
 

 

Prelude     9am Praise The Lord Who Reigns Above   Trinity Brass Ensemble 
                   10:30am Thankful     LeDeux (ballad)                                      Youth Choirs  
     
Words of Welcome                               Rev. Amy B. Gregory  
 

*Call to Worship                                                                                     
We come to you, God of wisdom, looking for answers. 
Show us how to follow you closely, show us the truth. 
We praise our creator and teacher, the One who owns all! 
Show us how to live a life that reflects your image. 
We are ready to empty our busy and sometimes crafty minds. 
Show us how to love you and our neighbors here and now. 
We follow Jesus’ teachings to embody a dynamic discipleship! 
Thank you, Holy Spirit, for guiding us! Amen. 

 

*Hymn  Now Thank We All Our God             UMH#102 
 

Prayer           Rev. Ian Carlos Urriola-Schonewolf 
Loving God, can we ever really understand your great love for us? Can 
we ever really appreciate how much you desire a relationship with each 
and every one of us? Gathering for worship gives you praise and glory for 
who you are and reminds us of whose we are. We enter this time with 
sincere gratitude for calling us yours, for always being more ready to lis-
ten than we are to speak. May this time serve as a reminder of our be-
lovedness and your call on each of our lives to love you, our neighbors, 
and ourselves. With commitment, we pray. Amen. 
 

Anthem From All That Dwell Below The Skies   Hatton    

             Trinity Brass Ensemble 
 Reach for What’s Next      Houts                Youth Choirs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism  (10:30am)            see insert 
 Johnathan Parmalee    Child of Lorie and William Parmalee 
 

Anthem 9:00am We Gather Together    16th century Dutch melody  
 10:30am Thank you, God     Burrows               Youth Choirs 
 

Young friends, preschool through high school age are invited to Sunday 
School! Follow the crowd :) 
 

Scripture                        Genesis 1:26-27 
       Matthew 22:15-22, 34-40 

 
Message    “Counterculture: Authentic Loving, Authentic Giving”   
            Pastor Amy 
 

Response Hymn      
                   Water, River, Spirit, Grace         TFWS# 2253 
 

Invitation to Generosity: Offering Our Gifts, Tithes, and Our Thanks 
 Special Giving for November: Thanksgiving Offering 
 

Offertory          In The Presence of Your People                           Chambers  
 

*Singing our Praise      Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow       UMH# 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication/ Blessing of our 2026 Pledges                  Pastor Ian 
 Almighty God, remind us that the gifts we offer were yours to begin 

with. Help us to be good stewards of all that we have, so that we may 
better support the work of your beloved community. May our 
presence in this community reflect your love to all people. In the 
name of Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer                      
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in your heart language)                  UMH# 895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn        Let All Things Now Living                       UMH# 2008 
 

*Postlude                   Come, All You People          Gondo  
 

Unless otherwise noted, worship liturgy comes from Breakthrough Series, a resource of the 
Greater New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conferences. 
 

Thank you to our worship leaders today 
 

 Ushers, November 23  Next week, November 30 
9:00 am April Hicks   Sue Hennessy 
10:30 am Orion Marchese/April Hicks Holly/ John Rogers 
 

 Balcony Tech  
 Steve Skibinski  Pete Farrell 
 

November 23, 2025               9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM               Thanksgiving Sunday 

Please  join us for Coffee Hour after  the service              

 hosted by The Finance Team. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR     
  

Sunday, November 23    Thanksgiving Sunday 
9:00 AM                       Worship 
10:00 AM                     Youth Choir 
10:00 AM                     Voices of Hope Choir 
10:30 AM                     Worship  

Monday, November 24 
9:30 AM                       Preschool Thanksgiving/Kitchen at 11 
2:00 PM                       Special K/Fireside Room 
6:00 PM                       Troop #3801/Upstairs Classroom 
6:30 PM                       Troop #2169/Sparkle Room 

Tuesday, November 25     
9:30 AM                       Preschool Thanksgiving/Kitchen at 11 
5:30 PM                       Troop #3877/Knight Hall 
7:00 PM                       Troop #3056/Knight Hall  

Wednesday, November 26    Office Closed/No Preschool 
8:30 AM                        Fix-its 
6:00 PM                        Saratoga Voices/Knight Hall 
7:00 PM                        AA meeting/Fireside Room 

Thursday, Nov. 27      Thanksgiving - Office Closed/No Preschool 

Friday, November 28     Office Closed/No Preschool 

Saturday, November 29 

Sunday, November 30    First Sunday in Advent 
9:00 AM                         Worship 
10:30 AM                       Worship   

Lead Pastor, Amy Gregory: revgregorybhumc@gmail.com 

Associate, Ian Urriola-Schonewolf: iurriola@burnthillsumc.org 
Church Office Manager, Renee Mesh: burnthillsumc@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 
BHUMC Welcome Statement   

  
At Burnt Hills UMC, we aspire to be a community of grace and 

unconditional love, where all people will find hospitality,              
compassion and mercy.  We seek to welcome all on the journey, 
to grow together in faith and to go out to serve the world.  We 
welcome people of any age, culture, race, nationality, ability,  

marital status, economic status, sexual orientation and gender 
identity, as full participants in the life of our congregation.  

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to be part of Jesus’ movement 
of love and justice for all of God’s children.  All are welcome to 

worship, grow and serve with us. 

