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Burnt Hills United Methodist Church News 

The Methodist 
            May 2022 

 

Friends, 

Over the years, many people (especially church folks!) have said to me: “I don’t like change.” An understandable 

emotion! And yet… here we are, in the midst of the beauty of spring, where every day brings changes to cele-

brate: trees are blooming on the church lawn! Grass is turning green! All this is wonderful change, change we 

look forward to all winter, every year.  And, here we are, in Eastertide, when we proclaim, with Paul, that “We 

will not all die but we will all be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51). 

Life does not move forward without change, nor without growth. A great word for positive change and growth is: 

transformation. Throughout the scriptures, God promises to transform us to more than we are, and God promises 

to transform all of creation according to God’s purposes. That is part of the Easter message! 

So, as I write this, we are all preparing for the pain – and the possibility! – of many changes. Your pastors are 

moving on (my retirement will begin after the last Sunday in June, and Pastor Doug will be in the process of mov-

ing to Scotia and beginning to serve both Scotia and Faith UMCs as of July 1). Pastor Amy expects to be moving 

into the parsonage sometime in June, and to be in the pulpit July 3!  In addition, our valued office administrator/

communications coordinator of four years, Cindy Peterson, recently left BHUMC to embark on the adventure of 

full-time employment. We miss her and wish her well as she steps into change and transformation. And we wel-

come Ann Ashley, who began work in the church office just as this newsletter was going to print – please wel-

come her and help her get to know this amazing congregation! 

Since it is only May, this column is not a farewell note – not yet! But it is an invitation to all of us, that we might 

help one another see the changes in our lives as opportunities to discover what God is up to next! Please pray for 

your pastors and staff, as we pray for you – that we all may continue to GROW into all that God intends. Remem-

ber those three verbs I’ve repeated, as a framework for our discipleship together? May we welcome others and 

experience God’s welcome ourselves; may we grow as followers of Jesus, and may God send us to love and serve 

others in ways that are fruitful and transformative. May it be so! 

Shalom, 

Pastor Holly 
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The Burnt Hills United Methodist Church  

Office Phone: (518) 399-5144 

Fax: (518) 399-0384 

E-Mail: burnthillsumc@gmail.com 

Web: www.nybhumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook 

Staff 

Rev. Holly Nye: Lead Pastor 

Rev. Doug Mackey: Associate Pastor 

Ann Ashley: Communications Coordinator 

Kimberly Spath: Treasurer 

Paula Miller: Financial Secretary 

Peter Van Keuren & Jill Zygo: Music Directors 

Charles  Hartmann: Sound and Video 

Joe Tangrady: Maintenance 

Jodi Facteau-St. Gelais: 

    Sunday School Superintendent 

Stacy Herbage & Stephanie Tope: 

    Preschool Staff  

                                                                           Caregiver Support Group 

                                                  Are you the caregiver for a family member or friend?  Do you know of 

someone who is having difficulties with caregiving?  It helps to talk to  

others who are going through the same experiences.  This group is open to 

both church members and non-church members. 

The next Caregiver Support Group meeting will be at church on Saturday, 

May 14 at 10:30 AM.  There will not be a Zoom option. 

The caregivers who attend this support group are in all stages of caregiving, from just taking 

care of a loved one in their own apartment or house to those dealing with spice in nursing homes.  

Music Sunday  

This year's Music Sunday is scheduled for May 22. Be sure to come to 

church to hear your choirs offer music in praise and worship to our Lord!  

Our stash of prayer blankets has dwindled down to a few and new ones are being ordered. They 

will be available in navy, royal blue, dark green, purple, maroon, and gray. We will also have small 

baby blankets available in pink, blue, yellow and white. Cost will remain at $10 for the full size 

There is a box in the church office full of old VHS tapes of church services, 

programs and archives from the 80’s and 90’s. If you have any interest, 

please stop by and take a look and take home any that you’d like to have.  
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United 

Methodist 

Women 

 If you attended Pastor Holly’s presentation on The History of Social Justice in the Methodist 

Church or watched it online, you know what an integral part UMW has played in the life of our 

world-wide church  since 1869.   Circles are one way that UMW is organized in the local church. 

