship.  She has 

served United Methodist churches in Norwalk, Connecticut, Greene and North Fenton, New 

York and UM International Church in Lund, Sweden.” 

SPRC will be planning many things this spring; special events to say good-bye to our beloved 

pastors, Revs. Holly and Doug, as well as welcoming Rev. Amy.  Please feel free to contact any 

member of the SPRC committee with any questions or concerns that you may have.  We will 

be working hard to make this a smooth transition. 

SPRC committee members:  Nancy Down, chairperson; Nancy Adams; Stephanie Tope; Pat 

Darling; Karen Lathrop; Holly Rogers; Libby Horn; Beth McLaughlin; Shelby Bryson; and  

Martin Rodgers. 
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                         Social Justice Action Group 

Hello Folks!  This past month the Social Justice Action Group has been 

fairly busy, and we’re hoping to stay that way! We have a lot of updates 

and upcoming plans that we’re extremely excited to share with every-

one. 

February’s Presentations 

There were three different presentations over the course of the month of 

February, two of which we were able to live stream on YouTube. These 

were:  

Pastor Holly’s presentation: Social Action in the History of Methodism; 

Paul Fisk’s presentation: The Climate Conundrum:  What’s happening to 

our climate, why, what we could do about it, and why the scientific community considers this an  

existential emergency. Paul was found through Capital Region Interfaith Care Coalition: CRICC.  

If you missed either of these and are still interested, you can watch them on the church's YouTube channel! 

 

RISSE 

We have been reaching out to work with RISSE. Currently they are not accepting volunteers due to the  

increase in COVID cases, and are looking for a volunteer coordinator. We are maintaining contact with them 

however, and will continue to update as the situation evolves.  

 

Looking Ahead 

We’ve decided that the last Wednesday of every month will be a “planning session” for the Social Justice 

Group. We would love for people to be more directly involved with the work we are doing, and planning 

our future events! 

March - we will not be hosting any events for planning purposes. We encourage everyone to join the  

Lenten study instead!  

Late April/Early May - we are working on having another discussion or event on the topic of racism. 

Late May - speaker from the Pride Center of the Capital Region 

Early June - we will be having J. J. Warren coming to speak (June 12th) 

June - Pride Parade in Albany (undetermined date) & Poor People’s Campaign March on Washington  

    (June 18th) 

 

Google Form for Information  

We’ve created this form for people to sign up to receive updates and reminders from the Social Justice Group 

directly. We will still send larger updates to the whole church, but want to provide a more direct line of  

communication for those who are interested.  

The form is found at this link: https://forms.gle/et8qo6nztsxNcYeL9  

 

If you have trouble accessing the form, please send an email with the best way to contact you (email, text, by 

phone call) to bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com or call  (413) 648-8140. 

 

 

In Closing 

Since there is so much going on, we’ve created a website (bhumcsjag.com) to keep track of it all! There you 

can find information/resources on various topics, a calendar, and more. We would like to reiterate that all are 

welcome to join us, and we hope to create a safe place for individuals to grow and learn (ourselves included). 

Much love to everyone during this blustery month!            

https://forms.gle/et8qo6nztsxNcYeL9
mailto:bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com
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Special K Loves Babies 

Young Parents United is a Schenectady-based non-profit organization that supports teen parents 

and their children. They offer resources, including mentoring, housing assistance, child develop-

ment and parenting classes, child care, family activities and free supplies for babies and  

toddlers. 

At our January meeting, Special K collected diapers, wipes, lotions, clothing and baby equip-

ment. On February 7, these goods were brought to Young Parents United’s  State Street office and 

warehouse. The staff members were so pleased to receive our collection. The warehouse was  

organized with clothing displayed on racks, large bins of diapers sorted by size, strollers and 

cribs.  Any young woman can take whatever she needs for free. It is a warm, friendly place with a 

staff that really cares for these young families and helps them create better lives.  Special K was 

grateful to be able to help. 

 

Supplies collected: 

Wipes:  34 packages 

Lotion: 5 bottles 

Wash/shampoo: 9 bottles 

Face/pacifier wipes: 3 packs 

Diaper rash ointment: 2 tubes 

Baby oil: 1 bottle 

Hand sanitizer: 2 bottles 

Tooth brushes: 6 

Diaper totals: 860 

Also:  Donations of blankets, play mats, boppie head and body supports, booties, and lots of 

clothes. 

                                                            Prayer Blanket Ministry 

 

Our prayer blanket ministry is alive and well, even with the pandemic and having to find creative 

ways to pray over the blankets. There are now about 20 blankets available in the church office in 

several different colors. You can choose one to purchase in-person, or contact Cindy in the office 

or Karen Lathrop at 518-878-4685.  Gary and Lynette Janssen will continue to order the blankets 

for us and embroider the words “Prayer Blanket” as well as the heart logo on each one. However, 

they are no longer able to embroider the names, but Debbie Whitehead has graciously agreed to 

do that for us. Thank you, Debbie. The cost remains at $10. 

Young Parents United 

™ 

                                             Easter Egg Hunt – Palm Sunday, April 10 

 

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday after the 10:30 AM service. The egg hunt will 

be held outside, weather-permitting, for children who can walk all the way through 8th graders.   