 
 

816 Route 50, Burnt Hills, New York 12027 

518-399-5144 

www.nybhumc.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

                            www.facebook.com/BurntHillsUMC 
                                             burnthillsumc518 

November 23, 2025 

Announcements 

 
• Thank you to the Trinity Brass Ensemble— Jeremy Van Keuren, trum-

pet; Bill Phillips, trombone, Harmon Tunison, tuba; and Peter Van 
Keuren, flugelhorn— and our Youth Choirs under the direction of Jill 
Zygo for blessing us with your gift of music today! 

• Turn in your Estimates of Giving for 2026 Today!  
 Today in worship, we are consecrating your Counterculture commit-

ments to the work that God will do through the people of Burnt Hills 
United Methodist Church’s generosity in the year to come! Please 
place your commitment cards in the offering plate during the offerto-
ry—extra commitment cards are on the pew cu-
sions. If you prefer to submit your commitment 
online, you can find an electronic form by scanning 
the QR code or visiting the church website at 
https://www.nybhumc.com/counterculture-
2026.html. Thank you so much for your support!  

• Memorial Tree Lights:  On Friday, December 5th 
as part of our Advent Potluck evening we will light the memorial tree 
outside on Route 50.  Write the name of loved ones that you remem-
ber during the holidays on an ornament today during Coffee Hour. 
We are making a big collection of names on the rolling bulletin board 
in Knight Hall.    

• The Giving Tree is up and full of “ornaments”. On the back of each 
“ornaments” is a gift request. Please buy the item, wrap it, and secure-
ly ATTACH THE ORNAMENT with tape to the package (the ornament 
information is the only way we know who receives the gift). Place the 
gift and the tag under the Giving Tree by December 14, 2025 so that 
we can distribute the gifts. 

• Help us Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent: This year our Sanctuary 
window sill theme will be the Nativity Animals. If you have any you 
would like to share with the congregation, please bring them to church 
and place them on the window sills starting November 30th. 

• Thanksgiving Special Offering in November—today is the last Sunday. 
We support “Concerned For the Hungry” Thanksgiving basket project.  
Use the Thanksgiving Offering envelopes in the pew backs or write a 
check to BHUMC with “Thanksgiving Offering” in the memo line, or 
donate online. Thank you for feeding our neighbors!  

Coming Up… 

 
• Advent  Potluck & Tree Lighting on Friday, December 5th begin-

ning at 6pm. All are invited! We’ll have supper at 6pm (bring a dish 
to share or just come, there’s always enough food), decorate the 
Sanctuary tree and sing carols at 7pm, then sing and light the Me-
morial Tree on Rt 50 at 8pm. 

• Family Breakfast in Knight Hall, on Saturday, December 6th at 8 
am. Join us for good food and fellowship. Start your Saturday off 
with a wonderful meal! Sign up sheet outside Knight Hall. 

• Cookies with Santa: Saturday, December 13th, 2-5 pm. Cookies, 
hot cocoa, and a photo opportunity with Santa. Free will donations. 
Volunteers needed to welcome our guests. Sign ups are on the bul-
letin board outside of Knight Hall. Also...do you have extra Christ-
mas decorations you’d like to lend for a week to decorate Knight 
Hall for this event? We are looking for larger items, most likely 
those used outdoors, including large presents, snowman, ginger-
bread people, candy canes, garland, wreaths. Contact Stephanie 
Tope (518-466-6566 or sbusch83@gmail.com) or Angie Barclay 
(484-597-2635 or angela.marie.barclay@gmail.com).  

• Bring the Christmas Story to Life.  Please join us for the fun, and to 
create a special celebratory worship for 7:00 Christmas 
Eve, Tuesday December 24.  To sign up,  contact Jill Zygo (518 859-
3734, jillnyhan@yahoo.com ) or Mary Alice Nyhan 
(manyhan122@gmail.com). Or use the link to fill out the sign up 
form here:  https://jillzygo.wufoo.com/forms/christmas-pageant-
2025/ . Rehearsals start Sunday. 

• Christmas Caroling at Glendale Nursing Home: Join us for an even-
ing of joy and song as we bring holiday cheer to the residents of 
Glendale Nursing Home! On Wednesday, December 10, we’ll meet 
at 6:00 pm at Glendale Nursing Home in the main lobby next to the 
Christmas tree (59 Hetcheltown Rd, Schenectady, NY 12302) for 
caroling and fellowship. All are welcome, so bring your family, 
friends, and festive spirit! Wear your favorite holiday attire—think 
Santa hats, scarves, and lots of cheer! Let’s make this a memorable 
night filled with love and community. All ages and singing abilities 
are welcome—bring your family, friends, and holiday cheer! Ques-
tions? Email Jill Nyhan Zygo - jillnyhan@yahoo.com 

Welcome 

Welcome to worship!  If you are new, please fill out a welcome card 
found in the pews, if you’d like to receive more information.  Thank 
you for coming to spend part of your Sunday with us.  We hope you  
experience a sense of God’s love and grace here today. 

Our Food Pantry is open Monday-Friday 8:30am-
12:30pm, Sunday mornings, and by appointment. 
If you need food, please take what you need. If you 
can donate food, please help keep our shelves 
stocked. Let’s all spread the word about our pantry 
so no neighbors are hungry. Thank you! 
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