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Greetings Everyone! 

I am excited to share that I’m writing up this article while sitting in my new office at the church! I have been 

looking forward to this day all summer and I am thrilled to have met a number of folks today who were all out         

preparing for the Lord’s Acre Fair. While the sheer size of the fair is impressive enough, I must say that the energy and 

enthusiasm surrounding this event is quite inspiring. I can’t wait! 

 I am grateful to have had the opportunity to spend my summer at Sky Lake Camp and Retreat Center, a United 

Methodist camp and sibling camp of Skye Farm, which is just east of Binghamton, NY. Sky Lake opened in 1947 and so 

we celebrated our 75th summer as a sacred place where campers deepen their relationships with each other, with 

nature, and with the divine. Just like all of our camps in the Upper New York Annual Conference, Sky Lake has been an 

invaluable sanctuary to countless campers, families, clergy, and staff over the last 75 years, and will hopefully continue 

to be for the next 75 at least! 

 This summer camp season, I served as both the Waterfront Director and the Spiritual Life Resource Person, 

and I thought I would take time here to share a bit about what my responsibilities were and some special moments 

from the season.  As Waterfront Director, during the days I had the chance to spend almost every hour at the            

waterfront.  At the waterfront I had the opportunity to help facilitate time for swimming, row boating, canoeing, and 

kayaking. With the first three weeks of our season being dedicated to hosting camps for adults and youth with special 

needs, for some this swimming and boating at Sky Lake will be their only chance to be in or around the water for the 

year.  

In the evenings, once all the fun at the waterfront was done for the day, I stepped into the role of Spiritual Life 

Resource Person. In this role, it was my responsibility to help make sure our volunteer camp directors had everything 

they needed to have bible study and lead exciting and engaging games and activities with each group of campers. Each 

week I would help coordinate and lead our Hemlock Community Gathering, a worship service each Thursday night  

during which we would reflect on our time together and consider how we could carry the lessons learned at camp with 

us out and into the world.  

Throughout the summer, there was one song that I think was sung every single day. It’s a simple song with not 

too many words and a very singable melody. And, when I think of it now, a very distinct memory comes to mind. Late 

one Thursday evening, after the Hemlock Community Gathering, a group of elementary campers were preparing their 

evening vespers service, a time for thoughtful words and music to help campers reflect on the day and transition to 

bed time. This group of campers were planning to spend some time stargazing, so we had our vespers service on the 

boat dock, overlooking the still waters of the lake which reflected the stunning, star-filled sky above. The service came 

and went, and then as we were all still sitting there in silence listening to the frogs and crickets singing their own 

songs, a small voice next to me asked if we could sing the hymn “Sanctuary.” And so, joining the frogs and the crickets, 

we sang:  

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary – pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 

In peace, 
Pastor Brendan 
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Hello singers ages 3-18! This years Choir rehearsals will begin on Sunday, September 18th. Looking forward 
to an amazing year of raising our voices together! 
 
Youth Choir (previously called Bell Choir) Grades 1-5th 
9:45am-10:25am on Sunday mornings 
Meet upstairs in Assembly Hall. 
 
Voices of Hope Choir 
Grades 6-12 
11:30am- 12:00 on Sunday after church 
Meet upstairs in Assembly Hall 
 
Cherub Choir 
Pre-school and Kindergarten 
Will meet during Sunday School for about 10minutes. 
 
All are welcome! Please contact Jill Zygo if you have any questions. Detailed schedules will be distributed on 
the first day! Jillnyhan@yahoo.com 
 
See you all on Sunday September 18th! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

UMW Circles are small groups that meet monthly for fellowship and a variety of programs and projects.  All 
gatherings are open and welcoming.  

TUESDAY CONNECTION CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, September 13 at 9:30 AM in Knight Hall.   We will have 
a white elephant gift exchange and pick names for secret pals.  Bring your ideas for future meetings.  

SPECIAL K CIRCLE will meet on Monday, September 26 at 2 PM in Knight Hall.  We will have a book exchange, 
gather gently used towels and children’s books for Young Parents United, and plan for the months ahead.  