Our number of Circles has currently dropped from 3 to 2.   Burnt Hills UMW also has a Board.  In 

the not-too-distant past, this group of 15 or so women planned monthly program meetings that 

were advertised and open to the public.  As family life changed, these programs became less 

popular.  The Board has gradually dwindled to five:  Judi Dyanick, Sharon Buell, Holly Rogers, 

Muriel Swatling, and our long-time Treasurer, Janet Graudons.  With your help on fundraisers 

like the chili sale, we have been able to continue our yearly pledge of $1,000.00 to District 

UMW.   We were able to contribute $3,000.00 to the kitchen remodel.  We also continue to coor-

dinate funeral receptions.  

 Now that life is beginning to return to “normal”, board members are facing questions about the 

future of our UMW organization.  Our individual Circles are doing very well, but without new 

board members, that wider connectional aspect will be very hard to continue.  Not continuing 

would be very sad.  There may be a new way of doing things but we need your input.  If you 

have any interest in serving as a board member or just being part of this discussion, please let us 

know at 399-8629.  We would like to schedule a meeting that is convenient for you. 

                                 United Methodist Women 

  

UMW Circles are small groups who gather monthly for a variety of pro-

grams and projects.  All meetings are open and welcoming.  Please call 

Holly Rogers at 399-8629 with any questions. 

 Tuesday Connection Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 10 at 9:30 AM 

in Knight Hall.  We will be enjoying a pot-luck breakfast. 

                               Reclaiming Church 

Don’t miss this!  In June, BHUMC will be hosting J.J. Warren,                                                                        

theologian, author and activist, for two events. J. J. is the  

author of Reclaiming Church, A Call to Action for Religious  

Rejects and a recent graduate of Boston University School of                                                                     

Theology. 

 On Saturday, June 11, at 10:00 a.m., J.J. will kick off an  

outdoor Reconciling Tent Revival with a keynote address,  

followed by a panel discussion and book-signing. When  

you think about the future of the UMC, what do you hope for?  

What vision excites you? Come and listen as our guests  

grapple with the challenges ahead. 
 

 On Sunday, June 12, at 9:00 a.m. J.J. will lead our congregation in worship. Reimagining the UMC of 

tomorrow, today! Following the service, our BHUMC Social Action Justice Group will be coordinating 

a delegation to attend in the Gay Pride Festival in Albany.        Watch for more details. 
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Hello Folks!  

Happy Spring! We are excited to move into warmer weather. As always when it 

comes to spring-time, it is extremely busy, and we are so excited to share eve-

rything with you!  

J.J. Warren Panel & PRIDE Parade/Festival 

On June 11th - Please join us for a panel discussion with keynote speaker J. J. 

Warren, author of Reclaiming Church – A Call to Action for Religious Rejects. 

Date and Time: Saturday, June 11th at 10 am 

Location: Burnt Hills United Methodist Church, 816 Route 50, Burnt Hills 

Event is outside, please bring your own chair. 

For more information, visit www.nybhumc.com 

On June 12th - Please join us for a special 9am service, where  J.J. Warren will be providing the ser-

mon. After the service, and some “punch on patio” visiting, we will be heading to the PRIDE parade! 

We will be walking in the parade, and will be manning a booth during the festival as well.  

As there is a tight time frame between the service and the parade we would like to coordinate our 

movements! While you are certainly welcome to join us without letting us know, or to join at the last 

minute, we appreciate any head’s up when possible for coordination purposes. If you are interested 

in joining us for the parade, please let us know via email (bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com), phone  

(413) 648-8140), or in-person after the service (look for Scott or Shelby Bryson in coffee hour)!  

Please provide your name, how many people are with you, the best way to contact you, and if you 

would be interested in carpooling.  