The church will be collecting candy and little toys in the month of March. Please bring in any-

thing that you think kids would like that can be put inside the small plastic Easter eggs. There will 

be boxes in the foyer for these items to be collected. High School-aged students will be helping 

to stuff the eggs on Sunday, April 3. (Thank you High School students!) 
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                                                  Lord’s Acre Fair Donations 

After a wonderfully successful Lord’s Acre Fair in September, the LAF Committee is tasked to  

distribute the profits from the Fair that are not committed to the church budget. We asked the  

congregation for suggestions and were overwhelmed with the responses naming many needs that 

we could help meet. The following is a list of distributions of funds that have been made to-date. 

There is still a balance in the LAF account and we would welcome additional requests for needs that 

we could help meet. Please submit them to Cindy in the church office or to a member of the LAF 

committee. ( Nancy and Greg Adams,  Jerry and Cheryl Brady, Pete and Mary Jo Farrell, April 

Hicks, Libby Horn, Bert and Sally Longbotham, Kathy Pirigyi) 

Distributions outside the budget to-date:  

The Giving Tree $600 

Reading is Fun $250 

The Knowledge Empowerment System $1500 

The Conference Media Center $100 

Things Of My Very Own $250 

The Guardian House $500 

Union College Campus Ministries $500 

VCHC $500-Veterans and Community Housing Coalition 

St. Joseph House of Troy $500 

The COCOA House- Schenectady $500 

Shelters of Saratoga $500 

RISSE Bike Fund $500 

The BHUMC Social Justice Group $500 

Concerned For The Hungry $500 

Alissa Millington $500 -  Fund to help purchase a restricted bed for a special needs child. 

IFOPA  $500.  -Fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva (FOP) is a rare genetic condition in which the 

body makes extra bones in locations where bone should not form. IFOPA is the organization  

supporting families with members that have FOP.  

                   Easter Flowers for the Sanctuary 

The altar committee plans to purchase a small number of  

chrysanthemums to decorate the sanctuary for Easter. We will 

not be taking a collection for Easter flowers, but if you feel you 

want to make a donation towards them, you can send your gift 

to Cindy in the office or use the special offering envelopes in 

the pews. 

Sometime after the Easter service, the Visitation Team will  

deliver the flowers to our church members who are unable to 

attend worship in person. Being able to have something that 

helped decorate our altar is another way these loved ones can help feel connected. 

Council Meadows in Burnt Hills, which provides housing for low-income seniors or those over the 

age of 18 with a disability, currently has a vacancy for a physically-challenged individual. The rent 

is based on income, with a minimum rent of $553, and capping at the market rent of $871. The unit 

has a drive-in shower as well as other handicap features. For further information, please contact the  

management office at 518-584-4543.   



 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

6:30 pm SPRC 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

2 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

6pm Scouts 

7pm Ash 

Wednesday 

Service 

3 

9:15am Seekers 

6pm Girl Scouts 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 
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10:30am  

   Caregivers  

   Support Group 

6 

 

9am Worship 

9:45am Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30am Worship/ 

   Sunday School 

11:30am Voices of 

Hope Rehearsal 

7 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 
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9:30am Tuesday  

   Connection Circle 

6pm Daisy Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

9 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

6pm Scouts 

7pm Online Lenten  

   Study 

  

 

10 

9:15am Seekers 

10:30am BHBL  

   Women’s Club  

   Board Mtg. 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

11 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

9am Worship 

9:45am Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30am Worship/  

   Sunday School 

11:30am Voices of 

Hope Rehearsal 

4pm Girl Scouts  

14 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

12:30pm BHBL  

   Women’s Club  

   General Mtg. 

7pm Church  

   Council  

 

 

15 

 

1pm BHBL Women’s  

   Club Book Club 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Trustees Mtg. 

 

16 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

 

6pm Scouts 

7pm Online Lenten  

   Study 

. 

 

17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

 

 

 

 

9:15am Seekers 

7pm  Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

18  

 

19 

 

20 

 

9am Worship 

10:30am Worship/  

   Sunday School 

 

3:30pm Brownies 

21  

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

 

 

 

22 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Social Justice 

Action Group 

23 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Online Lenten  

   Study 

24 

9:15am Seekers 

 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

25 

 

26 

 

1pm Cub Scouts 

27 

9am Worship 

9:45am Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30am Worship/  

   Sunday School 

11:30am Voices of 

Hope Rehearsal 

4pm Girl Scouts  

28 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

 

2pm Special K 

Circle 

29 

6pm Scouts 

6pm Scouts 
7pm Boy Scouts 

30 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers  

 

6pm Girl Scouts 
7pm Online Lenten  

   Study 

7pm Social Justice 

Action Group 

31 

9:15am Seekers 

 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

For the most up-to-date calendar, check 
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.  
Want to add something to the master 
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar 
Request form located in the main office or 
email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy. 

March 2022 
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Preschool News 

Preschool kick-started the 

month of February off by  

learning and competing in our 

very own Olympics and 

we  “Sprinkled Kindness  

Everywhere.” We also learned 

about heart health and taking 

care of ourselves and others 

around us. We had a lot of fun 

preparing and celebrating  

Valentine’s Day! 

We are filing up our roster for 

the fall.  If you or anyone you 

know is looking to enroll, please 

contact Mrs. Tope asap.  