Alpaus Methodist church will be hosting an adult book discussion on Tuesday mornings at 11:00          
beginning September 13 and lasting approximately 7 weeks.  They are reading “Joshua in a Trouble World” 
by Joseph Girzone.  If you would like more information, please contact Kristi Van Patten at  838-200-8601. 

mailto:Jillnyhan@yahoo.com


                                                                           Caregiver Support Group 

Are you the caregiver for a family member or friend?  Do you know of someone 

who is having difficulties with caregiving?  It helps to talk to others who are going 

through the same experiences.  This group is open to both church members and 

non-church members. 

Caregiver Support Group will not meet in September due to Labor Day 

holiday the first weekend and the Lord’s Acre Fair the second weekend. The 

next meeting date will be October 1st at 10:30 am in the Fireside Room.  If you have any caregiver 

questions, feel free to contact me by email at hlchristie@aol.com. 

 

Lynn Christie, Facilitator 

Soup Kitchen 

Our church has made a commitment to serve lunch at the Salvation Army once a month through next 

June. We are having trouble getting donations of food items and workers. We need your help! 

This month’s Soup Kitchen is September 19th. We need items brought to the church’s kitchen by Friday,   

September 16 so we have time to shop for missing items. We will make vegetable soup and egg salad after 

church on Sunday, September 18.   Sign up on the bulletin board 

outside Knight Hall to donate food items and/or sign up to        

prepare food on Sunday or serve in Schenectady on Monday. We 

can do it!!!  Any questions, call Libby Horn at 518-698-4043 or 

Terry Pranys at 518-256-8476. 

 

PRAYER BLANKETS 

Our prayer blanket ministry is available with a few changes.  Gary Janssen has the blankets at his home and 

is doing the embroidery that says Prayer Blanket. They then go to Debbie Whitehead to have the name         

embroidered by her. They then are brought back to church and placed on the altar.  Please be patient when 

you ask for a blanket.  It may not always be possible to complete all the steps in a week.  We are doing our 

best.  The cost remains at $10.00. 

Music                        

We may not all be singers, but each of us has a song to sing!  And if you feel like sharing 
your vocal gifts in the Chancel Choir, weekly rehearsals will begin on Thursday, September 
15, at 7:00 pm in the choir loft.  It's a fun and meaningful way to worship God, and you'd be 
helping others in worship.  Join us in the loft; it's the best seat in the house!    
Pete Van Keuren 
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Please schedule an appointment at redcrossblood.org and use  

sponsor code  



 

 

 

TO REGISTER YOUR STUDENT,  

visit:  

Friday, September 9 — Saturday, September 10 

Chicken BBQ—Friday, September 9, 4:30-7:00 PM.  Take home or eat outside at the picnic tables. 

Pony Rides and Petting Zoo—Friday, September 9, 4:30-6:30 PM 

Reptile Exhibit, Friday, September 9, 12:00 PM-6:00 PM 

Silent Auction—Friday, September 9, 11:00 AM—1:00 PM and 4:30 PM—6:30 PM  

                             Saturday, September 10, 10:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Bag Sale—Saturday, September 10, 1:00 PM  $3.00/bag.  Furniture and Boutique items will be offered at                

                    reduced prices. 

We will be selling clothing, toys, Halloween Costumes, games, sporting goods, furniture, crafts, tools & tech, 

jewelry, books, holiday items, linens and white elephant items.  Come visit our baked goods tent, food booth, 

Prayer and Labyrinth area, hand made items, and country store. 

We look forward to seeing you at the fair! 



Altar Flowers 
BHUMC has a tradition of having members donate flowers to decorate our altar as a remembrance or a     

celebration.  Examples of this are loved one’s birthdays, wedding anniversaries or “just because”.  In the past 

we had a physical signup sheet in the hallway outside Knight Hall.  With fewer people in the building, we will 

be changing how this works.  Instead of a physical list in the hallway, Robyn Axon, our office manager, will be 

maintaining this list.  Please call her at (518) 399-5144 to reserve your weeks.  A member of the altar       

committee will call you close to your selected date as a reminder and to help with any necessary                 

coordination. 

 
You may bring in your own flowers, or use Country Florist at (518) 399-2650.  Country Florist has a key to the 

church and will insure they are delivered for the Sunday service. 