 

T-Shirts  

We have finally ordered T-Shirts! We are very excited about our new logo from a local artist. We’ll be 

tie-dying the t-shirts so that we can colorfully wear them at PRIDE. You can either tie-dye it yourself, 

or buy one pre-dyed. Look out for a date when we will be tie-dying!  

 

Other Updates 

RISSE has a new volunteer coordinator, and is currently creating a list of various volunteer oppor-

tunities. We are continuing to reach out, and will update as the situation evolves.  

We’ve created a google form for those interested in direct updates from the group. We will still send 

larger updates to the whole church, but want to provide a more direct line of communication for those 

that are interested. The form is found at this link: https://forms.gle/et8qo6nztsxNcYeL9 If you have 

trouble accessing the form please reach out with the best way to contact you (email, text, by phone 

call) by email at bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com, phone at  (413) 648-8140, or in-person. 

                                              Continued top of next page…. 

http://www.nybhumc.com/
mailto:bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/et8qo6nztsxNcYeL9
mailto:bhumcsocialjustice@gmail.com
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“Parting is such sweet sorrow.”  We all know who said that – Juliet in Shakespeare’s Romeo 

and Juliet.   To celebrate and honor our parting pastors, please mark your calendars. 

We will honor Pastor Holly’s retirement (after 35 years!) after the 10:30 worship service on 

May 22nd. 

We will bid are farewell to Pastor Doug as he moves down to Scotia United Methodist Church 

and over to Faith United Methodist Church in Schenectady after worship service on June 

19th. 

We are gathering photos of the pastors through the years, so if you have any please send to the 

church email at burnthillsumc@gmail.com   Also, we are setting up designated funds to help off-

set expenses and for a special gift from the church.  Donations can be made to the church and 

mark the memo on the check for the pastors.     

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee also thanks Cindy Peterson, as we have bid Cindy goodbye 

                                                                Men’s Breakfast 

The Men’s Breakfast will resume on Saturday, May 7 at 8 AM in 

Knight Hall. To help us with planning food purchases, if you are 

attending please put your name on the list on the bulletin board 

in Knight Hall or in the hallway. Hope to see you there to sample 

Terry  and Mike’s gourmet breakfasts. 

We have a website at: bhumcsjag.com It includes resources on various topics we care about, 

as well as information on our group, and a calendar of upcoming events.  

The last Wednesday of the month at 7 pm in Knight Hall is our monthly meeting, if interested in 

attending. 

In Closing 

New month, new questions to reflect on: How has your desire for ease or comfort kept you from 

taking action? Think about instances when you didn’t let those things keep you from acting—how 

did you feel then? Was it as bad as you thought? 

As always, all our welcome who believe it is our responsibility to go forth in action, seeking  

mailto:burnthillsumc@gmail.com
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 Soup Kitchen Returns! 

A group of former Soup Kitchen and Community Lunch volunteers have joined together to resume 

going to Schenectady’s Salvation Army to serve lunch once a month.  Our first date will be Monday, 

May 16th.  We will prep the egg salad and veggie soup after church on Sunday, May 15th.  We will be 

posting a list of ingredients and a request for volunteers for prepping and serving on the bulletin 

board outside of Knight Hall. Donations marked “SK” will need to be in the kitchen by Friday May 13.  

Hope you can help!  

 

Coordinators:  

Libby Horn  (518) 698-4043, Terry Pranys (518) 256-8476 and Darlene Muzzy (518) 764-9579 

                    College Scholarships 

College around the corner? We urge high school seniors to apply for 

Memorial Committee scholarships now. Applications are  

available in the church office. You may also call the church office and 

ask for an application to be mailed to you.  The deadline for  

submissions is May 15. 

                                                                        Grow Team Update 

 

What a joy to  have the children and teens energize us in so many ways to celebrate Palm Sunday. 