Now that we are back in the sanctuary fulltime, it would be great to celebrate your special days in this way. 

 

Mrs. Herbage and Mrs. Tope are excited to welcome our new and old preschool friends to our get acquainted 

picnic.  We will start classes on the 15th and 16th.  We are looking forward to creating more wonderful  

memories this year.  We currently have an opening in our 3’s program so if you or anyone you know is       

interested, please contact us.  

Thank you,  

Stacy Herbage, Lead Teacher 

Burnt Hill Methodist Preschool 

Bhpreschool.com 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 

1 

 

9am Seekers 

 

Welcome 

Preschool Picnic  

5:30-7:30 

2 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

4 

 
9:30am 

Worship 

10:30am 

Punch on the 

Patio 

5 

 

Labor Day 

Office is closed 

 

 

6 

 

6:30pm SPRC  

 

7:00pm B.S. 

Troop #56 

7 

 

8:30am Fixits 

 

6:00pm G.S. 

Daisy Troop 

 

 

 

8 

 
9am Seekers 
 

 

9 

 

Lord’s Acre Fair 

10AM—8PM 

10 

 

Lord’s Acre Fair 

9AM—3PM 

11 

 
9:30am 

Worship 

 

10:30am 

Punch on the 

Patio 

 

12 
 
10:00-12:00 BH-BL 

Club meeting Knight 

Hall 

 

6:00-8:00 G.S. Troop 

#2169 Knight Hall  

 

7pm Church Council 

13 

 
9:30am Tuesday 

Connection Circle 

 

3:30-5:00pm 

Reception for Lois 

Barrie Knight Hall  

 

7pm Boy Scouts #56 

14 
 
8:30am Fixits 

 
1:00pm Preschool 

Committee Meeting 

 

6:00pm G.S. Daisy 

Troop 

 

15 
 

9am  Seekers 

 

10:30am Altar 

Committee Meeting 

 

7:00pm Choir 

rehearsal 

 

16 

 
 

 

 

 

17 
 

18 

 
9:00am and 

10:30am 

Worship 

 

11:30 Prepare 

meal for soup 

kitchen 

19 
 

10:00am  Serve 

lunch at Salvation 

Army 

 

6:30pm G.S. Troop 

#2169  

20 

 
1pm BHBL Book 

Club 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

#56 

 

7pm Trustee Mtg-

in person 

21 

 
8:30am Fixits 

 

6:00pm G.S. Daisy 

Troop 

 

 

 

22 

 
9am  Seekers 

 

7:00pm Choir 

rehearsal 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 
 

 

25 

 

9:000am  and 

10:30am 

Worship 

 

4:00pm G.S. 

Troop #2658 

26 
 
2:00pm Special K 

 

6:30pm G.S. Troop 

#2169 

27 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

#56 

 

28 

 
8:30am Fixits 

 

12:00pm Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

 

6:00pm G.S. Daisy 

Troop 

 

7:00pm SJAG  

29 

 
9am  Seekers 

 

7:00pm Choir 

rehearsal 

30 Oct. 1 

 
10:30am 

Caregiver Support 

Group 

 

For the most up-to-date calendar, check 
our webpage at www.nybhumc.com.  
Want to add something to the master 
calendar? Please fill out a Calendar 
Request form located in the main office 
or email burnthillsumc@gmail.com for a 
copy. 
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COUNCIL MEADOWS is Hiring 

Council Meadows, a small community for seniors 

and those with disabilities located off Kingsley Rd in 

Burnt Hills is looking to hire a full time site         

manager/maintenance person.  Several of our             

congregation reside there and we support them 

with our special offerings once or twice each 

year.  If you are interested or know someone who 

might be, please contact Karen Lathrop, 518-878-

4685 or email karenlthrp@yahoo.com.  

 

Charlton Freehold Fall Festival is Saturday, October 

1st from 9am-3pm and we are looking for Artisans  

and Vendors.  If interested, please contact Angela 

at absnyder21@gmail.com.   

Sponsored by Charlton Freehold Presbyterian 

Church 768 Charlton Rd. Charlton NY. 

mailto:karenlthrp@yahoo.com
mailto:absnyder21@gmail.com