The choir and bell choirs were such a delight! After the service, there was an Easter Egg hunt that all  

ages helped to create. Then there was a gathering with pizza and rock painting (looking forward to 

Mothers Day events). Special thanks to Jill Zygo for leading the children in music, all of the teachers, 

and our Sunday School superintendent. What a blessing to be worshiping and studying with our  
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May 
2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 
9:45 am Bell 
Choir  
10:30am 
Worship/Sunday 
School/Baptisms 
11:30am Voices 

of Hope  

1pm Private 

Party 

2 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples  

3 

7pm Boy Scouts 

4 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers 

 

 

5 

9am Seekers 

10:30am BHBL 

Women’s Club 

 

6pm Girl Scouts 

7pm Chancel Choir 

6 

 

7 

8am Men’s 

Breakfast 

1pm Scout Court 

of Honor 

8   Outreach 
Sunday/Youth 
Sunday/
Mother’s Day 
 
Girl Scout Cookie 
Sale after services 
 
10:30am 
Worship/Sunday 
School/Baptism 

9 

8:30am Soup 

KItchen 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples  

5:45 Girl Scouts 

7pm Church 

Council 

10 

9:30am Tuesday 

Connection Circle 

6pm Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

11 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers 

 

6pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

12 

9am   Seekers- 

 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

13 

 

14 

10:30am 

Caregiver Support 

Group 

15 

9am Worship 
10:30am 

Worship/Sunday 

School 

11:30am Voices 

of Hope  

11:30 Soup 

Kitchen prep 

3:30 Scouts 

16  

9:30am Morning 

Disciples 

10am Soup 

Kitchen 

 

 

17 

1pm BHBL 

Women’s Club 

Book Club 

7pm Trustees 

7pm Boy Scouts 

18 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers 

 

6pm Scouts 

 

 

 

. 

 

19 

9am  Seekers 

 

6:30pm Scouts 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 

Music Sunday 

10:30am 

Worship/Sunday 

School 

11:30am 

Retirement party 

for Pastor Holly 

 

 

23 

9:30am Morning 

Disciples  

10am Preschool 

Graduation 

Practice 

2pm Special K 

Circle (picnic) 

5:45pm Girl Scouts 

24 

7pm Scouts 

25 

8:30am Fixits 

9:30am Explorers 

10am Preschool 

Graduation 

Practice 

6pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

26 

9am  Seekers 

 

10:45am Memorial 

Committee Mtg 

 

7pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

27 

10am  Preschool 

Graduation 

28 

 

 

29 

9am Worship  

 

10:30am 

Worship/Sunday 

School 

30    

Memorial Day 

 

 

31 

 

6pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

 

  

 

For the most up-to-date calendar, 
check our webpage at 
www.nybhumc.com.  
Want to add something to the master 
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar 
Request form located in the main 
office or email 
burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a copy. 
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                                                                        Preschool News 

Preschool brought the month of April in with showers and brought May with flowers.  Thank you to all 

of our families that helped “shower” Mrs. Tope and her littlest lady to come! She was so surprised!  

 We had a lot fun learning about spring, baby animals, the plant cycle and celebrating Easter. A  

special thank you to Laura Houghes, who came to take mini photo sessions for our class  

pictures. They are so wonderful! Thank you to everyone involved with painting the Sunday School 

rooms…our students love the rainbow at the top of the stairs! Last but not least, a huge thank you to 

Cindy; you have always helped us without hesitation, getting our programs together and  

printed. Also, help with making changes to our forms/website and digital sign! You will be missed 

but we wish you all the best of luck and blessings in your new position.   

    It’s always amazing to look back at everything we’ve accom-

plished through the school year and see how much our friends have 

grown. We have a lot more planned for our last month of school and 

gearing up for graduation!   

 

PRESCHOOL HAS VERY LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE FOR THE 

FALL…please contact us asap with any questions or to register.   

 

Thank you, 

Burnt Hills United Methodist Church 

816 Route 50  

Burnt Hills, NY 12027

Non Profit  

Organization 

U. S. Postage  

PAID 


